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DIRECT COMMUNICATION WITH TRADERS: 





The DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE (Deve .or- 
MENT AND INTELLIGENCE) is a centre at which information on 
ali subjects of commercial! interest is collected and classified 
in a fourm convenient for reference, and at which, so far as 
the interests of British trade permit, replies are given to 
enquiries by traders on commercial matiers. As far as is 
possible, the Department supplies, on personal or written 
application, information with regard to the following 
subjects: Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender, 
and ether openings for British Trade; Lists of manufac- 
turers at home and lists of firms abroad engaged in par- 
ticular lines of business in different localities; Foreign and 
Colonial Tariff and Customs Regulations; Commerciai 
Statistics ; forms of Certificates of Origin ; Regulations ten- 
cerning Commercial Travellers, Sources of Supply, Prices, 
etc., of Trade Products; Shipping and Transport, etc. 

Samples of foreign competitive goods and commercial 
products which are received from abroad from time to time 
are exhibited at the Offices of the Department. 

Samples of goods of German and Austrian manufacture 
which were sold in British markets abroad and in certain 
foreign markets are on exhibition in the Sample Rooms of 
the Department. 

The BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR, 1919, will be held 
in the Pennington Street premises of the London Docks, 
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which have again been placed at the disposal of the Roard 
of Trade by the Port of London Authority. It will be 
epen from 24th February to 7th March. The Office dealing 
94 _ matters is at 10, Basinghall Street, London, 

In order that British manufacturers may have an oppor- 
tunity of familiarising themselves with German and Austrian 
methods of advertising, the Beard of Trade have collected 
over 9,500 SPECIMEN CATALOGUES OF GERMAN AND 
AUSTRIAN ORIGIN, and these may be inspected by British 
manufacturers at the Department of Overseas ‘Trade 
(Development and Intelligence), 10, Basinghall Street, 
I.ondon, E.C. 2. 

A new index has been prepared, in which the catalogues 
are classified both as regards articles of manufactare and 
names of manufacturers, thus rendering identification of any 
particular catalogue a simple matter. Copies of this index 
may be obtained by United Kingdom manufacturers op 
application to the Comptrolier-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 73, Basing. 
hall Street, London, E.C. 2. 

All communications intended for the Department of Over- 
seas Trade (Development and Intelligence) should be 
addressed to: The Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 78, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2. 








OPENINGS FOR TRADE AND NAMES OF TRADERS IN 
COUNTRIES ABROAD. 





Confidential Information. 


SPECIAL REGISTER. 


The Special Register affords early information to manu- 
fecturers and traders of new trade openings abroad before 
they become public property. It is also a vehicle for 
circulating reports on foreign competition, and any other 
matters likely to be of importance and interest to particular 
trades. The information, which is private and confidential, 
is supplied to the Department by His Majesty’s Trade Com- 
missioners within the Empire, and by His Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Representatives in foreign 
countries, and is circulated to firms on the Register as 
quickly as possible after its receipt. 

The Register is open to any approved British firm on the 
payment of a fee of two guineas per annum (which includes 
the annual subscription to the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’’). 
It is not open to non-British traders. 


information is supplied solely for the purpose of extending 
trade in British-made goods. 


Those British firms who desire their names to be included 
in the Special Register should communicate with The 
Comptrolier-General, Department of Overseas Trade 
og 7 Intelligence), 73, Basinghall Street, 

CG on, oWe . 





FORM K. 


H.M. Consular Officers have received instructions to 
furnish the Departinent of Overseas Trade (Development 
end Intelligence) with commercial information respecting all 
firms in their respective Consular Districts who can ke 
recommended as possible importers of goods of British manu- 
facture. This mformation, which includes the commercial 
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and financial status of the firms concerned, their loca! and 
Kuropean references, goods particularly required, terms of 
trading and language in which correspondence should be 
carried on, is furnished to the Department on a prescribed 
form, which is known as Form K. 


In order to obtain the fullest possible advantages from 
the ‘‘Form K”’ system of information, a wide circulation is 
ESSENTIAL. 


A system of co-operation between the Department of 
Overseas Trade (Develupment and Intelligence) and Briiivh 
traders is therefore necessary, and this co-operation is being 
attained as follows :— 


1. The Department collects and edits the information. 
2. The Trade Associations distribute the information. 


That is, the Department issues the information to— 
(a) The Association of Chambers of Commerce. 
(b) The Federation of British Industries. 


The bodies comprised in these organisations have their 
Various component trades classified as shown in ‘‘Form K,” 
and lists of traders are therefore only circulated to those 
firms which come under that classification, thus avoiding 
circulating to trades which are not interested. 


The system is safeguarded by agreements with the 
distributing organisations against the issue of the informa 
tion to any outside firms. All firms who wish to receive the 
information have to be approved by the Department. At 
present over 10,000 firms have joined, and any other firsas 
who wish to participate should apply through their Chamber 
of Commerce or the Federation of British Industries (%, 
St. James’s Street, London, S.W. 1), or throngh bodes 
affiliated to the latter. 
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The Board of Trade. 


IMPORTS. 





PROHIBITIONS ON 





APPOINTMENT OF COUNCIL. 


The President of the Board of Trade has appointed 


a Council to examine the existing list of prohibited 


imports, to consider what revision in, addition to, or 


deletion from such list are desirable and what percent- 
age of normal imports should be admitted up to Ist 
September next at latest, after making such enquiries 
as they think necessary, and to make recommendations 
to the President of the Board of Trade. 

The Council, which will be representative of manu- 
facturing, distributing (both merchant and retail) and 
Labour interests, and will also include independent 
members and representatives of the Board of Trade 
and the Treasury, is not quite complete, but the fol- 
lowing gentlemen have consented to serve :—- 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Samuel Hoare, Bart., C.M.G.., 
M.P. (Chairman). 
Appointed by the President of the Board of Trade: 
Mr. A. F. Bird, M.P. 
Mr. J. D. Kiley, M.P. 
Mr. E. Manville, M.P. 
Mr. A. M. Samuel, M.P. 
Sir Frank Warner, K.B.E. 
Mr. J. Gavin. 
Mr. W. L. Hichens. 
Mr. J. A. Milne. 
Mr. G. A. Moore. 
Mr, Percy Ashley, C.B. 
Mr. R. E. Enthoven, C.I1.E. 

Nominated by the Treasury :— 

Mr. A. McFadyean. 

Nominated by the Association of 

Commerce :— 

Mr. A. B. Ball (Manchester). 

Mr. J. W. Murray (Glasgow). 

Mr. EK. B, Tredwen (London). 

Mr. Frank Moore (Derby, Leicester and Not- 
tingham). 

Mr. Jonathan Peate (Bradford, Leeds, Halifax 
and Huddersfield). 

Nominated by the Federation of British Industries: 

Mr. G. E. Alexander. 
Mr. T. Bolton. 
Mr. F. R. Davenport. 
Mr. R. G. Perry, C.B.E. (Association of British 
Chemical Manufacturers). 
Mr. Henry Summers. 
Nominated by the National Union of Manufac- 
turers :-— | 
Mr. A. Berkeley. 
Mr. F. G. Dorizzi. 
Nominated by the Ministry of Labour to represent 
Whitley Councils :— 
Mr. J. B. Burch. \ 
Mr. H. R. Symonds. f Employers. 
Mr. W. T. Kelly. V ork 
Mr. A. Whiting. } munpeny. 
Nominated by the Association of Trade Protection 
Societies :— 
Mr. G. M. Chamberlin, J.P. 
Nominated by the National Chamber of Trade :— 
Mr. Thomas Pratt. 
Nominated by the Parliamentary Committee of the 
Co-operative Congress :— 
Mr. W. E. Dudley. 
Nominated by the Parliamentary Committee of the 

Trades Union Coneress :— 

Mr. A. Onions, M.P. 
Colonel Will Thorne, M.P. 


The first meeting of the full Council was held at the 
Board of Trade on Tuesday, the 25th March, Sir 
Samuel Hoare, M.P., in the chair. In order to carry 
through the work entrusted to them as expeditiously 
as possible, the Council decided to appoint from their 
own number five Sub-Committees, which should meet 
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two or three times a week and would deal 
with the following groups of commodities :— 
(1) Textiles and Apparel. 
(2) Glass and Leather. 
(3) Motor-cars and Manufactures of Wood. 
(4) Machinery and Hardware; and 
(5) Fancy Goods and Miscellaneous Manufactures 

The conclusions of the Sub-Committees as to each 
particular commodity will be reviewed by the whole 
Council, which will make final recommendations to 
the Government. for this purpose, the Council wij] 
meet weekly. 

Any associations or other bodies or firms desirous of 
making representations as to any changes in the list of 
Import Restrictions, whether by way of omissions oy 
additions, should address such representations as goon 
as possible to the Secretary to the Council, Mr. H. J 
Phillips, Department of Import Restrictions, 22, Car. 
lisle Place, London, S.W.1. 


primarily 





SUPPLEMENT TO THE “ JOURNAL.” 
The *‘ Board of Trade Journal’’ of to-day contains 
a special Supplement giving full details of the existing 
prohibitions upon Imports. 
The Supplement contains three appendices: — 
A. A list of General Licences in operation on 25th 
March, 1919; 
B. The principal articles free from Import Restric. 
tions; and 
C. Prohibited Articles for which applications must 
be made to authorities other than the Depart- 
ment of Import Restrictions. 


PAPER CONTROL. 


WITHDRAWAL OF “NO RETURNS ” ORDER. 

The Controller of Paper gives notice that arrange- 
ments have been made by the Board of Trade for the 
withdrawal of the Paper Restriction (Prohibition of 
Returns) Order, 1918, dated 24th May, 1918, to take 
effect as and from the 31st inst. 











IMPORTS OF PAPER AND PAPER-MAKING 
MATERIALS. 

In conformity with the general licence issued to the 
Customs, as stated in our issue of the 138th inst., all 
Paper and Paper-making Materials from sources within 
the British Empire are to be admitted freely and with- 
out licence as from that date. 

The system by which payment was required to be 
made to the Department of the Controller of Papér 
for imports of Paper and Paper-making Materials from 
Sweden since 17th June, 1918, will also be withdrawn 
on the 31st inst. 





PROVISIONS AND STORES FOR SHIPS. 


RESTRICTIONS RELAXED. 


The Board of Trade, Marine Department, are now 
relaxing, as far as practicable, the restrictions on the 
shipment of provisions and other ships’ stores that have 
been in operation during the latter stages of the war. 

The text of the Official Notice is as follows:— 


1. It has been decided to relax, as from the Ist April, 
1919, the existing regulations and arrangements for con- 
trolling the supply of ships’ provisions and other ships’ stores, 
which are described in Board of Trade Handbills 491 and 402. 

2. British and Allied ships will fall into two classes : — 

(1) British and Allied ships going to ports in certain 
specified countries, and 
(2) British and Allied ships going to other ports. 

Specified countries are Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Hol- 
land, Germany and Baltic countries. 

Vessels in Class (1) will continue to be dealt with under 
the existing arrangements and regulations. Pre-entry will 
be required. Stores may be allowed for a voyage to a 
specified country and back to the United Kingdom. The 
voyage may be direct or may include a port or ports in 
Belgium and/or France. If, however, after leaving the 
specified country the vessel is proceeding to a more distant 
port, stores will be allowed sufficient to take the vessel te 
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the s ecified country and bring her back direct from the 
specified country to the United Kingdom . 

Vessels in Class (2) will not be required to have their stores 
re-entered on Customs form 8.28, before shipment at ports 
in the United Kingdom, and will therefore be no longer 
subject to control as regards the supply of stores, 
For the purpose of control of ships’ provisions and other 
stores the following countries are regarded as ‘‘Allied”’ :— 
france, United States, Italy, Belgium, Japan, Portugal, 
Greece, Roumania. — 

3 Neutral ships will fall into two classes : — . 

(1) Neutral ships going to ports in the countries men- 
tioned in paragraph 2. 
(2) Neutral ships going to other ports. 

More latitude in taking stores will be allowed to vessels in 
Class (2) than to vessels in Class (1). Pre-entry will be re- 
quired for vessels in both classes. For vessels in Class (2) 
stores Will be allowed for a round voyage, or for a voyage to 
the port of final discharge of cargo. 

For vessels in Class (1) stores will be allowed for a voyage 
to a specified country and back to the United Kingdom. The 
voyage may be direct or may include a port cr ports in 
Belgium and/or France. If, however, after leaving the 
specified country the vessel is proceeding to a more distant 
port, stores will be allowed sufficient to take the vessel to 
the specified country and bring back direct from the 
snecihed country to the United Kingdom. 

4, Fresh provisions, and other daily and periodical eup- 
plies of provisions for consumption on board ship in port, 
will continue to be dealt with under existing arrangements, 
except in the case of vessels coming within class (2), para- 
graph 2, of this Notice. In this case they will no longer be 
subject to control. 

5. The Board of Trade have withdrawn the restrictions on 
the sending of ships’ stores by rail from port to port. 

6. The Board have also withdrawn the limitations on the 
quantities of foodstuffs shipped for the feeding of first-class 
and second-class passengers, and have cancelled the tempo- 
rary modifications made in the third class (emigrant) dietary 
scale. 

7. The clause inserted in articles of agreement under which 
seamen agreed to receive a smaller meat ration than they 
were entitled to under the Statutory Scale of Provisions will 
no longer be inserted. The quantities of meat allowed to be 
shipped as ships’ stores will be based on the Statutory Scale. 

8. Flour and products of flour required for consumption on 
board ship wi'l be dealt with specially under Customs super- 
vision, as hitherto. 

9. Further information as to the regulations and arrange- 
ments in force on and after the Ist April. 1919, can be ob- 
tained at any Board of Trade Survevor’s Office. 

10. This Handhill supersedes Handbills 401 and 402, which 
are hereby cancelled. 





THE RAILWAYS. 





GOVERNMENT OFFER. 


The Board of Trade has issued the following state- 
ment :— 

At a meeting between representatives of the Government, 
the Railway Executive Committee, and the Railway Unions, 
the whole of the concessions offered by the Government were 
reviewed and agreed interpretations arrived at. These terms 
now await ratification by the two Unions. If ratified, it is 
agreed that negotiations on the remaining items in the 
programme shall be continued at once, and the Government 
undertake that every effort will be made to secure a fair 
and speedy settlement on these items. The following are 
the agreed interpretations above referred to:— 


1. GvaRANTEED Werek.—The standard  week’s work 
t© consist of 48 hours. The standard week’s wages, 
exclusive of any payment for overtime or Sunday 
duty, to be guaranteed to all emplovees who are 
available for duty throughout the week, but turns com- 
mencing on a Saturday and finishing on a Sunday shall form 
part of the guaranteed week, and all turns commencing on 
a Sunday shall be excluded from the operation of the 
guaranteed week. 

In the event of a strike affecting the work of any grade, 
either generally or in any district, the question of suspend- 
ing the operation of this article shall be referred to the 
Joint Committee to be set up under Article 7 of this 
Memorandum. 

GuaRANTEED Day.—This to be further discussed. 

2. Overtrwe.—All time worked on week davs in excess of 
the standard hours to be paid for at the rate of time and a 
quarter, each day to stand by itself for overtime purposes. 

3. Sennay Dety.—(12 o’clock midnight Saturday to 12 
midnight Sunday.) Time and a half without addition to rate 
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for overtime and/or night duty. The same to apply to 
Christmas Day and Good Friday. Hours worked on those 
days in excess of the standard number of hours shall not be 
computed as part of the hours of work of any other day. 


4. Nieut Duty (week days).—(a) All ordinary time worked 
between 10 p.m. and 4 a.m. to be paid at the rate of time 
and a quarter. 

(b) All overtime worked between 10 p.m. and 4 a.m. to 
be paid at an inclusive rate of time and a half. 


5. Rest.—In all regular duties a period of 12 hours’ rest 
to be shown on the rosters at the home station, but in other 
cases a2 minimum of 9 hours. 


6. Hortpays.—One week’s holiday with pay after 12 
months’ service to include the casual employees who are 
regularly employed, without prejudice to those men who 
already have a longer holiday under their existing condi- 
tions of service. 


7. ManaGEMENT.—The Negotiating Committees of the two 
Unions will be recognised as the medium for dealing with all 
questions affecting rates of pay and conditions of service 
while the present negotiations are proceeding. 

A Committee shall be appointed to consider and report: 


(1) as to the setting up of a Joint Committee, con- 
sisting of representatives of the Railway Executive 
Committee and of the two Unions, to deal with any 
questions that arise in regard to rates of pay and con- 
ditions of service of the men within the Conciliation 
Grades, as from the date when these negotiations are 
concluded and the time until some final arrangement is 
arrived at in regard to the future position of railways. 

(2) as to the continuance or discontinuance of the 
existing Conciliation Boards. 

When the new Ministry of Ways and Communications 
is set up it is the intention of the Government to provide 
in the organisation for, and to avail itself fully of, the 
advantage of assistance, co-operation, and advice from 
the workers in the Transportation Industry. 


8. Waces ano Rater or Pay.—The present wages to be 
stabilised till 3lst December, 1919, and any reduction of the 
War Wage under the agreement of November, 1918, to be 
waived. 

As regards standardisation of rates of pay and removal of 
present anomalies, this can only be dealt with in connection 
with a general revision of permanent wages, and therefore 
it is proposed that the present negotiations sha!l be con- 
tinued for fixing new standard rates, so as to insure that all 
men throughout the country shall receive the same payment 
for the same work under the same conditions. 

This will involve a transfer of a part of the War Wage to 
the permanent wage, but the Government agrees that up to 
3lst December. 1919, no man shall receive less in weekly 
rate of wage, plus war wage, than he is receiving at present, 
while anyone to whom the new War Wage and new rate 
vield more than they are receiving at present shall receive 
the edvantage as soon as an arrangement is arrived at. 

At the end of the vear the whole situation wi'l he reviewed. 
The War Wage will have to be looked at in the licht of the 
circumstances of the time generally, and it will be open to 
the men to ask for a revision of the new standard rates if 
they think a case can be made for it. But the annmalies of 
varying pay for similar work under similar conditions will 
have been removed. and future negotiations wil! he rendered 
much easier through there being only one set of figures to 
work upon. 

9. OrneR ItrMs IN THE PRoGRAMMES.—These to be 
discussed at further meetings. 





WATER POWER RESOURCES COMMITTFE, 

The members of the Water-Power Resources Com- 
mittee which issued the Interim Report on Water 
Powers in Great Britain, which was published in the 
“ Journal ’’ last week, are as follows:—Sir John Snell 
(Chairman), G. S. Albright, Esq., Sir Dueald Clerk, 
K.B.E., F.R.S., Dr. J. F. Crowley, H. F. Carlil!, Esq. 
(Board of Trade), Philip Dawson, Esq., Prof. Arnold 
Hartley Gibson, Sir John Griffith (Chairman of Trish 
Sub-Committee), Vernon Hartshorn, Esq., M P.. Hugh 
Robert Mill, Esq., A. Newlands, Fsq.. GC. Vyle, 
Esq. (representing the Associated Chambors of Com- 
merce of the United Kingdom), Arthur J. Walter, Fsq., 
K.C. (did not sign the report owing to absenre through 
illness), Ralph Walter, Esq. (Ministry of Reeonstrue- 
tion), D. J. Williams, Esq., R. T. G. French. Fsq., 
Secretary. 
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Special Articles. 





BRITISH EXPORT TRADE, 1913-1918. 
AN AMERICAN REPORT. 


We have received an official report upon the ** Export 
Trade Policy of the United Kingdom, 1913—1918 © 
which has been prepared by the Bureau of Research 
of the United States War Trade Board. The purpose 
of this report is to present in summarised form the 
character and extent of the export trade of the United 
Kingdom since the beginning of the war The investi- 
gation was prompted by varying opinions that prevailed 
in the United States in regard to the effect which the 
war was having on this trade. The Report, which 
investigates the relative quantities of goods in the 
several years, and reduces war values to the prices of 
1913 in order to compare volumes of trade, brings out 
clearly the extent to which the United Kingdom has 
sacrificed its export trade during the war. 





GENERAL NATURE OF REPORT. 

The report, which is dated 28th October, 1918, pre- 
sents a summary of the export trade of the United 
Kingdom and detailed data regarding fourteen groups 
of commodities about which special inquiries have 
been submitted to the Bureau of Research. Compari- 
sons are made with United States exports throughout. 
The summary is as follows:— 

In terms of current prices, the tctal United Kingdom 
exports of 1917 were about 94 per cent., and those of the 
first six months of the present calendar year (1918) at the 
rate of about 83 per cent. of the total of 1913. But prices 
have risen so rapidly that these figures are misleading. If 
prices had not changed since 1913, the exports for 1917 would 
have been approximately 45 per cent. and those for the first 
half of the present calendar year at the rate of 3/7 per cent. 
of the total for 1913. During the same period United States 
exports have increased about 150 per cent. in terms ol 
current prices. In terms of 1913 prices the approximate 
increases for the United States were 75 per cent. in 1917 
and 30 per cent. in 1918. 

The once large re-export trade of the United Kingdom 
has nearly ceased. In the six months January to June, 1918, 
it was about 13 per cent., in terms of 1913 prices, of what 
it was in the corresponding six months of 1913. In the same 
terms the United States re-export trade, though much less 
important than that of the United Kingdom, has increased 
about 17 per cent. from 1913 to 1918. In terms of murket 
prices, it has increased about 122 per cent. ' 

Both the United Kingdom and the United States show 
greatly increased exports to the European allies, the increases 
to these countries being greater on the part of the United 
States in some instances than on the part cf the United 
Kingdom. The chief explanation of the greater increases from 
the United States is that the United Kingdom has been in 
the war from the beginning and has not been able to spare 
so much to her allies as has the United States. A great 
falling off in United States exports to the European allies 
has taken place since we entered the war. 

In practically all cases where the United Kinedom shows 
increased exports it is due to shipments to her allies. This 
is true of her large export of steel bars and rods, though 
the quantities of these have shown a great decline in 1918. 
The only significant exception to this rule is in the case of 
soap, and soap is a relatively unimportant export. Rubber 
manufactures are an apparent exception, because data are 
in prices rather than quantities, and woollen tissues were 
an exception until 1917, but since then they have been 
exported in greatly reduced quantities. Nearly all exported 
commodities, however, especially all important exports, show 
great decreases in quantities, while nearly all corresponding 
commodities for the United States show either marked in- 
creases or much smaller decreases than do those of the United 
Kingdom 

If we consider the tota! export trade other than with 
European allies, that of the United Kingdom is now onlv 
about one-third what it was in 1913, while that of the United 
States is about four-fifths of what it was, in terms of 1913 
prices. In other words, the United Kingdom has lost or given 
up about three times as much of this non-allied or competi- 
tive trade as has the United States. 

From the above data and others which are given in greater 
detail in this report we see that, while Great Britain still 
re-exports small quantities of commodities which she gets 
from the United States and other countries, or uses them 
in such a way as to have moro of her own products to export, 
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and while some commodities whose exports we restrict may jp 
a few instances be obtained from England by South America, 
and other distant countries, nevertheless, such cases a», 
now exceptional and comparatively unimportant. 

These facts indicate the drastic measures which Grea; 
Britain has taken in cutting down her great foreign traq 
in order to win the war, and they appear all the more drasti, 
when we consider Britain’s problems concerning foreign 
exchange and the further fact that so much tonnage noy 
departs from her ports in ballast. | 


THE BRITISH STAPLE TRADES. 
The Report then analyses the British Staple Trades 
us follows :— 


An examination of all the important commodities exported 
from the United Kingdom shows that, of about twenty 
commodities reaching a total of over £4,000,000 each in 1919 
or 1913, all now have decreased quantities exported except 
two, namely, (1) arms, ammunition, military and _ naya| 
supplies, and (2) woollen tissues. If we extend the list to 
include all commodities the annual export of each of which 
was valued at over £1,000,000 in ly12 or 1913, there are 
about 90 items, only 8 of which show increased quantities, 
They are: (1) Coke; (2) steel in bars, rods, angles, shapes 
or sections; (3) tin, unwrought; (4) machine tools; (5) 
woollen tissues ; (6) linen yarns; (7) arms, ammunition, naval 
and military stores; and (8) soap. 

Cotton Pircre Goons. 

No other British export compares in value with that oj 
cotton piece goods. In 1913 United Kingdom domestic 
exports were over seven billions of yards, valued at nearly 
half a billion dollars. The United Kingdom for many years 
has held the leadership in the manufacture and export of 
this class of goods, and their. distribution has been to 
practically every country in the world. In 1913 the United 
States export of all cotton cloths was only one-sixteenth 
that of the United Kingdom’s. Since the war began, 
Britain’s huge exports have slumped to two-thirds of thei; 
former amount, while those of the United States have 
increased by over 50 per cent. The United Kingdom exports 
to France have increased very much, but the quantities sent 
to nearly every other important country have decreased 
greatly. 

What is true of cotton piece goods in general is true of 
most of the different varieties or subclasses. The main 
varieties are: (1) Unbleached, (2) bleached, (3) dyed in the 
piece, (4) printed, and (5) dyed in the yarn, in order of 
importance as they figured in the United Kingdom exports 
before the war. Since the war began the exports of un- 
bleached have fallen off much more than those of bleached. 

The classes of cotton cloths exported from the United 
States which are most important in terms of value as well 
as in quantities are designated as unbleached, bleached, 
printed, dyed-in-the-piece, and dyed-in-the-yarn, respec- 
tively. In the period from 1913 to 1918 the total yardage 
of all exports of these cloths increased over 50 per cent., 
and the total value over 200 per cent. 

Woo.ten Goons. 

Data regarding apparel are not given in termg of 
quantity, but in terms of prices only, both 1n the United 
Kingdom and in the United States. In 1913 the total 
value of this class of domestic exports from the United 
Kingdom was 47 million dollars, but in 1917 this had fallen 
to 37 million dollars, and in the first half of 1918 it was 
less than 17 million dollars; this in spite of the rapidly 
increasing prices. No greater proportion of this class of 
exports has gone to the European allies, so far as the data 
available show. Important decreases have occurred in 
shipments to Canada, Argentine Republic, Brazil, Chile, 
China, Australia, and New Zealand. There have been in- 
creases In shipments to Norway, Denmark, the United 
States, Egypt, and British West Africa. The re-exports 
of this class of goods amounted to 710,000 dols. in 1913, and 
had fallen to 6,€00 dols. in the first half of 1918. Nearly 
every country for which a separate amount is given shows 
a very notable decrease. France is an exception to this 
rule. 

In terms of value the United States exports of this class 
of goods increased from 23 million dollars in 1913 to 44 
million dollars in 1917, but fell to 34 million dollars in 1918. 
There was a marked increase in shipments to the allies. 
which totalled 143,000 dols. in 1913 and 806.000 dols. in 
1918. There has been a large increase in sales to Canada 
also, Sales to South America have been relatively unim- 
portant, but in 1917 they were 50 per cent. greater than 
in 1913. In 1918, however, they were only half the 1913 
figure. From 1913 to 1917 sales to the Philippine Islands 
more than trebled, and those to Australia and New Zealand 
about doubled. Except in the case of the Furonean allies, 
sales to all important countries were less in 1918 than in 1917. 
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Worstep TISSvss. 

This is one of the more important classes of British 
exports, amounting to over 30 million dollars in 1913 and 
1914. The total quantity exported in 1913 was 62 million 
cards. Exports fell to 43 million yards in 1917, and to 
ig million yards in the first six months of 1918. In this 
period there was a large increase of yardage sent to France 
and a notable increase to Portugal, though on the whole 
there Were no great increases to the other European allies. 
The quantities sent to the important European neutrals 
doubled from 1913 to 1916, but were shut off almost entirely 
by 1918. Over 9 million yards were sent to the United 
States in 1918 and 383 million yards in 1914, but only 
1: million yards in the first half of 1918. In the main, 
shipments to the principal South American countries have 
been nearly maintained, and those to Egypt have more 
than doubled. British India and China show great de- 
creases, and the amounts now sent to Australia and New 
Jealand are less than half what they were in 1913. 

There is no separate classification in the United States 
corresponding to this British classification of worsted tissues. 

Woo.LeN TISSUES. 


In terms of value this is one of the more important 
British exports, amounting to 70 million dollars in 1913. 
The yardage exported decreased in 1914 and 1915, but in 
1916 was 25 per cent. greater than in 1913. The year 1917 
showed some decline fom this high point, and the total for 
the first half of 1918 was less than one-third of the total for 
the full year of 1913. The exports to France have increased 
about sevenfold since the war began; but those to the other 
ailies have decreased very rapidly since 3916. Kussia showed 
an increase in purchases until that time. The export to 
the important Kuropean neutrals in 1916 and 191/ were 
more than double those of 1913, the most marked increases 
being to Denmark and the Netherlands. The exports to 
these neutrals in the first half of 1918 were insignificant. 
Other countries showing important decreases in purchases 
are Canada, Argentine Republic, Brazil, Chile, British 
India, Australia, and New Zealand. Egypt has not been 
an important purchaser, but shows a considerable increase 
from 1913 to 1918. 

The United States statistics divide the exports of woollen 
manufactures into three classes only, namely, wearing 
apparel, rags, and ‘‘all other.’’ The exports of woollen and 
worsted tissues are included in the class of ‘‘all other.*’ 
As compared with British exports. those for the United 
States were very small in 1913, amounting to only 1 million 
dollars. No quantity data are given. From 1913 to 1916 
the total value of the exports of this class increased from 
1 million to 33 million dollars, though in 1917 it was only 
12 million dollars, and 13 million dollars in 1918. To put 
it in another way, the exports to the European allies have 
increased sixfold, and those to the rest of the world about 
sixteenfold from 1913 to 1918. The more notable increases 
among the allies have been to France, Italy, and Russia. 
Equally great have been the increases to Canada, nearly 
all the South American countries, Japan, and Australia. 


LEATHER Boots AND SHOES. 


The United Kingdom classification of leather manufac- 
tures does not enumerate leather leggings and many other 
classes of leather gocds. The most important leather manu- 
facture which is given in the British statistics is that of 
hoots and shoes. In 1913 the United Kingdom exported over 
17 million pairs, at a value of over £4,000,000. This total 
did not fall greatly in 1914, but it showed a slump ot 
nearly one-third in 1915. The 1916 figures are nearly as 
great as the pre-war figures, but those of 1917 again showed 
a great decline, and in the first half of the present calendar 
year (1918), only 24 million pairs were exported—that is, 
less than one-sixth of the number for the 12 months of 1913. 

As would naturally be expected, a large part of the 
United Kingdom exports of boots and shoes has gone to 
her allies, especially to France and Italy. We do not have 
separate data for important European neutrals except in 
the case of the Netherlands and Switzerland. The exports 
to the Netherlands in 1915 and 1916 showed some increase 
over pre-war years, but in 1917 they were less than half 
what they were in 1913, and the British statistics show 
nothing for the Netherlands in the first half of 1918. 
Switzerland’s takings have decreased every year since 1913, 
and practically ceased, so far as the statistics show, after 
1916. The shipments to the United States inereased in 
1914 and 1915, but since have fallen to practically nothing. 
Prior to the war large shipments were made to Argentine 
Republic and Chile, but they have fallen to less than one- 
tenth of their pre-war amounts. The facts are similar as 
regards Egypt and Australia, the other large purchasers of 
these Briti<h exports. Xe-exports of leather boots and 
shoes from the United Kingdom have never been important 
and had practically ceased by the end of 1916. 
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In 1913 the United States exported something over 10 
million pairs of boots and shoes, as compared with 17 
million for the United Kingdom. But while the total ex- 
ports of the United Kingdom have fallen to less than one- 
third of what they were in 1913, those of the United States 
doubled by 1916. The exports of these goods were somewhat 
lower in 1917 and 1918, being in each of these years about 
150 per cent. of what they were in 1913. The large increase 
in the United States exports of this class of goods has gone 
to the European allies, though there has been an increase 
of 30 per cent. to non-allied countries. The notable increases 
to the allies have been to the United Kingdom, Russia, 
Italy, and France. Marked increases to non-allied countries 
have been made in shipments to Asia and Africa. The 
great increases in Asiatic shipments have been to Japan, 
Russia in Asia, and the British East Indies. A very large 
increase has been made in shipments to British South 
Africa, 

Rvusser Boots snp SHOES. 

The United Kingdom domestic exports of rubber boots 
and shoes are not nearly so important as the exports of 
leather boots and shoes, being less than one-tenth the same 
volume; furthermore, the statistics available show separate 
amounts for very few countries, and nothing but totals 
after 3lst December, 1916. In 1913 the total domestic exports 
were a little over 14 million pairs. In the first half of 1918 
this had fallen to about half a million pairs, or, in other 
words, about two-thirds of the number exported in the 
corresponding half of 1913. Of the countries given, France is 
the only one shewing an increase of purchases. Statistics 
regarding re-exports are similar in character to those 
regarding domestic exports, though the quantities con- 
cerned are very much smalier. There is a very notable 
increase in these re-exports of boots and shoes to the end 
of 1916 to Norway, Denmark and ‘‘other foreign countries’’ 
ror which quantities are not specified separately. The total 
re-export in 1917 was over five times as great as the total 
for 1913, but had dropped to practically nothing by the 
first half of the calendar year 1918. 

In 1913 the United States exported over 2} million pairs. 
as compared with 13 milion pairs by the United Kingdom. 
The United States exports increased to nearly 4 million 
pairs in 1917, but fell below 3 million pairs in 1918. The 
1918 export, however, was nearly 20 per cent. greater than 
that of 1913. If we exclude the exports to the European 
allies, the quantity sold by the United States has fallen to 
one-half what it was in 1913. Early shipments to Belgium 
and Italy were large, but practically all of the increase, 
especially since the war began, has been to France and the 
United Kingdom. There have been large relative increases 
also in our much less important shipments to Newfoundland 
and Labrador, and some increase in shipments to Canada 
and South Africa. The shipments to South America and 
Asia have fallen off very much. 

RueBer Tyres anv Tubes. 

The statistics of this class of goods are given in terms of 
value only, and only the totals are available for 1917 and 
the first half of 1918. In terms of value the United King- 
dom domestic exports of rubber tyres and tubes increased 
from over 6 million dollars in 1913 to over 10 million dollars 
in 1916, but showed a marked decrease in 1917 and the 
first half of 1918. If the increasing: prices are taken into 
account, it is probable that the total exports have decreased 
in the period from 1913 to 1918. <A considerable part of 
these exports has been sent to France and Italy. Separate 
data for the other allied countries are not available. There 
have also been increases in terms of value, though probably 
not in quantity, to Sweden, Denmark, and Switzerland, 
as well as to British India and Australasia. There have 
heen decreases, even in terms of value, to Argentina and 
Brazil. No other countries of importance are given 
separately. All the above statements apply to the period 
from 1913 to 1916, except the figures for total exports. 

Our information regarding these exports from the United 
States is also in terms of values rather than quantities, 
and in these terms they show an increase from 4} million 
dollars in 1913 to 21 million dollars in 1916. though the 
total had fallen to a little over 15 million dollars in 1918. 
If exports to the European allies are excluded, the total 
for the United States increased from less than 3 million 
dollars in 1913 to over 13 million dollars in 1918. In fact, 
the great increases to the European allies were in the years 
1915 to 1917, mostly in 1916, and the amount sent to them 
in 1918 was actually less than in 191% or 1914, There have 
been specially large increases in sales to Canada, Mexico, 
and other North American countries. There have been 
huge increases also to South American countries, notably 
to Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Peru, Uruguay, and Venezuela, 
the total to South America being over sixteen times as great 
in 1918 as in 1913 or 1914. What is true of the increases 
to South America is true, in almost the same degree, of 
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shipments to Australia, New Zealand, and Japan. Of 
course, all the above figures, being in terms of value, 
exaggerate the facts if we have quantities in mind. 


OTHER RUBBER MANUFACTURES. 


The British export of this class of rubber manufactures 
fell off very greatly in terms of value during the years of 
1914 and 1915, but in 1916 and 1917 were almost as great 
as in pre-war years. They showed some decline, however, 
in the first half of 1918. No statistics for separate countries 
are available for 1917 or 1918. The most significant changes 
to that time were as follows: An increase of about 50 per 
cent, to France; a decrease of about 35 per cent. to Italy; 
the practical discontinuance of exports to Belgium; and 
marked decreases to the United States, Mexico, Argentine 
Republic, and Brazil. Exceptions to the rule of decreases 
were increases to British India, China, Australia, and New 
Zealand. If the value figures were converted into terms 
of tons, the above statements would be modified greatly, 
showing decreases in practically every case. 

Prior to the war the value of this class of United States 
exports was a little less than half that of the corresponding 
class of the United Kingdom. While the value of the United 
Kingdom exports of this class of goods was about the same 
in 1917 as it was in 1913, the value of the corresponding 
exports for the United States had more than doubled, being 
84 million dollars. The value of exports fell to something 
over 6. million dollars in 1918. There have been large in- 
creases in this class of exports to the allies, especially to 
France, Italy, and the United'Kingaom. There have also 
been large increases in shipments to Canada, Mexico, Cuba, 
Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Peru, Uruguay, Venezuela, Japan, 
Australia, and New Zealand. 

The usual caution regarding the misleading character of 
price data is in point here. 

Soap. 


Soap is not one of the more important exports of the 
United Kingdom, but it is one about which special inquiry 
has been made. 

The domestic exports of this commodity form one of the 
few exceptions to the decline which United Kingdom 
exports in general have shown since the war began. The 
total domestic exports of this class of soap (toilet soap) in 
1913 were 86,000 hundredweight, and had increased to 
99,000 hundredweight in 1917, and the total for the first 
six months of 1918 was 41,000 hundredweight. The most 
marked increases to 1916 were to France, Argentine Re- 
public, British India, and China. Data for separate 
countries are not given after that time. 

United States data for this class of soap are not given 
in terms of quantity. The value of the total export in 1913 
was about the same as for the same class of soap for the 
United Kingdom; in other words, a little over 2 million 
dollars. The value for 1915 was somewhat less than this, 
and for 1916 considerably greater; but for the other years, 
to and including 1918, there has been no great change. On 
the whole, there has been a decrease in the exports of this 
class of soap to the European allies, but a marked increase in 
the value of exports to Canada, Mexico, Central America, 
Cuba, and the other West Indies frem 1913 to 1918. In the 
same period the exports to Australia and New Zealand 
have decreased very much, while those to the Philippines 
have increased. 

The United Kingdom domestic export of household and 
laundry soap is somewhat less in value than that of toilet 
soap, but, as in the case of toilet soap, the total quantity 
exported has increased since the war began. The data on 
this export are not very detailed, but they show that to 
1916 the quantity sent to the Netherlands increased three- 
fold. There is also some increase in the quantity sent to 
the Argentine Republic and Chile and very slight increases 
to British India and China. United Kingdom re-exports of 
household and laundry soap and also of toilet soap have 
~ sg been important, and they had practically ceased by 

In value the export of soap (other than toilet or fancy) 
in 1913 was about 50 per cent. greater than the correspond- 
ing export from the United Kingdom. In terms of quantity, 
it increased from 51 million pounds in 1913 to 83 million 
pounds in 1918, in other words, the United States export 
increased by 60 per cent., whereas that of the United 
Kingdom increased by about 16 per cent. in the same time. 
During the last two years nearly all of our export of this 
class of soap has gone to non-allied countries, though we 
sent a large quantity to France in 1918. Prior to 1917 we 
sent very large amounts to the United Kingdom, but since 
that time only small amounts. By far the largest increases 
have been to Mexico, Central America, Cuba, and the other 
West Indies, but there also has been an extremely large 
increase to China. 
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Sire, Bar, Rops, ETC. 


This is another of the larger items of British expo 
and it is an exception to the rule of a decrease in quantity 
since the war began. But whereas, before the war the 
United Kingdom sent only a small part of this clasg of 
steel to the allied countries, in 1916 she shipped to Frangge 
alone more than twice the tonnage exported to all countries 
in 1913. Her total exports of these steels have declined 
very much since 1916, and the amounts going to countries 
other than European allies during the first half of the 
present calendar year have been comparatively insignif. 
cant. United Kingdom re-exports of these commodities were 
never large, and amounted to only 303 tons from Ist Jann. 
ary to 30th June, 1918. 

United States exports of steel bars and rods to the present 
European allies were nine times as great in 1917 ag jp 
1913. They fell off very much during the past year because 
of the military needs of the United States, but the tonnage 
sold to the world, excluding the European allies, was more 
than double in 1918 what it was in 1913. The greatest 
increase has been in shipments to Japan. The tonnage gent 
to South America has nearly trebled in the past five years, 
though the total is not relatively large. 


GALVANISED SHEETS. 


Before the war this was the largest single item in terms 
of value under the important United Kingdom exports of 
‘iron and steel and manufactures thereof.’’ The exports 
of this product during the first six months of 1918 were 
less than two-thirds of 1 per cent. of the total for 1913. 
this in terms of quantity. Formerly British India, Aus. 
tralia, South America (especially Argentine Republic), and 
Japan purchased huge quantities of these sheets in the 
United Kingdom. Other smaller though large purchasers 
in the same market were South Africa, New Zealand, 
Canada, Java, Portuguese East Africa, and Russia. After 
the war started a very great increase was made in exports 
to France, but, as mentioned above, the total to all coun- 
tries during the past year is comparatively insignificant. 

The United States exports of these sheets in 1918 had 
decreased to 70 per cent. of the tonnage of 1913. This is a 
marked decrease, but nothing in comparison with that of 
the United Kingdom. The best customers of the United 
States are Canada, South America, Australia, British South 
Africa, and the Philippines. Large amounts were sent to 
British India in 1915 and 1917. We have never sent any 
great quantity to the European allies. 


RatLts For RAILWAYS. 


The United Kingdom export of ‘‘new iron and steel rails”’ 
had fallen from over half a million tons in 1913 to less than 
16,000 tons in the first six months of 1918. The once large 
exports that went to South America (especially Argentine 
Republic), British India, Australia, and Africa have all but 
ceased. In 1916, the last vear for which countries of desti- 
nation are given in detail, nearly half the tonnage went 
to France, while two-thirds of the remainder went to British 
India. Before the war there was a small re-export of rails, 
mostly to Argentina, but the United Kingdom accounts 
show that all such re-exports have ceased. 

The United States exported about 90 per cent. as great a 
tonnage of rails in 1913 as did the United Kingdom. There 
was a great decrease in the fiscal year 1914; that is, before 
the war began. This was mostly because of decreased orders 
from Australia, Canada, and Mexico. In 1915 there was 
a huge slump in orders from Canada, Argentina, and 
Brazil, so that the total for the year was not greatly over 
a third of that for 1913. But the next three years brought 
large sales to France and Russia and great increases to 
Canada and Cuba. The totals in 1916 and 1917 far sur- 
passed previous records, but that of 1918 was hardly equal 
to that of 1913. Exports to South America in 1918 were 
only about one-seventh of the tonnage in 1913. 


Cast IRonN aND MANUFACTURES THEREOF. 


The statistics of the United Kingdom do not give a 
separate classification for stoves, but evidently include them 
in the unenumerated cast-iron manufactures. This is 8 
relatively unimportant export, and has declined so much 
that in the first half of the present year the tonnage shipped 
was less than one-tenth that sold in 1913. Argentina, which 
formerly received the largest shipments under this heading, 
obtained only 742 tons in 1917, and 420 tons in the firet 
six months of 1918. 

United States exports of stoves and ranges are given by 
value only in reports of the Department of Commerce. The 
conversion of value data into tons shows a decline of 50 
per cent. from 1913 to 1918 in total quantity exported. There 
has been a notable increase to the European allies, especi- 
ally to France in 1915, and to France and the United King- 
dom in 1916. The exports to Canada were most important 
before the war, and they have fallen 50 per cent. Those to 
Australia, New Zealand, and the Philippines have fallen 
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off greatly also, while those to Cuba have increased several 
‘ld. The quantity sent to South America has remained 
almost stationary on the whole, though there were fair 
‘ncreases in 1916 and 1917. 


The Report, which is published by the Government 
Printing Office, Washington, contains a series of charts 
Jlustrating the data upon which the summaries are 


hased. 





COAL COMMISSION. 


THE CHAIRMAN’S INTERIM REPORT. 

The following is the text of the Interim Report by 
Tae HonouRaBLE Mr. Justice SANKEY (Chairman), 
Mr. ARTHUR BALFOUR, Sir ARTHUR 
DUCKHAM, anp Srr THOMAS ROYDEN, Bart. 








TO THE KING’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 
May IT PLEASE Your MaJEsTYy. 


We have the honour to present our Interim Report 
in pursuance of the Coal Industry Commission Act, 


1919. 
The Report is divided into three parts :— 
(1) The Recommendations. 
(2) The Report. 
(3) The Evidence. 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
AND WAGES. 
I, 

We recommend that the Coal Mines Regulation Act, 
1908, commonly called the Hight Hours Act, be 
amended by the substitution, in the clauses limiting 
the hours of work underground, of the word ** seven ’ 
for the word ‘‘ eight ’’ as and from 16th July, 1919, 
and, subject to the economic position of the industry 
ab the end of 1920, by the substitution of the word 
‘six’ for the word “ eight ’’ as and from 15th July, 
1921. Certain adjustments must be the 
hours of the classes of underground workers specifically 
mentioned in the Act. 


AS TO HOURS 


THE 


inade it 


IT. 

We recommend that as from 16th July, 1919, the 
hours of work of persons employed on the surface at 
or about collieries shall be forty-six and a half working 
hours per week, exclusive of meal-times, the details 
to be settled loeally. 

III. 

We recommend an increase of wages of two shillings 
per shift worked or per day worked in the case of the 
classes of colliery workers, employed in coal mines or 
at the pit-heads of coal mines, whose wages have in 
the past been regulated by colliery sliding scales. In 
the case of workers under 16 years of age, the advance 
is to be one shilling. 

IV. 

We recommend the continuation of the Coal Mines 
Control Agreement (Confirmation) Act, 1918, subject 
to certain suggestions indicated in our Report. 


V. 

The result of these Recommendations will mean :—- 

(1) A shortening of the working day underground 
by one hour from 16th July, 1919, and 
probably by a further hour from 13th July, 
1921. 

(2) A distribution of an additional sum _ of 
£30,000,000 per annum as wages among 
the colliery workers. 

VI. 

It is thought that these results may be obtained, as 
explained in our Report, without raising the price of 
coal to the consumer. 

AS TO NATIONALISATION. 


VII. 
By Section 5 of the Coal Industry Commission Act, 
1919, it is provided that the Commissioners shall as 
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soon as practicable make an Interim Report on the 
question of the wages and hours of work of ealliery 
workers. 

By Section 1 (f) it is provided that the Commissioners 
shall enquire into any scheme that may be submitted 
to or formulated by them for the future organisation 
of the coal industry, whether on the present basis, or 
on the basis of joint control, nationalisation, or any 
other basis. 

VIII. 

The Prime Minister promised in: the House of 
Commons on Tuesday, the 25th February, that a de- 
cision as to the two issues of wages and hours should 
be arrived at, if possible, by 20th March. (See Hansard, 
Wednesday, 26th February—pages 1,694, 1,695 and 
1,698.) The promise to furnish this Interim Report 
on wages and hours by 20th March has been redeemed. 


IX. 

Even upon the evidenee already given, the present 
system of ownership and working in the coal industry 
stands condemned, and some other system must be 
substituted for it, either nationalisation or a method of 
unification by national purchase and/or by joint control. 


To some of our colleagues whose opinion we greatly 
value nationalisation has been the study or ambition 
of a lifetime, and they are prepared at once to report 
in its favour. 

XI. 

We understand that to others, whose opinion we 
equally value, some scheme of joint control appears 
to be a solution of the problem. 


XII. 
No detailed scheme for nationalisation hag as yet 
been submitted to the Commissioners; nor has any 
scheme for joint control been placed before them. 


XITI. 

No sufficient evidence has as yet been tendered, and 
no sufficient criticism has as yet been made, to show 
whether nationalisation or a method of unification by 
national purchase and/or by joint control is best in 
the interests of the country and its export trade, the 
workers and the owners: 

XIV. 

We are not prepared to report now one way or the 
other upon evidence which is at present insufficient 
and after a time which is wholly inadequate, nor are 
we prepared to give now a momentous decision upon 
a point which affects every citizen in this country; 
nor, as appears from the report in Hansard above 
referred to, did our Chairman ever pledge himself to 
do so. | 

XV. 

We are prepared, however, to report now that it is 
in the interests of the country that the colliery worker 
shall in the future have an effective voice in the direc- 
tion of the mine. For a‘ generation the colliery worker 
has been educated socially and technically. The result 
is a great national asset. Why not use it? 


XVI. 

We are further prepared to report now that the 
economies which should be effected by improved 
methods would be in the interests of the country and 
should result in the industry yieldmg even better 
terms for the colliery workers than those which we 
are at present able to recommend, and at the same 
time yielding a fair and just return to the capital 
employed. 

XVII. 

We think that the result of the colliery workers 
having an effective voice in the direction of the mine, 
coupled with the better terms just referred to, will 
enable them to reach a higher standard of living to 
which, in our view, they are entitled, and which many 
of them do not now enjoy. 

XVIII. 

We think nothing but good can come from public 

discussion between workers and owners, and also from 
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private deliberations between them. has been 
too much secrecy in-the past. 
XIX. 

It must not, however, be forgotten that, after all, 
the question of nationalisation or a method of unifica- 
tion by national purchase and/or by joint control is 
ultimately one of policy to be ‘determined by Parlia- 
ment and not by this Commission, although this Com- 
mission will be able to consider and report upon the 
various schemes or suggestions which may be put 
forward as a final solution of the problein. 

XX. 

There is one further subject which, although it 
forms no part of the promised Interim Report, is of so 
urgent a character that we feel it our duty to draw 
publie attention to it. 


XXL. 

Evidence has been placed before the Commission as 
to the housing accommodation of the colliery workers 
in various districts. Although it is true that there is 
good housing accommodation in certain districts—and 
to some extent—there are houses in some districts 
which are a reproach to our civilisation. No judicial 
language is sufficiently strong or sufficiently severe to 
apply to their condemnation. 

XXII. 

It is a matter for careful consideration whether a 
id. per ton should not be at once collected on coal 
raised and applied to improve the housing and ameni- 
ties of each particular colliery district. 

A 1d. per ton on our present output means about 
£1,000,000 per year. 


XXIII. 

When this Commission meets again it ought, in our 
opinion, to continue to make Interim Reports with 
suggestions as to the different ways in which economies 
and improvements in the coal industry can be effected, 
and power should be given under which these reports 
could be immediately acted upon. 

XXIV. 

It would be impossible to present one final Report 
for some months, and then a similar period would 
probably elapse before Parliament would be able to 
deal with it. 

AAV. 

By a series of Interim Reports containing suggestions 
which could be immediately acted upon and tested 
would be possible to start at once a scheme for the 
reconstruction of the industry with a view to putting 
it eventually upon an efficient basis. 

XXVI. 

It is suggested that the best method of proceeding 
would be to make these reports as rapidly as possible, 
and at short intervals, so that at the end of a period, 
say of six months, it would be seen, after due trial, 
whether these suggestions are worthy of being per- 
manently adopted in the Act of Parliament which 
must eventually be sought to secure the reorganisation 
of the industry. 





THE REPORT. 

The popular title—Eight Hours Act—of the Coal 
Mines Regulation Act, 1908, is to some extent mislead- 
ing. The Bill as it originally left the House of Com- 
mons provided, after the lapse of five years, for eight 
hours exclusive of one winding, but the Act, as eventu- 
ally passed, provides for eight hours exclusive of both 
windings. In other words, the time both for lowering 
and for raising the workmen is outside the eight hours. 
In the result many workmen are down the pit for a 
very much longer period than cight hours, the average 
for the whole country being eight hours and_thirty- 
ine minutes. 

The question of reducing the hours of colliery 
bine rs is a serious and difficult one: scrious because 
it must admittedly reduce output, difficult because it 
is a matter almost of impossibility to estimate how 
much it would reduce output. 
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It would be, in our view, too dangerous an experiment 
in these circumstances to recommend a two hour, 
reduction at once, and we have had great difficulty jp 
coming to the conclusion whether it is better to recom. 
mend at once a true Eight Hours Act as originally 
intended or the substitution. first, of seven hours and. 
later, of six hours for eight in the present Act. 

We have come to the conclusion that the latter jx 
the better course because it will not tempt persons to 
put men down and bring them up too rapidly--a systey, 
which might lead to more accidents. 

The reason for recommending the further reductioy 
in July, 1921, is that we think we are justified jy 
assuming that in two years the output should have 
reached by the united efforts of all concerned the 
amount of coal raised in 1918, namely, 287 million tons. 

83. The Seven Hours Act will mean that the men are 
underground, taking the average, seven hours and 
thirty-nine minutes, and relying upon the valuabk 
and weighty advice of Sir Richard Redmayne, the 
Chief Inspector of Mines, the estimated decrease jy 
output will be a little under 10 per cent. per annum. 

4. We think that it is too dangerous to the consumer 
and to the country to recommend the full demand of 
30 per cent., which would require £45,000,000, although 
it is a demand which, after a time, might, and probabl 
could, be conceded. 

We recommend an increase in wage to all collier 
Ww ane of two shillings and one shilling a day, respec- 
tively, for each day worked, and our reason for this 
and the result of the reduction of hours and the increase 
of wages will be found below. The reason two shillings 
and one shilling are recommended instead of a per- 
eentage is that it remunerates the lower-paid worker 
in a fairer degree, and, after all, the necessities of life 
are no cheaner tu him than they are to his more highly 
paid comrade. 

We do not think it is possible to recommend that 
ihe reduction in hours should come into immediate 
effect. It will be remembered that the Eight Hours 
Act did not come into force in Northumberland and 
Durham until after a year had elapsed, and elsewhere 
until after six months had elapsed. Consequently, we 
recommend the reductions in hours as above set out. 

The estimated cost of this increase in wages and 
nludiion in hours will be as follows for the remainder 
of this present year :— 

Cost :-— 


Wages increase | £30 000,000 
Decreased output at 10 per cent, 
ntnag six months, making, say, 
250,000,000 tons for the pre- 

sent year = £13,000,000 


8. It will therefore ™ seen ‘that to meet the decreased 
hours and the increased wage a sum of £43,000,000 is 
required this year. To meet this it is proposed, through 
the machinery of the Coal Mines Control Agreement 
as amended for the purpose, to allow the coalowners 
to -“ ain 1s. 2d. per ton of coal raised. 

The difference between 1s. 2d. per ton thus allowed 

to the owners ‘which equals, on an output of 250,000,000 

tons, £15,000,000) and the profit that might have been 

eared on the present basis of wages and hours, of 
€54,000,000, is £59,000,000. 

10. It is, however, certain that the present price of 
coal to neutrals cannot be maintained, but that it will 
fall to an amount which may represent for the re- 
mainder of the year on the neutral tonnage a Joss of 
about £9,000,000 on present prices. The £39,000,000. 
less £9,000,000, leaves £30,000,000 tow ards the 
£43,000,000 necessary to be prov ided this vear for the 
decrease in hours and the increase in wages; in other 
words, a deficit of £18,000,000. This deficit it is hoped 
to make up by various economies, ¢.g.:— 

(> The miners’ leaders have pledged themselves to 
do their best to prevent voluntary absenteeism 
at +he mines, and we rely, and we think we are 
righv in relying, upon the honour of the miners 
to do in peace what they have already done in 
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war, that is to say, to flock to the assistance of 
the country. 

(ii) If the 10 per cent. estimated reduction of output 

' can be decreased and if the output of the first 
year of the war, namely, 1914, 266,000,000 tons, 
can be maintained, the difficulty of finding the 
money will be greatly minimised. 

11. Again, the coalowners in their turn should do 
everything in their power, by improved methods of coal- 
setting and underground travelling, to save labour and 
lengthen the actual time spent at the face. 

12. Again, economies 

(a) in production, 

(b) in transit, 

(c) in distribution, 
can undoubtedly he effected, although it is difficult to 
place any money value upon them at the present 
moment. 

13. This Commission should not at its future meet- 
ings discuss questions at large, but should concentrate 
‘tself upon particular economies and improvements and 
make its report upon each, and have the suggestions 
carried into operation through the machinery of the 
Coal Control, so that they may be immediately tested. 

It will probably be found necessary to have a short 
Act of Parliament for this purpose very much upon 
the lines of Section 3, sub-section (i) of the Bill to 
Establish a Ministry of Ways and Communications, 
which is now before the House of Commons. 


14. One of the early problems to be taken in hand 
by the Commission should be the question of royalties 
and wayleaves. 

15. Finally, it is strongly urged that these matters 
should be taken in hand at once by discussing and 
putting into operation units of economy and units of 
improvement without waiting months and months for 
a full and complete scheme to be placed before and 
passed by Parliament. 


The following are indications of some of the units to 
be decided on immediately :--- 


(i) Housing. 
(ii) Baths at the pit-head. 
(iii) Clearance. 
(iv) Continuity of transport from the colliery. 
(v) Reduction of voluntary absenteeism. 
(vi) Use of machinery in mines:— 
(a) Coal-cutting. 
(b) Coal-conveying. 
(c) Underground transit. 
(vii) Pooling of wagons. 
(viii) Elimination of unnecessary distribution costs. 
(ix) Uniformity of accounting. 
16. The Recommendations and Report do not refer 
to Ireland. 


All of which we humbly report for Your Majesty’s 
gracious consideration. 

JOHN SANKEY 

(Chairman). 
A. BALFOUR. 
ARTHUR DUCKHAM. 
T. ROYDEN., 

WITNESS :— 
ARNOLD D. McNAIR 
(Secretary ). 
GILBERT STONE 

(Assistant Secretary ). 

20th March, 1919. 








APPENDIX. 

The following Table shows the various items of cost 
and profit on a ton of Derbyshire coal from its place 
underground to the time it reaches the vonsumer’s 
cellar in London :— 
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This 21s. 2d. is for coal as it comes from the pit. 
For household purposes it is screened to some extent, 
which makes the price of the best coal 23s. 5d. at 
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THE WOOL COUNCIL. 


FIFTH MEETING. 

The fifth meeting of the Wool Council was held at 
the Central Hall, Westminster, on the 20th inst., under 
the Chairmanship of Sir Arthur Goldfinch, with a full 
attendance of members. 


The Chairman referred to the recent announcements 
regarding the removal of control, the reduction of issue 
prices, and the arrangements for the series of London 
auctions. Statistics had been circulated showing estimated 
arriva's in the first three months of the year amounting to 
556,000 bales of wool, with 372,000 bales of Australasian wool 
afloat due to arrive after 3lst March. The Chairman 
remarked that these figures, though they fell below the 
voluine of shipments aimed at, were sufficiently satisfactory, 
and provided amply for the expected requirements of Great 
Britain, France, Belgium, and Italy. It was hoped that 
still larger shipments could be arranged in order to build 
up a sufficient supply in this country not only in the 
aggregate, but of each of the leading grades. 

The Chairman and Colonel Willey explained that the 
actual position was not as favourable as the figures appeared 
to indicate, because it had this week come to light that 
steamers were being turned round in the Eastern waters for 
reasons connected with the movement-of the troops to a far 
yvreater degree than any previous advices had prepared the 
Department to expect. No less than 21 cargoes had recently 
been landed or transhipped in the East. This involved as a 
general rule a considerable prolongation of the voyage, and 
the wool was being forwarded in such a manner as to throw 
ont all the arrangements for classification. A discussion 
ensned as to the bearing of this disturbing factor on the 
arrangements for the London auctions, but it was decided. 
after full consideration, that no alteration of the programme 
should be made. 


Export oF SewI-MANUFACTURED ComM™MoDITIES. 





The report of the Committee on the export of semi- 
manufactured commodities was discussed in detail. The 
report recommended the encouragement of the export of 
the following products: black-faced, haslock, low Welsh wool, 
earhonising and carbonised wool, merino. Seotch and low 
foreign noils, prepared tops of 40’s and helow, and also 
Persian tens, varns spun from prepared tops, card waste and 
burrs. All these recommendations were unanimously ap- 
proved bv the Committee, and a resolution had heen carried 
hv 9 votes to 5 that all yarn should be allowed to be exported 
freely.. 

Tn the eourse of the discussion, Mr. Shackleton, Mr. 
Williams. Mr. Kemp, Mr. Ben Turner. Mr. Mackinder, and 
other memhers of the Council argued that the snpplies of 
varicns classes of worsted varns were so mederate that it 
would be extremely dangerous to British industry to allow 
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the exportation of any larger quantity than has recently 
heen licensed. Mr. Whitehead, Mr. Bulmer, Mr. Wilfred 
Turner, Colonel Hoffman, and other members, considered it 
very improbable that the foreign demand for any class of 
yarn would cause an actual shortage of dumestic supply, and 
Mr. Bulmer insisted that manufacturers had it in their 
power to ensure their necessary supplies by making forward 
contracts at once. Ali the speakers urged strongly that thi 
production of many grades of yarn had already been cut 
down owing to want of a market, and that there was great 
danger of a stoppage of spindles on that account. They 
pointed out the obstacles to the export trade which any kind 
of discrimination between qualities in the matter of licensing 
would involve, and urged that for the sake of the export 
of the numerous classes of yarn which were in excessive 
supply, a little risk should be taken in regard to those classes 
of which the supply was less ample. The Chairman stated 
that in his opinion there was very litle risk indeed of the 
ordinary export markets taking off a greater quantity ot 
yarn than had ‘recently been permitted. Exports to France 
were much more likely to go down than to be unduly 
increased, and he belicved, therefore, that on general 
grounds it was desirable to offer every facility for selling 
yarn freely to those markets when demand was good. He 
pointed out, however, that we might be on the eve of a 
great change, and if the blockade of Central Europe were 
suddenly lifted, there might be a very eager demand for 
large quantities ef yarn for Germany, Austria and Poland. 
which might conceivably deplete supplies in this country to 
a dangerous extent. This state of affairs would be short- 
lived, but while it lasted serious trouble might possibly 
result. It is suggested, therefore, that an aggregate limit 
for the export of yarn should be fixed, and that rationing by 
ecuntries should be abandoned. Mr. Ben Turner moved a 
resolution that a limit should be fixed to the total monthly 
quantity of yarn allowed to be exported, This was seconded 
hy Mr. Marectson. and carried by 20 votes to 12. Mr. Herbert 
Smith then moved, and Alderman Grundy seconded, that the 
limit shou'd he 34 million Ib. per month, and this was carried 
by 19 vetes to 6. With the exception of the recommendations 
regarding yarn, all the recommendations of the Committee 
on exports were unanimously confirmed by the Council. The 
Chairman undertook to communicate these resolutions to 
the War Trade Department as a guide to their action. 

lt was generally agreed that the 17th of Anri] would not 
be a convenient date for the next meeting. The Chairman 
undertook to endervour to fix with due anticipation a date 
more stitable to alt concerned 
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[While every care is exercised to ensure the accuracy of 
any explanatory article or notes relating to Acts, Requla- 
tions, Orders, ete., published in the ‘Journal.’ 7+ must he 
understood that such erplanations are necessarily in the 
nature of summaries, and cannot be quoted as authoritative 
leqal interpretations of the text of the documents them- 
selves. ] 





GERMANY AND PRE-WAR CONTRACTS. 


CANCELLATION AS AFFECTING OVER-SEAS 
PRODUCTS. 

Several enquiries have been received with regard to 
the announcement of the cancellation in Germany of 
pre-war contracts concerning Overseas Products which 
was published on p. 753 of the “‘ Journal ” of 12th 
December last. The announcement was made as a 
result of a pronouncement of the German Supreme 
Court contained in the ‘* Miinchener Neueste Nach- 
richten.’’ A full and strictly literal translation of the 
announcement is given below:— 

Significance of the first order attaches to a new basic judg- 
ment of the Imperial Supreme Court on the subject of the 
cancellation of contracts in consequence of the war. 

In this judgement the Court lays it down in the clearest 
terms that all eontracts concluded before, or extended during 
in which overseas goods are concerned, must in 
principle be regarded as cancel'ed, owing to the complete 
revolutionising of all trade conditions and the unforeseeable 
duration and extension of the war. In this connection the 
Supreme Court makes the following noteworthy pronounce- 
ment: 

The present war has through its unforeseen extension and 
specially throuch the finol entrv of the U.S.A., brouzht 
about a change in all conditions, which in its effects will also 





the war, 
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touch Germany’s foreign trade after the war. In conse 
quence of the increased consumption occasioned by the War 
there will be an increased demand for the raw materials 
required by Germany, both in the preducing countries and 
others; and the supply of such quantities as this demand 
leaves avaiable will be complicated and hampered by trang. 
port difficulties of every kind, and especially by those aris. 
ing out of the tonnage shortage occasioned by the naval 
war. How in these circumstances German trade with 
foreign, and especially with overseas countries, will shape js 
altogether uncertain. It is, however, already clear in the 
light of present circumstances that it will not within 
measurable time operate under the conditions and pre. 
suppositions by which it benefited before the war, and also 
not under those upon which it was still possible and justifi 
able, to count in the early period of the war. The revolv- 
tionising of conditions which is now apparent but which was 
not foresceable in respect either of its method or its extent 
must, however, naturally lead in law to the consequence 
that all contracts concluded before the war must, at least 
in so far as their completion presupposes an import of raw 
materials from overseas countries, be regarded ag jp 
principle cancelled, even when the centracting parties agreed 
at a period of the war when the subsequent revolutionising 
of conditions was not yet foreseeable, to the completion of 
the contract after the conclusion of the war. 

An exception can only be admitted when it was the will 
of the parties that the agreed service should be rendered 
after the war in all circumstances and without regard to 
any change which the war might bring about in conditions 

Although the principle of the enforceability of contraets 
must be maintained, it must not be allowed to lead to a 
demand for their fulfilment in completely altered and un- 
foreseeable conditions. This applies, however, in a special 
degree to trade relations after this unique and all-destrue. 
tive war without parallel hitherto in the life of the peoples 
The German trader will need a quite exceptional measure 
of courage, strength, and endurance, in order to bring abont 
once more profitable trade conditions and to build up afresh 
German trace with foreign countries. But the fulfilment ef 
this task would be rendered quite disproportionately diff. 
cult if he were bound by old ante-bel'um contracts con- 
cluded, or even extended, during the war under totally 
different circumstanees and were obliced first to fieht for 
his release by post-bellum litigation. Such a necessity would 
constitute a positive maiming of his enterprise and vigour, 

[In the administration of the law intelligent account must 
be taken of the noed of German trade for clearness and 
security for and in the period subsequent to the conclusion 
of the war. The execution of a contract under the totally 
changed post-bellnm conditions can therefore no longer be 
revarded as a fulfilment of the intention of the contract 
and is rather to he treated as having become permanently 
impossible. 





P?TIVATE TRADE WITH NORTH RUSSIA. 

_ As a first step toward the resumption of private 
trade with North Russia it has been arranged that 
licences would be granted as freely as home require- 
ments permit for the export to Archangel and Murmansk 
of certain goods, a list of which appeared in the ‘‘ Board 
of Trade Journal ’’ of the 20th inst. Application for 
export licences should be made to the War Trade De- 
partment, 4, Central Buildings, Westminster, S.W.1. 
Application for permission to export goods other than 
these specified above will also receive consideration 
by the War Trade Department. Goods must be con- 
signed to the British Supply Mission at Archangel and 
Murmansk for a named sub-consignee. The customary 
way of consigning is 30 per cent. cash aeainst order 
and 70 per cent, against documents, which is collected 
by the British Supply Mission. 

Traders are reminded that, as announced on 30th 
November last, an Office of Conversion has been esta- 
blished in Archangel with the power to issue new 
rouble notes in exchange for sterling at a fixed rate of 
exchange of 40 roubles to £1 sterling. The sterling 
so received will be deposited at the Bank of England 
and will be held as an inalienable reserve to ensure 
the convertibility of the notes into sterling at the rate 
of 40 roubles to £1 sterling. Arrangements have been 
made to enable any person wishing to remit from the 
United Kinedom to Northern Russia to have, subject 
to any regulations under the Defence of the Realm 
Act for the time being in force, Nerthern Russia rouble 
notes held at his disnosal in Archaneel at the above 
rates on the deposit of sterling at the Bank of England. 
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NOTES ON TRADE —continued. 





Persons wishing to make such remittances should 
apply to the Secretary to the 7 reasury, Prading with 
the Enemy Branch, W hitehall, S.W., for any permit 
that may be necessary under Defence ol the Reali 
Regulation 40D(d), stating briefly the particulars of the 
-amittances and, when a licence has been received, 
should apply to the Bank of England. . 

The port of Archangel generally becomes ice-free 
suit the end of May or beginning of June. It is 
essary for traders to make their own a agente 

usua 


4D 
he . . 
as to tonnage through their brokers in_ the 
manner. , , 

For any further information desired, application 
should be made to the Department of Overseas Trade, 
Pussian and Scandinavian Section, Sunderland House, 
Cyrzon Street, Mayfair, W.1. Telephone, Mayfair 


ee me +e 8 er ewe -— 


SHIPMENTS TO FRANCE. 

The Board of Trade desire to direct the attention ot 
Companies who undertake the transport of goods to 
France to the list of articles admitted into France with- 
out an import licence, which was published at pages 
149-152 of the ‘‘ Journal”? of 30th January. From 
information which has been received in the Department 
it appears that, in some cases, transport agents In this 
country are refusing to accept for shipment to brance 
consignments of goods of the kinds included in the 
‘Free’? List unless an import authorisation is pro- 
duced. As import licences are no longer required tor 
the goods in question, and are consequently not issued 
to exporters in this country, refusal to accept consign- 
ments without the production of a licence leads to un- 
necessary difficulties and delays. 

Persons engaged in exporting or transporting goods 
to France who may be uncertain whether any particular 
class of merchandise is covered by one or other of th 
headings in the ** Free List ’’ may obtain information 
on the point by applying, either personally or by letter, 
to the French Customs Office in London, India House, 
Kingsway, W.C, In making application for informa- 
tion in such cases, a full description of the kind of 
merchandise on which a decision is sought should, of 


course, be given. 
TRACTORS FOR SOUTH RUSSIA. 

A cable from one of H.M. Consular Officers in the 
Ukraine states that work on the land has commenced 
in the Southern regions of the Ukraine, and there is 
an opening for the sale of a considerable number of 
small tractors. Spring sowings in the Ukraine normally 
cover about 70 per cent. of the whole area, but at 
present, owing to the shortage of seed-grain and local 
disturbanees, the sowings this year are not expected 
to reach this average. 

RATE OF EXCHANGE IN UKRAINE. 

H.M. Commercial Secretary at Odessa, telegraphing 
trom the port named on 18th March, states:— 

The following are the rates of exchange to-day per 
{1 sterling :— 





Drafts on London ..........-. 70 Ukraine roubles. 
Bank of England = and 


Treasury notes ..........66. 105 Ukraine roubles. 

A 500 rouble Romanoff note is worth (approximately) 
1,000 Ukraine roubles. A 100 roubles Romanoff note is 
worth 225 Ukraine roubles. Smaller Romanoff de- 
nominations can be exchanged into Ukraine notes at 
) per cent. premium. A 1,000 rouble Kerensky note 
is worth 1,300 Ukraine roubles. 





IMPOSITION OF PRE-WAR CUSTOMS 
TARIFF IN SERBIA. 


H.M. Minister at Belgrade cables that the pre-war 


Customs Tariff will be levied in Serbia as from 1st 
April next. 











BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. oo 411 
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Trade. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 
BRITISH INDIA. 
INDUSTRIES ASSISTED BY GOVERNMENT. 


At a recent meeting of the Bombay Legislative Council the 
following questions were asked on the subject of Government 
assistance to industries :— 

(a) Is it a fact that the Government had been ap- 
proached on behalf of the Indian Institute of Science or 
hy other persons for help for the development of any 
industries ? 

(b) What reply was given by the Government? 

(c) What is the financial or other assistance rendered 
by Government to the Indian Institute of Science 
during each of the years from 1914-1918? 

The Government replied:—No financial assistance has 
heen given by Government to the Indian Institute of 
Science during the years 1914 to 1918. In 1916 the Institute 
applied for a grant (non-recurring) of Rs.50,000 and a re- 
curring grant of Rs.9,000 in connection with the development 
of the fat and oil industries. Subsequently the Director of 
the Institute reported that, owing to lack of essential plant, 
the scheme could not be proceeded with. Government have 
received no further communication on the subject. In 1901 
the Gujarat Islam Match Factory was granted the sole supply 
of a particular kind of wood from certain Government forests 
at concession rates, and was also given a lease of land at 
favourable rates for a plantation of trees suitable for the 
trade. These concessions have been continued up to the 
current year. In 1917 Government sanctioned the grant of 
« supply of wood to the Manager of the Southern Maratha 
Tile Works, Belgaum. In the same year a similar grant was 
inade to the Manager, Pioneer Clay Works, Belgaum. In 
1917 the Eastern Trading Company applied for exemption 
from the payment of duty on the salt required by it for 
the manufacture of bieaching powder and caustic soda. The 
Company was informed that further application should be 
made when a site had been selected and the plans of the 
Company had matured. In the same year, Messrs. Kirloskar 
Brothers, manufacturers of agricultural imp'ements, applied 
for what amounted to the grant of a monopoly for the supply 
of ploughs to the Agricultural Department. They were in- 
iormed that the Agricultural Department would arrange 
for the disposal of as many of their implements as possible, 
hut that no undertaking could be given that ploughs, ete., 
would not be purchased from other firms. In 1917 a manu- 
facturer of handlooms at Sholapur applied for a loan of 
Rs.5,000 for the extension of his business. Government 
were unable to grant the request pending a decision of the 
general question of the grant of direct financial assistance 
to industries. In 1917, the Indigenous Industries Committee 
made eertain proposals te Government, for the development 
of the rosha oil industry. Government have given assistance 
to the contractors by helping in the supply of certain plant 
and by the grant of a monopoly for the collection of grass 
in certain forest areas. In 1918 the Salsette Chemical 
Company applied for assistance in the importation of plant 
required for their operations. Government replied that it 
was not possible to give this particular form of assistance, 
and that, if assistance of any other kind was required, the 
Director of Industries should be referred to. In addition 
to the above, during the past few years Government have, 
on application, given assistance to various industries by the 
grant of land at favourable rates. Permission has been 
given to tap sweet toddy, free of tax, for the manufacture 
of gul, and the excise duty on denatured spirit of local 
manufacture has heen removed. At the present moment the 
question of making considerable grants of timber for ship- 
building purposes is under consideration. 











CANADA. 


COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL AND 
CONDITIONS IN ONTARIO. 


(From F.M. Trade Commissioner.) 








FINANCIAL 


Toronto. 
Ontario business conditions are generally satisfactory. 
Buyers, however, are exercising considerable caution because 
of uncertainty as to the course of prices. 
JAPANESE ACTIVITIES IN ONTARIO. 
Japanese commissioners, trade representatives, engineers 
and others have been frequent visitors to Ontario during the 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 

past few years, and during the past few months particularly. 
Ia January the chief electrical engineer of a Tokio mining 
company was a visitor to this province. He was on a mission 
to Canada and the United States to investigate electrical 
furnaces. He also investigated the large hydro-electric de- 
velopments of the Hydro-Electric Power Commission of 
Ontario. 

Regret is frequently expressed by local business men to 
the British Trade Commissioner at the comparatively few 
visits paid this market by representatives of United King- 
dom firms and deputations representing United Kingdom in- 
dustries. Serious consideration might well be given to this 
matter. 

Smati Mercuants AnD Mairi OrpER Hovses. 


Action in the interests of the merchants in small towns 
in competition with the large mail order houses will be asked 
at the next session of the Ontario Legislature by the Ontario 
Retail Merchants’ Association. 


PRoMOTION OF Export BUSINESS. 


The Vice-President of the Canadian Timber Products As- 
sociation, recently left for England in the interests of that 
organisation, comprising 16 firms. The object is to promote 
the sale abroad of Canadian wood products, and more 
particularly to secure orders for knock-down or portable 
houses, which will be of standard build. 

The Canadian Furniture Manufacturers’ Association are 
selecting a representative to visit England, to push the sale 
of Canadian furniture in the European market. 

The President of the Canadian General Lumber Company, 
Toronto, is to visit the United Kingdom in the interest of 
the white pine trade of Ontario. The Ontario mills will pay 
hi3 salary, the Ontario Government furnishing his expenses. 

The sales manager of a manufacturing Company at Lon- 
don, Ontario, will visit the United Kingdom and the Con- 
tinent to seek business for the Canadian stove manufacturers 
and makers of enamelware. 

The head of the Live Stock Branch of the Canadian De- 
partment of Agriculture has left for England with regard 
to the export of Canadian live stock and meats. 


Toys. 


Most of the toys sold in Ontario are of United States manu- 
facture. The imports from Japan are increasing. Dolls are 
imported from both countries, but dressed in Canada. The 
Japanese dolls reflect the Orient in the formation of the 
eye, but an improvement is being made. Eyes for dolls are 
not made in the Dominion. Bisque sand has been discovered 
in Hastings county, Ontario, and bisque dolls’ heads are now 
being manufactured. Hair and other parts are now pro- 
duced within the country. Fibre dolls, made of wood pulp, 
are proving attractive. The total value of toys made in 
Canada in 1918 is estimated at 800,000 dols. or double that 
of 1917. The output was from 35 concerns, six of whom 
commenced toy making in 1918. White enamelled wooden 
toys are being produced in larger quantities, such as doll 
carriages, beds, tables, chairs, etc. 


INDUSTRIAL NOTEs. 


A new pulp company has started operations at Hawkes- 
bury, Ontario. It is engaged at present in pumping sul- 
phite screenings from the bed of the river, which have been 
depusited there from previous pulp-milling operations. 
After treatment, the product is sold as a lower grade than 
ordinary sulphite pulp. 

A cloth company at Barrymore is extending its works. 
Men’s and women’s wear are to be manufactured, and there 
will be 14 sets of cards, 114 looms, 2 garnetts and 4 pickers. 

The Imperial Munitions Board is having made an exhibit 
of the work carried out in Canada under its direction. The 
exhib'tion will show British and United States shells; in- 
spection gauges; models of wooden ships and airp'anes; re- 
productions of T.N.T., gun cotton and cordite; and minerals 
used in war work, including lead, copper and tungsten. 


FINANCE. 





Figures as to the financial activities of Canada since the 
war commenced were recently presented in Toronto by a 
well-known financial authority at the annual meeting of a 
company. The total sales of bonds in Canada for the five 
years, 1919 to 1914, amounted to 1,417,481.922 dols Of this 
total Canada absorbed 14-35 per cent., the United States 
10-55 per cent., and Great Britain 75-10 per cent. The total 
sales for the years 1915 to 1918 amounted to 2,.207.140,715 
dols. Of this amount Canada absorbed 61-74 per cent., the 
United States 34-06 per cent. and Great Britain 4-20 per 
cent. 

Since the beginning of 1915, or shortly after the war 
started, the Canadian Government has borrowed the large 
sum of 1 691,238,333 dols. From Canadian _ investors, 
1,356.904,000 dols. or 80-24 per cent. was obtained: from 
investors in the United States 310,000,000 dols or 18-33 per 
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cent.; and from Great Britain, 24,333,333 dols or 1:43 ner 
cent. 

it will be seen, therefore, that during the years 1910 to 
1914 (pre-war years) Canadians purchased only 14-35 per 
cent. of all bonds sold in Canada, or 203,000,000 dols out of 
a total of 1,417,000,000 dols. During the four years, 1915 
to 1918 (war years) they purchased 61°74 per cent. of ajj 
bonds ‘sold, or 1,362,688,000 dols. out of a total of 
2,207,000,000 dols. In addition, 80-24 per cent. of all moneys 
borrowed by the Canadian Government during the war were 
borrowed from Canadian investors. During the same period 
the people of Canada have voluntarily contributed over 
90,000,000 dois., for various patriotic, Red Cross and other 
war funds. 

Banks’ LARGER PrRorits anp DEposItTs. 

Canadian banks which have issued their financial state. 
ment for the year 1918 in every case show increased net 
profits. Ten banks show a total nei profit of 14,342,993 dols,, 
or a gain of 1,233,544 dols. or about 8 per cent. Assets have. 
made an even greater advance. 

Notwithstanding the heavy calls on the people’s savings by 
the Victory Loan, the total deposits in Canadian banks in 
December (the latest date for which statistics are ayail- 
able) show an increase over the previous month of 
63,811,987 dols., and of 104,087,733 dols. over the amount in 
December, 1917. The deposits in Canada now stand at 
1,6€9,507 617 dols. or almost two and a half times the amount 
subscribed for the Victory Loan. 

The Order-in-Council prohibiting the issue in Canada of 
bonds, debentures and other securities and shares of stock. 
without the consent of the Minister of Finance, has been 
wholly repealed, and issues may now be made without war- 
time restrictions. 





DEMAND FOR MOTOR VEHICLES ANID PRUCKS. 
(rom the Imperia! Trade Correspondent.) 
CALGARY. 
The development of the use of motor cars and trucks in 
Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta and British Columbia, is 
illustrated in the following official figures : — 


No. Increase. 

I sitciisininwnia: sien 1914 7,001 cars 

1918 24,389 _,, 248 per cent. 
Saskatchewan ........ 1914 8,027 ,, 

1918 39,782 __,, 395 per cent. 
BL, aicikcteusmadinneda 1914 4,728 ,, 

1913 29,500 _,, 524 per cent. 
British Columbia ... 1914 6,668 _,, 

1918 15,828 __,, 137 per cent. 





NEW ZEALAND. 
TRADE IN THE OTAGO DISTRICT. 


(rom the Imperial Trade Correspondent.) 
DuNEDIN. 

The new year has opened quietly. The uncertainty in 
regard to the course of oversea markets, the interruption of 
shipping traffic between the Dominion and Australia, the 
labour situation generally, and the fact that war expenditure 
is now on a much reduced scale, are causing buyers to act 
with caution. 

The prosperity of recent years has certainly been brought 
about by special circumstances, but given reasonably good 
producing seasons, and freedom from serious labour dis- 
turbances, Otago will continue to be a large exporter of 
produce, and therefore a fairly considerab!e importer of 
manufactured goods and raw material. 


AMERICAN AND JAPANESE ACTIVITIES. 





American and Japanese manufacturers are making deter- 
mined efforts to retain the connections they have secured 
during the past few years. The avowed object of the French 
Mission that is now visiting the Dominion is alsu to ascer- 
tain the possibilities of trade between the two countries, 
with a view to providing the necessary organisation. 

In the country districts very unseasonable weather has 
greatly hampered farming operations, and there have been 
sumewhat serious losses of shorn sheep. Shearing is mn- 
usnally late, and the wool will probably be of lower quality 
and condition than last season’s clip. Though the grain 
crop promises to he a fairly good one, the harvesting of it 
will be much later than usual. Dairy factories have 
suffered much loss through the influenza epidemic, and the 
entourced neglect of the herds at that time will result in 4 
reduced output of butter and cheese. 

In the fruit-growing districts frosts have caused a good 
deal of loss, and genera'ly unfavourable weather will make 
the season a very late one. 
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FEDERATED MALAY STATES. 


ENCOURAGEMENT OF FOOD PRODUCTION. 

The Federated Malay States ‘‘Government Gazette’’ of 
the 2nd January contains an Enactment to promote the 
cultivation of foodstuffs in the Federated Malay States. 
{he enactment will remain in force for five years after the 
termination of the present war, although it may be rescinded 
at any time during this period. 

CULTIVATION OF RICE. 

According to the Enactment the Resident may set apart 
any area of land, suitable for cultivation with wet rice, and 
the owner is obliged to cultivate the whole of the land thus 
set apart once during each year. Where rice land is not 
cultivated by the owner, after a notice to this effect has 
appeared in the ‘‘Gazette,” the Government may cultivate 
the land at its own expense or it may authorise any other 
person to do so on such terms as may be agreed upon. For 
this purpose the Government may requisition labourers 
from the employers or requisition the unemployed or those 
not fully employed. The proceeds of the cultivation at the 
expense of the Government must be paid into the Food 
Production Fund, authorised by the Enactment, and bonuses 
for diligence and energy in promoting the cultivation of rice 
may be paid to owners of rice lands and Malay headmen. 
If, however, any person for three successive seasons fails to 
cultivate any rice land owned by him, the Resident may 
order such rice land to be forfeited to the State and may 
dispose of it for cultivation. 

CULTIVATION OF FoopsTUFFS. 

The owner of land set apart for wet rice may, after 
harvesting the crop of wet rice, use such lind for growing 
vegetables or other foodstuffs, provided no foodstuffs shall 
be grown which would interfere with the cultivation of one 
crop of wet rice annually. The Director of Food Production 
appointed under the Enactment may require the owner of 








- any specified land, suitable for the production of foodstufts, 


to cultivate this land with foodstuffs generally. The Govern- 

ment have similar powers of taking over uncultivated land 

for growing foodstuffs, and of requisitioning labour from 

employers, or of utilising unemployed for this purpose. 
PRESERVATION OF FRvuIT TREES. 

No rubber plant or tree must be planted among coconut 
palms or other fruit trees bearing fruit for human consump- 
tion, and where rubber plants have previous to this Enact- 
ment been so planted, the fruit trees must not be destroyed. 

VEGETABLE GARDENS AND GRAZING GROUNDS. 

The Resident has the power to set apart, for the cultiva- 
tion of vegetables, bananas, and sugar cane, areas of State 
land near every town and village in order to produce a 
suficient supply of vegetables for the present and future 
population of such towns and villages. He may also set 
apart areas for the purpose of grazing cattle, sheep and 
yoats, and issue licences for this privilege 

ANNUAL RATE. 

An annual rate is imposed on all alienated lands in the 
Federated Malay States for the purpose of meeting the cost 
of carrving out the provisions of this Enactment. This 
rate will not exceed 10 cents per acre per annum, and will 
be fixed annually. Land cultivated with wet rice will be 
exempted from the rate to the extent of twice the acreage 
so cultivated, provided no rubber is planted among the rice. 
Land cultivated with foodstuffs and that used for grazing 
wil] be exempted from the rate, to the extent of the acreage 
30 utilised. 

The Director of Food Production has power to authorise 
advances from the Fund against crops of foodstuffs, and 
he may purchase, at a fixed price, rice in the husk. Further 
provisions prohibit the use of rice for the making of samshu 
or any other alcoholic liquor. 


EUROPE. 


BELGIUM. 
REGULATIONS AFFECTING TRADE. 


The following information affecting trade in Belgium has 

been forwarded by H.M. Minister at Brussels: — 
TAXATION OF War PRoFITs. 

A Law enacted on 38rd March provides for the taxation of 
war profits. The tax, which is payable on all profits in 
excess of the average realised during the two years preceding 
the war, subject to a deduction of 20.000 francs, is at the 
tate of 20 per cent. for the first 10,000 francs, rising by 1 per 
cent. for each additional 10,000 francs, up to 80 per cent. in 
the case of taxable profits exceeding 600.000 francs. 

Recutations AFFECTING STocK EXCHANGES. 
_A Law was enacted on the 4th March containing regula- 
tions in regard to Belgian Stock Exchanges. 

It is stipulated under the regulations that no Stock 
Exchange can be established without the authority of the 
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Belgian Minister of Finance, and also. that a representative 
of the Minister shall be attached to each Stock Exchange 
for the purpose of seeing that the laws and regulations are 
duly complied with. Moreover, transactions involving 
public issues of capital, sales by public subscription, and 
admission of foreign quotations on the Stock Exchange, are 
subject to the sanction of the Minister of Finance. 
RetTaIL Prices or SuGAR AND SuGaR Propvwcts. 

According to the ‘‘Moniteur Belge’’ of the Sth March, the 
Belgian Ministry of Ravitaillement, Brussels, announces that 
the maximum prices to be charged to the public by the 
Distributing Organisations are to be as follows: — 


le kilo 
fr. 
CE WI annonces ccecesspensesiwsss- 1-65 
IIE - sinnccdveskapeubenvaneceusesqunsnsiusen 2: 
WY hcbitsissssccirccsreniesminssonetieennrstoees 1-65 
SID aitesunssanianictuvndniieambonnticnion 1-60 
Beetroot Syrup  .......ccccccccecsccccccccsccesceesees 1-30 
3°25 


Mixed syrup 
These prices are applicable on and from Ist February, 1919. 
Further information as regards tne wholesale prices of 

sugar and sugar products can be obtained by British firms 
on application at the Belgian Trade and Reconstruction 
Section, Canada House, Kingsway, London, W.C. 2. 


GREECE. 
CENSUS OF INDUSTRIES. 


The industrial census which has recently been taken in 
Greece shows, compared with previous statistics, remarkable 
progress in all branches of industry during the last 10 or 
15 years. 

Acccrding to the details given, there are in Greece 2,213 
large or small factories, employing a total of 36,124 hands. 
Of these, 1,188 are small concerns employing a total of 3,579 
hands; 743 are moderate concerns employing 8,845 hands; 
and 282 are large concerns employing a total of 23,700 hands. 

Among the 232 businesses which represent principally the 
large industries, spinning and weaving factories, which num- 
ber 28 in all with 10,004 hands, are most prominent. Next 
come 72 factories or mills for the preparation of various 
kinds of provisions with 3,665 hands; 28 engineering works 
with 2,003 employees; 23 chemical works with 1,890 hands; 
16 tanneries and leather-working factories with 776 hands, 
and other smaller factories engaged in various industries. 

Of the 282 large factories, 222, with 17,841 hands, belong 
tc old Greece and the other 60 with 5,859 hands, belong to 
the new provinces (which were acquired after the Balkan 
War, viz., Eastern Macedonia, Eprius, Crete, Mytilene, 
Chios, etc). 

The total value of the 2,213 factories amounts to 260,363,647 
drachmas, and their total annual returns are estimated at 
372,291,308 drachmas. Of the latter total the small fac- 
tories are responsible for 106,550,025 drachmas; larger fac- 
tories for 250,794,810 drachmas, and the large factories for 
314,940,473 drachmas. Almost one-half of the value of the 
annual products of the 282 large factories is derived from 
the 12 large flour mills. 

With regard to the motive power, 570 of the factories are 
driven by steam power, 583 by electricity, 326 by hydraulic 
power, 308 by gas, and 235 by petroleum (oil engines). (£1= 
25°225 drachmai). 











SERBIA, 


ADMINISTRATION OF MINES ANI 
(From H.M. Minister.) 





FORESTS. 


BELGRADE. 

The new Minister of Mines and Forestry is taking steps 
to place under the central control of the Ministry at Bel- 
grade the various administrative Departments of a kindred 
nature which have, up to now, been working at Zagreb, 
Sarajevo, Ljublyana, Split and Novisad. 

Until the new organisation is completed, the administration 
of Mines and Forests is to be carried out by Special Com- 
missioners appointed from Belgrade. They are to draw up 
lists of names of all officials at present employed by the 
different administrations of Mines and Forests, to submit a 
general report on the possibilities of developing and re- 
organising the mines and forests of the new Kingdom, and 
also to draw up an estimate of the potential wealth of such 
properties for purposes of taxation. 


SWITZERLAND. 


FOREIGN COMPANIES IN ZURICH. 
(From the British Consul-General.) 








. ZURICH. 
According to the ‘‘Neue Ziircher Zeitung’’ the number 
of foreign firms established in Zurich during the months of 
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August, September and October last is 178, out of which 
as many as 98 are in the hands of foreigners. Among the 
latter there is not a single British or American concern. 

With the conclusion of the war the pacific invasion oi 
Switzerland by Germans would seem to have reached an acute 
stage, and public opinion against the ubiquitous German has 
been aroused by three manifestations, viz. (1) the number 
of the personnel of the German Legation at Berne; (2) the 
formation at Olten of an association of Germans in Switzer- 
land; and (3) by the request addressed by some Baden rail- 
way and customs officials to the Federal Council that they 
should be allowed to record their votes in Basle in the 
elections to the German National Assembly. 

According to the Swiss Commercial Register, altogether 184 
new firms were registered in Zurich from Ist February to 30th 
April, 1918. Of these, 72 were foreign concerns, and 112 
firms were at least apparently of Swiss character. During the 
next quarter, May io July, the proportion altered in favour 
of the foreigners: With 108 newly-established firms—out of 
a total number of 203 new registrations—the foreign firms 
had attained a numerical majority which they were also able 
to maintain during the months August, September and 
October. During the last mentioned three months, there 
were namely, altogether 178 new firms registered in thie 
town of Zurich, of which as many as 98 were in the hands ot 
foreigners, and 80 only in the hands of Swiss. Therefore, 
during nine months of the year 1918, a total number of 565 
new firms were entered in Zurich, of which 272 were foreign- 
the majority originating from the former Central Powers (in- 
clusive of Galicians). 





ASIA. 


PERSIA. 
MARKET FOR BRICKMAKING MACHINETLY. 


In calling attention to opportunities for supplying Persia 
with brickmaking machinery, the United States ‘Commerce 
Reports”? describe the type of brick and method of manu- 
facture which local industries have been producing for 
centuries. 

The most costly mansions of Persia are built of sun-dried 
bricks, and the flat roofs are generally of mud. In a hot, 
dry climate, these bricks are durable, as is shown by the 
fact that some of the towers of Rhei are still standing after 
12 centuries. Where great strength is required, the angles 
are fortified with burnt bricks. Burnt bricks are also used 
for foundations, chimneys and Persian baths. 

The burnt bricks used are all produced locally, and so far a- 
is known, none have ever been imported. The kilns, 28 in 
number, are all located near the south-eastern entrance to 
the city of Teheran, where there is a supply of light red 
clav. It is estimated that the total annual output in a 
normal year is about 30,000,000 bricks. The bricks are all 
hand-made, and are abcut 8 inches square and 2 inches thick. 
After being moulded, the bricks are placed in the sun to dry, 
after which they are stacked in the kiln, where the burning 
process lasts three days. They are then removed and sorted 
into three grades, which sell per 1,000 at 100 krans, 60 krans., 
and 30 krans, respectively (the kran normally exchanges at 
4-8d.). The price in krans has increased by 50 per cent. in 
the past four years. Labourers are paid 4 to 7 krans per 
day, according to the nature of the work. 

On account of the economic situation, building operations 
are practically at a standstill, and not a single brick was 
burned in Teheran during 1918. The several kilns still have 
a supply of bricks on hand, and owners say that none will be 
made until the demand justifies. 

It is believed that when the economic condition of the 
countrv improves there will be a boom in buildine operations. 

Brick-kiln owners say they would be glad to install 
machinery if it can be done satisfactory and profitably. 
They state it would be necessary to bring machinists from 
abroad as none are found here. Interest could no doubt be 
stimulated by sending catalogues and illustrations. 
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The year 1918 closed in Chicago with a feeling of general 

, "ihe ~ ' = 
optimism, both financially and commercially. The reason 
for this feeling is stated te be the soundness of trade hazed 
on the prospect of Government co-operation and the 
apparent desire on the part of business interests themselves 
to carry out the things that will make the period of 1¢c- 
adjustment one of mutual accommodation to conditions so 
far as this can be looked for from the country as a whole. 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—contin wwe: 





MANUFACTURING AND WHOLESALE TRADE, 

Chicago manufacturing interests did a business aggregat- 
ing 3,943,535,000 dols., an increase of 1,461,359,000 dols., or 
slightly over 50 per cent., as compared with 1917. | Whole. 
sale business is valued at 3,338,175,000 dols., an increase ¢f 
138,811,000 dols. over the preceding year, or 4°3 per cent. 

The aggregate of manufacturing and wholesale business js 
7,281,710,000 dols., an increase of 1,600,200,000 dels., or 98 
per cent. 

In tonnage there is a good sized increase, taking all lines 
combined. The increase in the volume of sales is dye 
largely to the advance in prices as the result of war con. 
ditions. 

Business was handled at largely increased wages owing io 
labour scarcity and other overhead expenses, so that optrat- 
ing costs exceeded any previous year, and values of every- 
thing were the highest known. It was difficult to secure 
merchandise and raw maicrial a good part of the year, and 
with many industries it was a question of securing the goods 
rather than of price. 

The close found moderate supplies in the hands of distribu. 
‘ors throughout the country, and a cautious feeling in regard 
to the future. Trade leaders state that should holders ef 
raw materials become uneasy and try to unload by eutting 
prices, serious results will follow. 

PACKING BUSINESS. 

Chicago packers slaughtered 15,040,500 head of cattle, 
calves, hogs and sheep during 1918, approximately 3,104,000 
more than in 1917. They paid 721,787,000 dols., practical 
216.000,000 dols. more than in 1917. 

Shipments of cattle from the market were largest since 
1913 at 901,500, while the outgoing movement of calves at 
22,300 proved greatest since 1910; but, barring that year, 
were largest since 189]. Outside buyers forwarded only 
954,000 hogs from Chicago in 1918, being the smallest 
number since 1877, and shipments of sheep at 1,132,700 
stood the largest since 1914. 

In 1915 the valuation of all live stock received at Chicago, 
including horses, was only 370,938,156 dols., or approxi- 
mately 350.849,000 dols. less than what ¢he local packers 
tlone in 1918 paid for ineat animals. Grand valuation of 
all classes of live stocks received at the Chicago stockvyards 
from 1866 to 1918, inclusive, makes a tremendous total of 
12,299,430,000 dols. 

COMPARISONS. 
1918, 


1917. Increase, 





OS ee 2 888 900 ? 374,400 514,500 
er nn re ee O22. 100 5738 673 13.427 
I i at tia a tata aS044.500- «6,224,333 1 820,167 
RL» ccteluenecanndenin 3,485,000 2,758,802 726,198 

a ae iO,040,500 11,986,208 3,104,292 





a Including hogs consigned direct from the .country to: 


downtown packers. 

In spite of increased business the officials of large packing 
houses express the opinion that the net gain will be less than 
in 1917. The explanation is that 1918 was the first year of 
restricted carnings as established by the Food Administra- 
tion and the supervisory accounting of the Federal Trade 
Commission. 

Exrectep [NpicrmMtNntr OF PACKERS. 

About the 20th December the Department of Justice took 
steps towards the calling of a special Federal Grand Jury 
to sit early in January to take evidence regarding the 
Chicago packing houses. 

Whether punishment of alleged ‘‘illegal combination’’ will 
he sought by indictinents, and remedy of conditions by 
injunction proceedings, is a question said to be still under 
Government consideration. 

The new investigation of the ‘Big Five’ packers, com- 
posing the so-called “Beef Trust,’ is heing carried out on 
orders of Attorney-Geueral, with the reported sanction of 
>,esident Wilson. 

Phe enquiry is to be predicated upon the findings of the 
lederal Trade Commission, which recently reported after an 
exhaustive investigation of the Chicago meat packers. It 
is said its obiect is separating the “Big Five” concerns— 
\rmour, Swift, Morris, Wilson and Cudahy—from their 
illeged control of market and transportation facilities. 

Preliminary to the launching of the federal attack con 
ihe packers, a number of witnesses were questioned at the 
Federal Building. Several big packing boxes, containing 
ereat quantities of letters, memoranda, and other documents, 
obtained by the Trade Commission from the packers’ files in 
its investigation, arrived from Washington. It was from 
the documents being sent here that the commission’s report 
was compiled. 

It is understood that the Depariment of Justice is pro- 
ceeding with the investigation on the theory that the follow- 
ine situations exist :— 

(1) That the free marketing of live animals does 
not exist, the “Big Five’? dividing among themselves 
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in a continuing proportion the live stock purchased. 

(2) That the participation of the packers in trans- 
portation and marketing facilities is not a part of 
their proper activities and has brought about a condi- 
tion of interference by which the competitors are 
rendered hopeless. 

(3) That the “Big Five’? exchange confidential in- 
formation which is ‘hot available to competitors and 
use this to control and manipulate the lve stock 
markets. 

(4) That there is collusive action in the sale of fresh 
meats. 

(5) That an agreement exists among the ‘Big 
Five’? affecting trade in lard substitutes, cheese, 
butter, cream, poultry, and eggs, and the fat-render- 
ing business. 

(6 i) That domination of the ‘‘Big Five’’ has also been 
extended to cover all sorts ol articles of food, as well 
as non-food commodities. 

The interest of the packers in various business concerns 
and industries, and especially retail stores, 1s also to be a 
matter of scrutiny, it is declared. 

Great Lakes ComMercye at CHIcaAco. 

Great Lakes commerce into the port of Chicago was the 
vreatest in history in 1918, according to figures made public 
by the Acting-Controller of Customs. In contrast to this, 
however, revenues on imports were 100 per cent. bclow those 
of 1914, when the European War opened. 

During the year 6,293,506 tons of iron ore, exclusive of 
4,051,787 tons, received at Gary and Indiana Harbour, were 
received at the smelteries along the Calumet River, and 
1.400.000 tons of coal, 62,664,000 feet of lumber, and 
1,514,471 tons of unclassified products were received at the 
Ciucago ports. Shipments from Chicago by way of Lake 
Michigan exceeded the incoming tonnage by 352,000 ions. 
Entering Chicago ports were 3,302 vessels with a combined 
tonnage of 6,637,495 tons, 2,194 of which, with a tonnage 
of 2,109.975 tons, entered the Chicago River. Of the out- 
going tonnage. totalling 6,889,476 ions, iwo-thirds cleared 
through the Chicago River, the remainder going through 
the Calumet River, 

Shipments of wheat from Chicago by water were 39,706,745 
bushels, and 30 775.312 bushels of oats, 3,036,525 bushels of 
corn, and 1,398,700 bushels of rye were sent out. In all, 
13.000.000 bushels of small grains, valued at 62,000.000 dols.., 
left Chicago ports during the year for Canadian points. This 
exceeds all records with the exception of 1914. 

Export Bureac ror ILuinots. 

Steps have recently been taken by the Illinois Manu- 
facturers’ Association to establish export bureaux in 
Washington and Chicago. 

The proposal is to continue the present War Bureau 
Washingion, which obtained 110.000,000 dols. worth = of 
Government war contracts for Hlinois, and to convert it into 
# permanent export bureau in ihe interest of the manufac- 
turers of this State. 

It inay be mentioned that the question of export trade 
for the manufactures of the Middle West generally is 
heing constantly agitated. Discussion of the question at a 
recent meeting in Chicago of the War Industries Bureau ot 
the Illinois Manufacturers’ Association resulted in the birth 
cf the plan now referred to, with a view to aid in seizing 
upon foreign trade opportunities, especially by combination 
in sales. 

In connection with this question of export trade, it may 
be mentioned that the First National Bank and the First 
Trust and Savines Bank are arranging to send a commission 
of bankers and business experts on a tour of the world’s 
principal markets for the purpose of assisting in giving the 
investors, merchants, and manufacturers of Chicago the 
information to enable them to put the city in the forefront 
of the reconstruction movement and the reapportionment 
of international trade. 

SHIPBUILDING ON THE GREAT LAKES 

In a report issued on Ist December, the United States 
Shippine Board states that if it were not for the limitations 
of the Welland Canal the Great Lakes would outstrip both 
roasts in the building of ocean-going merchantimen. 

Detailing the ship construction on “the lakes, the Shipping 
Board Says: 

“Since 1917, when the present United States 
Shipping Board began its work, and up to Ist November. 
the Great Lakes have cent a fleet of 181 steel vessels to the 
seaboard. agzrevatine 611,935 deadweivht tons. This exceeds 
hv far the entire cutout of all the shipyards in the United 
States for any one of the four pre-war years 

“One of the remarkable performances in shipbuilding on 
the Great Lakes, which established a world record, was that 
of the building of the Crawl Kevs. ‘This vessel. a 3.500-ton 
freighter, was lannehed in seventeen davs after the keel 
was laid. and delivered complete to the Shipping Board in 


thirty- four calendar davs.”’ 


1?) 


IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continue:. 


LATIN AMERICA. 


MEXICO. 
NEW BANKING LAW. 


A new law for the regulation of banks and: institutions of 
credit in Mexico has been submitted +o Congress by the 
President, through the Department of Finance. 

Tyres or Banks, ibaa 

Under the proposed law the following classification ct 
banks re institutions of credit is made :— | 

(1) A sole bank of emission will be established hie’ in 
eed with the provisions of the Federal Constitution. 

(2) Mortgage banks are defined as those which make -loans 
secured by “urban or rural real estate, with the privilege 
of issuing bonds secured by the same guarantee bearing in- 
under stated circumstances and at 











terest and redeemable 
riven times. 

(3) Banks of promotion are created specially: to facilitate 
or encourage mining, industrial and commercial operations 
hy means of priority loans, granting their guarantee tor 
certain operations and issuing short-term cash or Treasury 
honds bearing interest and payable on a fixed day. 

(4) Agricultural banks will make loans and advances for 
the purchase of equipment or expenses of operation, “to 
he secured by the products and crops ‘of the farm, and with 
the priority of rights conceded by law. 

(53 Petroleum banks will make all kinds of loans and ad- 
vances for equipment and operation to ‘petroleum exploita- 
tion enterprises, such loans to be secured by the actual pro- 
ducts of such exploitation and with the priority of rights 
conceded by this law. 

(6) Banks of deposit will include those banks having on 
iaculty of carrying on any kind of banking transactions 
under the conditions determined by this law, with the ex- 
ception of the issue of notes, Treasury bonds or mortgage 
bonds. 

It is stated that the purpose of this denailtonaie is to 
suarantee ready capital for the promotion of industry, 
commerce and agriculture. None of the different kinds of 
hanks, therefore, will possess the power to carry on the par- 
ticular transactions of any of the others, 

MopiFIcaTIon oF 1897 Law. 


The new law contains an important modification ot the 
old banking law of 1897. The minimum capital stock of 
agricultural banks, banks of deposit and of banks of pro- 
motion shall be at least 500,000 pesos (nominally £50,000). 
and that of the mortgage and the petroleum banks at least 
L.000,000 pesos (nominally £100,000), 

The provisions of the new law prohibit all banks from 
charging penal interest, whether expressly as such, as coin- 
mission, or in any other form. ‘To secure a more effective 
guarantce for deposits received by the mortgage banks, the 
new law provides that the portion of such deposits ae ate 
secured by discountab'e documents shall not exceed 25 per 
cent. of the total deposits of the bank, and such documents 
shail be payable within a period not exceeding three months, 
instead of six months as fixed by the former law. 

Tut Law As Arrectinc Foreign Banks. 


Throvghout the law the principle is laid down that -the 
hanking svstem is of public interest and that all foreign 
hanks and institutions of credit must therefore submit to 
the national laws. In accordance with this principle it is 
provided that foreign banks or other foreign institutions of 
credit which may wish to establish branches in the Republic 
must obtain from the Department of Finance the particular 
concession required by law, according to the kind of bank- 
ing transactions they intend to undertake, and also must 
comply with the requisites of inscription and registry pre- 
scribed by Article 24 of the Commercial Code. No branch 
of a foreign bank may operate except under one only of the 
diflerent classifications contained in the law, even though 
the concession or foreign laws might give it the right to 
inuke transactions which would correspond to those of other 
hee of banks specified under this law. 

The capital of such branches of foreign banks shall he the 
same as that prescribed for national banks. according to the 
classification under which they may fall, and all capital stock 
must be entirely subscribed and available in cash. This 

capita t] must not be withdrawn from the Republic while the 
hinnel exists, 

To prevent foreign institutions of credit to occupy a L be tter 
position or to enjoy greater privileges than the national 
hanks, it is further provided that foreign banks, their -loeal 
branches and any other credit institutions at present exist- 
ing mn the Republic must submit to the terms of the lay 
“ ithin a period of six months. or cease. to operate ) W ithin the- 

fepublic, even as private banks. 


— - 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 
OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


{NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS.— 
Strict precautions should be taken against trading with the 
enemy, and regard had to the restrictions on trading in 
certain goods and to the special regulations governing trade 
with certain countries. In cases of doubt or difficulty 
reference should be made personally or by letter to the 
Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligence). 

British firms may obtain the names and addresses of the 
persons or firms referred to in the following notices of 
“Openings’’ by applying to the Department and quoting 
the specific reference number and country. Even though 
trade may not at present be possible, it may be worth while 
for British firms to open up communications now with a 
vicw to future trade.} 











UNITED KINGDOM. 

NEW SOURCES OF SUPPLIES REQUIRED.--Applica- 
tions are frequently received at the Department of Overseas 
Trade (Development and Intelligence) from firms in a]l parts 
of the United Kingdom and abroad, who wish to get into 
communication with British manufacturers or producers of 
various classes of goods with a view to obtaining supplies. 

Applications have been recorded during the past week for 
the names of manufacturers of the following (among other) 
articles : — 

Cheap metal rules, similar to those used in scholastic sets. 

fine bradawl points. 

Tin saucepans. 

British manufacturers of these articles now in a position 
to supply are invited to make application for the name of the 
enquirer. 


MARKET SOUGHT BY BRITISH 
MANUFACTURERS. 

Enquiries have been received at this Department 
from firms who, possessing certain manufacturing 
facilities, are desirous of getting into touch with others 
who are seeking opportunities for having various manu- 
facturing requirements carried out. The names and 
addresses of these firms will be given by the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade to applicants interested, who 
will quote the reference numbers. 

A firm established in the ueighbourhood of Edinburgh 
having a number of single-spindle and 4-spindle automatic 
lathes, varying in size from 2}in. downwards, is open to 
undertake suitable repetition work not exceeding 23in. in 
diameter. (Reference No. M17.) 

A completely installed and fitted Foundry, on the South 
side of London, is open to undertake motor castings, etc. 
(Reference No, M18.) 

CALL FOR TENDERS. 

IRON MONGERY, TINWARE, ETC.—The Corporation of 
Trinity House, London, E.C. 3, invite tenders for the supply 
of ironmongery, tinware, etc., required for the year ending 
31st March, 1920. Tenders, on the proper forms, should be 
addressed to the Secretary of the Corporation as above, and 
delivered not later than 10 a.m. 7th April. Forms of tender 
may be obtained from Trinity House, between the hours of 
10.30 a.m. and 4.30 p.m., and the patterns inspected at the 
Trinity Wharf, Blackwall, E. 





AUSTRALIA, NEW ZEALAND. 


SOFT GOODS, HABERDASHERY, BOOTS, ETC.—An 
agent in Brisbane seeks agencies, for Australia and New 
Zealand, for United Kingdom manufacturers of cotton and 
woollen piece and dress goods, Irish linens, towellings, fancy 
goods, haberdashery, etc.; also for boots. (Reference No. 
474.’ 


-=- — 


BRITISH INDIA. 

H.M. Trade Commissioner in Calcutta reports the receipt 
of the following enquiries : — 

PAINT.—A firm at Calcutta desires to represent United 
Kingdom manufacturers for the sale of paint in India. 
(Reference No. 475.) 

DYES AND STATIONARY ENGINES.—A Rangoon firm 
desires to secure agencies for United Kingdom manufac- 
turers of aniline dyes, and stationary engines of from 10 to 
20 horse power. (Reference No. 476.) ; 

MACHINERY AND PLANT.—Another Rangoon firm 
seeks agencies, in Burma, for machinery and plant for crush- 
ing oil seeds, and also for plant for pulverising and 
briquetting lignite. (Reference No. 477.) 








$$ 


IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 





CANADA. 


MACHINERY AND SMALL TOOLS.—An agent at Sher. 
brooke, Province of Quebec, desires to secure agencies for 
United Kingdom manufacturers of machinery and small 
tools. (Reference No. 478.) 

H.M. Trade Commissioner at Toronto reports the receipt 
of the following enquiries : — 

BOOTS AND SHOES, HOSIERY, ETC.—A Toronto firm 
is seeking agencies for United Kingdom manufacturers of 
boots, shoes and slippers, all kinds of boot and shoe laces, ang 
hosiery, particularly stockings and socks of the better 
quality, to sell to the large shoe retailers. (Reference No, 
479.) 

JAMS, PICKLES, SAUCES, ETC.—A manufacturers’ 
agent in Ontario desires to secure the representation, for 
Canada, of a British manufacturer of jams, pickles, sauces, 
etc. A member of the firm is about to visit London. 
(Reference No. 480.) 

LAMPS, ELECTRIC FITTINGS, ETC.—A manufac. 
turers’ agent at Toronto desires to secure agencies, for 
Quebec, Maritime Provinces and Ontario, on a commission 
basis, for United Kingdom manufacturers of tungsten and 
nitrogen lamps; electric fittings of all kinds, tungsten and 
wire bulbs for the manufacture of electric lamps, builders’ 
and general ironmongery, cutlery, china and glass, and 
incandescent mantles. (Reference No. 481.) 

H.M. Trade Commissioner at Montreal reports the receipt 
of the following enquiries : — 

TEXTILES.—An agent at Montreal wishes to obtain 
agencies, for Montreal and district, for United Kingdom 
manufacturers of textiles (linens, underwear, shirts and 
hosiery.) (Reference No. 482.) 

PERAMBULATORS, LINOLEUM, SPORTING GOODS. 
ETC.—A Calgary firm of importers and jobbers seek 
agencies, on commission, for Alberta and British Columbia, 
for United Kingdom manufacturers of perambulators, lino- 
leum, sporting goods, and similar staple lines. (Reference 
No. 483.) 

HARDWARE, BLACKSMITHS’, TINSMITHS’, AND 
PLUMBERS’ SUPPLIES, ETC.—A Montreal firm of im- 
porters of general hardware seek agencies, for Eastern 
Canada, for United Kingdom manufacturers of shelf and 
heavy hardware; blacksmiths’, tinsmiths’, and plumbers’ 
supplies; and sporting goods. (Reference No. 484.) 

MACHINERY, RAILWAY, ETC., SUPPLIES.—A Mon- 
treal firm desires to secure agencies for Eastern Canada, on 
a commission basis, for United Kingdom manufacturers of 
machinery, and supplies for railway companies, machine 
shops, and mills. (Reference No. 485.) 

TEXTILES.—A Montreal firm of commission agents for 
drv goods desires to secure agencies, on commission, for the 
whole of Canada, for United Kingdom manufacturers of 
linen goods, woollen yarns and goods. and haberdashery. 
(Reference No. 486.) 

DRUGS, GROCERIES, PROVISIONS, ETC.—A Mon- 
treal tirm seeks agencies, for Province of Quebec, for United 
Kingdom manufacturers and exporters of drugs, groceries, 
provisions, tea and spices. (Reference No. 487.) 


ENQUIRIES AT OFFICE OF HIGH COM- 
MISSIONER FOR CANADA. 


The following enquiries have been received at the Office 
of the High Commissioner for Canada, 19, Victoria Street, 
London, $.W.1. All replies should be sent direct to the 
foregoing address :— 

MACHINERY, GASOLINE ENGINES, ETC.—A 
Canadian correspondent, now in London, is desirous of 
getting into touch with United Kingdom manufacturers of 
agricultural machinery, gasoline engines, electrical equip- 
ment, and builders’ supplies, requiring representation in 
the Dominion 

SHEET LEAD ROLLS.—Enquiry is made by a cor- 
respondent at Montreal for names of United Kingdom 
manufacturers of sheet lead rolls for rolling chemically pure 
lead as well as antimonial lead containing from 2 per cent. 
to 7 per cent. antimony in sheets 8 to 9 feet wide. 

MACHINERY.—A Canadian correspondent, now in 
London, asks for names of United Kingdom manufacturers 
of chocolate-coating and confectionery-making machinery. 

OIL AND NATURAL GAS DEVELOPMENT.—A cor- 
respondent in Ontario, who is stated to have important 
interests in oil and natural gas properties in Northern 
Alberta, on which some 25,000 dols. has already been spent 
in development, wishes to get into touch with parties in 
Great Britain open to co-operate with him and supply 
additional capital for exploitation. 

MARKET SOUGHT FOR SASHES, DOORS, FRAMES, 
ETC.—A Western Canada firm manufacturing sashes, doors, 
frames, mouldings, twinings, porch and stair work, etc., 
wish to get into touch with importers of these and similar 
lines in Great Britain. 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE —continued. 





MARKET SOUGHT FOR SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS. 
_A Montreal firm of importers and manufacturers of 
physicians’ and hospital supplies, wish to enter into business 


relations with United Kingdom manufacturers of surgical] 


instruments. 
CANADIAN TRADE COMMISSIONER'S 
ENQUIRIES. 

The following enquiries have been received at the 
Canadian Government Trade Commissioner’s Office, Port- 
iand House, 73, Basinghall Street, London, K.C.2, whence 
further information may be obtained : — 

MARKETS SOUGHT. 

PULP AND PAPER PRODUCTS.—A Montreal com- 
pany, claiming an important connection among manufac- 
turers of pulp and paper products, invites enquiries from 
United Kingdom buyers. 

LEATHER BELTING.—A Montreal firm, in a position to 
ofer large quantities of new and second-hand leather belt- 
ing, would be glad to submit full particulars and prices to 
United Kingdom buyers. 

WHITE BEANS AND PEAS.—A Canadian company 
wish to hear from United Kingdom importers interested in 
securing supplies of Canadian white beans and peas. 

SALTED HERRINGS.—A Nova Scotia company is in a 
position to export 2,000 barrels of salted herrings of good 
quality , and would be glad to hear from United Kingdom 
buyers. 

CORN BROOMS.—A Canadian company manufacturing 
corn brooms are in a position to fill export orders and in- 
vite enquiries from United Kingdom buyers. 

MAGNESITE.—A Canadian correspondent wishes to be 
placed in touch with United Kingdom importers of mag- 
nesite, both crude and calcined. 

POULTRY LEG BANDS, ETC.—A Canadian company, 
manufacturing poultry leg bands and similar specialities, are 
desirous of hearing from United Kingdom buyers. Illustrated 
catalogues available. 





NEW ZEALAND 

BOLTS AND NUTS, AND PIG AND BAR JRON.—A 
Christchurch agent wishes to represent, in New Zealand, 
United Kingdom manufacturers of bolts and nuts, and pig 
and bar iron. (Reference No. 488.) 

SOFT GOODS.—Another Christchurch agent desires to 
represent, in New Zealand, United Kingdom manufacturers 
of carpets, laces, flannels, woollen goods, suitings, hosiery, 
fancy cotton dresses, silks, etc. (Reference No. 489.) 

VACUUM FLASKS, TENNIS RACQUETS, ETC.- 
A Wellington firm, manufacturers and importers of travel- 
ling requisites, desire to enter into buying relations with 
United Kingdom manufacturers of vacuum flasks, tennis 
racquets, picnic baskets, tobacco pouches, and ladies’ sewing 
companions.—(Reference No. 490.) 

IRONMONGERY, CROCKERY, FARMING RE- 
QUISITES, ETC.—A firm of grocers and general merchants 
at Greymouth wish to get into direct touch with United 
Kingdom manufacturers of ironmongery, crockery, farming 
requisites, general grocery lines, etc., with a view to acting 
as their selling agents in New Zealand. (Reference No. 491.) 

MACHINERY, ETC.—A firm at Auckland wish to obtain 
agencies for United Kingdom manufacturers of machinery 
for woodworkers (cabinet makers, sash and door factories, 
etc.), and genera] engineers: also machinery and tools for 
tinotor garages. (Reference No. 492.) 

SOFT GOODS, MACHINERY, ETC.—A firm of agents 
and indentors wishes to obtain the direct representation, 
for either the whole of New Zealand, or the North Island 
only, of United Kingdom manufacturers of all staple lines 
of soft goods, leather goods, boots, men’s hats and caps, 
linoleum, carpets, and rugs, toys, hardware, timber-work- 
ing machinery, paints, oils and varnishes, dairy appliances. 
chemical goods, etc. (Reference No. 493.) 

ENQUIRY AT OFFICE OF HIGH COMMISSIONER 
FOR NEW ZEALAND. 

- The following enquiry has been received at the Office of 

the High Commissioner for New Zealand, New Zealand 

Government Offices, 415, Strand, W.C.2, whence further in- 

formation may be obtained : — 

HOSIERY, UNDERWEAR, ETC.—A New Zealander. 
shortly returning to the Dominion, desires to get into touch 
with United Kingdom manufacturers and exporters of 
women’s woollen and silk hosiery, underwear, fancy goods, 
ete., with a view to representing them in New Zealand. 





. SOUTH AFRICA. 
WRAPPING PAPER AND PAPER BAGS.—H.M. Trade 
ommissioner in South Africa reports that a Johannesburg 
rm desires to obtain the representation of United King- 
dom manufacturers of wrapping paper and paper bags. 
(Reference No. 494.) . 
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SOFT GOODS AND HARDWARE.—A manufacturers’ 
agent, who has represented a number of British firms in 
South Africa for many years, and who is at present in this 
country, desires to secure the representation of United 
Kingdom manufacturers of soft goods (such as Manchester 
goods, hosiery, table linen, blankets), and hardware (such 
as agricultural implements, tools, shovels, picks, and enamel- 
ware). (Reference No. 495.) 


SOUTH AFRICAN TRADE COMMISSIONER'S 
ENQUIRIES. 

The following enquiry has been received at the South 
African Government ‘Trade Commissioner’s Office, 90, 
Cannon Street, London, E.C.4. All replies should be sent 
direct to the foregoing address. 

SOFT GOODS, FOODSTUFFS, ETC.—A South African 
firm in Johannesburg desires to represent United Kingdom 
manufacturers of soft goods, foodstuffs, footwear, toilet 
goods, etc. 





EGYPT. 
TENDERS FOR BOUNDARY PILLARS. 

In connection with Boundary Pillars required by this 
rear’s Survey of Egypt, tenders are invited for the supply 
of 250,000 old rails, two metres long. Tenders will be 
received at the offices of Sir A. L. Webb, K.C.M.G., Inspect- 
ing Engineer, Queen Anne’s Chambers, Broadway, West- 
minster, S.W.1, up to noon on 25th April, 1919. A copy of 
the specification and the conditions of tender may be seen 
at the above Office. 





BRITISH MALAYA, NETHERLAND EAST 
INDIES. 

FOODSTUFFS, SOAP, CHEMICALS, ETC.—H.M. Con- 
sul-General at Batavia reports that an Englishman at 
Weltevreden, Java, claiming to speak the Malay language 
and to have an intimate knowledge of the European and 
native markets in the Malay States and Netherland East 
Indies, desires to secure agencies for United Kingdom firms 
producing tinned and bottled food, fruit, jams, con- 
fectionery, biscuits, soap and toilet requisites, chemicals, 
and fertilisers and dyes. (Reference No. 496.) 

HARDWARE AND PAINTS.—An American and British 
shipping and distributing house, with branch and warehouse 
in Jamaica, are desirous of obtaining sole representation in 
the Jamaica market, of first-class United Kingdom manu- 
facturers of hardware and paints. Terms to be mutually 
arranged and first-class references furnished. 

COTTON AND DRESS GOODS, LINENS, ETC.—An in- 
portant American and British shipping and distributing 
house, with branch and warehouses in Jamaica, are anxious 
to represent exclusively, in the Jamaica market, first-class 
manufacturers of cotton and dress goods, linens, hosiery and 
millinery. Terms to be mutually arranged and first-class 
references furnished. 

Communications in connection with the foregoing 
enquiries should be addressed to the Secretary, Statistical 
and Information Department, London Chamber of Com- 
merce, 1, 2 and 3, Oxford Court, and 97, Cannon Street, 
London, E.C.4. 





BELGIUM. 

FOODSTUFFS, BEER, COAL, ETC.—A Brussels agent 
wishes to obtain agencies for any lines not requiring 
technical knowledge such as foodstuffs, beer, soap, etc., or 
for coal (in which trade he was engaged in Glasgow for 
many years), for United Kingdom firms desiring to be 
represented in Belgium. (Reference No. 497.) 

H.M. Consul-General at Antwerp reports the receipt of the 
fcllowing enquiries :— 

TEXTILES, ELECTRO-PLATE GOODS, ETC.—An 
agent who is returning to Antwerp shortly desires to get 
into touch with United Kingdom manufacturers of the 
following goods wishing to be represented in Belgium :— 
Cotten goods of all kinds, including shirtings, drills, ducks, 
cambrics, etc.; silk goods, hosiery, linen goods, towels, 
velvets, and velveteens, etc.; furnishing fabrics, curtains, 
etc.; electro-plate goods and cutlery, silver ware; art 
pottery, earthenware, china and table glass, and fancy 
leather goods. The enquirer proposes to open offices with 
showrooms in Antwerp. (Reference No. 498. 

CONFECTIONERY AND GROCERY.—An old-established 
firm at Verviers wishes to get into touch with United King- 
dom firms desirous of appointing an agent in the South of 
Belgium, for the sale of confectionery and _ grocery. 
(Reference No. 499.) 

SELLING AGENCIES DESIRED.—A company has been 
started in Antwerp with the object of carrying on a general 
agency business, and would undertake selling agencies for 
first-class United Kingdom firms. (Reference No. 
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COFFEE, ETC.—A firm’ wishes to obtain the representa- 
tion of United Kingdom firms for the sale of coffee in par- 
ticular, and other groceries, including cacao, in Belgium. 
The enguirer would also be prepared to undertake sub- 
agencies, in that country, tor United Kingdom firms acting 
on behalf of exporters from South America. (Reference 
No. 501.) 

PAINTS AND VARNISHES.—An agent at Mons desires 
io get into touch with United Kingdom manufacturers vi 
onti-fouling paints and varnishes for the shipbuilding trade. 


(Reference No. 502.) | 
GARDEN TOOLS AND AGRICULTURAL IMPLE- 
M ENTS.— A nurseryman at Putte seeks agencies for United 


Kingdom manufacturers, for the sale of garden tools and 
agricultural implements in Belgium. (Reference No. 503.) 
CLOTHING.—An organisation at Tongres is anxious to 
import from the United Kingdom, as soon as possible, cloth- 
ing for 150 poor children whose parents have suffered 
through the war. The organisation would be prepared to 
spend a maximum of 60 frs. per child, with a view to pro- 
viding each with cheap boots, shirts, hats or caps, and if 


possible, a cheap suit of clothing. They would be glad io 
hear from United Kingdom firms, who would perhaps see 


their way to making special terms. The contract, it is 
stated, would prove a favourable advertisement in Belgium. 
(Reference No. 504.) 

PAPER, SACKS, ETC.—The British Vice-Consul in 
Brussels reports that an agent in that citv desires to take 
up the representation, in Belgium, of United Kingdom 
manufacturers of paper, sacks, typewriters, dnd calculating 
machines. (Reference No. 505.) 

The British Vice-Consul at Liege reports the receipt of the 
following enquiries : — 

BEVERAGES.—A liege firm wishes to obtain an agency 
with depot, for United Kingdom brewers of a good pale ale 
or stout, to be so'd as bottled, in the United Kingdom. 
(Reference No. 506.) 

CHEMICAL AND PHARMACEUTICAL PRODUCTS. 
DRUGS, ETC.—A firm at Liege wish to represent United 
Kingdom manufacturers of chemical and pharmaccutical 


products, drugs, colours and varnish (high-class goods), etc. 
The firm claim to have clients throughout Belgium. 


(Reference No. 507.) 

COTTON GOODS, ETC.—A firm at Tonegres desire to act 
as agent, in Belgium, for United Kingdom manufacturers 
of printed cotton goods. shirting madapolam, cretonnes, 


white calico, zephvrs, silkettes, lining for sleeves. double- 
taced lining, cotton-backed and wool-backed satin. white 
and red pocket handkerchiefs, melton and flannelettes. 


(Reference No. 508.) 

THERMOMETERS AND MANOMETERS.—A Liege firm 
wish to purchase glass thermometers and manometers used 
in central heating bv hot water. from United Kingdoin 
manutacturers, (Reference No, 509.) 

VELVETS AND CRAPE.—A firm at Ixelles, Brussels, 
desires to obtain an agency for United Kingdom manu- 
facturers of velvets and cr: pee who are not yet represente ad 
in Beletum. (Reference No. 510.) 

CONSTRUCTIONAL W ORK, ETC.—The British Vice- 
Consul at Liege also reports that the following firms are 
prepared to take up agencies in Belgium for constructional] 
work and machines. for United Kingdom firms :— 

A Liege firm, who have been especially occupied with in- 
dustrial construction and public buildings. (Reference 
No. 511.) 

A leading firm of manufacturers of installations for iron. 
steel and copper foundries at Schlessin-lez-Liege, established 
for 25 vears. (Reference No. 512.) 

A firm at Tilleur-lez-Liege, whose annual output of con- 
structional work before the war was 10,000 tons. (Refer- 


ence No. 513.) = 





RUIEGARTA, 
AGENT’S SERVICES OFFERED.—A British subject de- 


sires to obtain agencies for high-class United Kinedom firms. 
desiring to be represented in Bulgaria. The enquirer has 
a good knowledge of the couniry and of the Bulgarian and 
French languages. acenmennes No. 514.) 


— SE 


FRAN CE, 


H.M. Consul-General in Paris reports the receipt of the 
tollowing enquiries :— 

METALS.—An agent in Paris wishes to represent United 
Kingdom manufacturers of iron, steel, copper, ete. 
(Reference No, 515.) 

MACHINES AND MACHINERY.—A local firm desires 
agencies, for that district, for the sale of British made 
machines and machinery employed in the production of con- 
centrated and powdered milk, or condensed milk (sweetened 
or unsweetened). The representatives of this firm travel 
extensively in Be'oiuin, Switzerland, Italy and 
(Reference No. 516.) 


Spain, 
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WOOLLEN YARNS AND TEXTILES.—The Actin 


British Consul-General at Lyons reports that a local firm. 
having experience in the textile trade and an extensiye 
knowledge of local markets, wishes to import woollen yarns 
and textiles, on a commission basis. (Reference No. 517.) 

MEN’S SUITINGS.—H.M. Consul at Nantes reports tha; 
an agent, at present serving in the French Army and 
stationed in that city, desires to obtain the agency for Paris 
and the Provinces, of a wholesale United Kingdom firm 
dealing in men’s suitings. (Reference No. 518.) 

ELECTRICAL MOTORS, ETC.—H.M. Consul at Brest 
reports that a local firm in the electrical engineering trade, 
which specialises in motor repair work, desires to take up 
agencies for the sale, in that district, of British made elec- 
trical motors, fittings and apparatus of all kinds, including 
raw materials for the repair work. (Reference No. 519.) 

H.M. Consul at Bordeaux reports the receipt of the follow- 
ing enquiries from local firms :— 

TEXTILES, DRAPERY, ETC.—An agent in Bordeauy. 
recently demobilised from the French army, wishes to repre- 
sent United Kingdom manufacturers of textiles, drapery, 
ete., for the Gironde and surrounding departments (Refer- 
eCnce No. 537. ) 

FOODSTUFFS, ETC.—A firm oi agents wish to repre- 
sent United Kingdom importers and exporters of foodstuffs. 
principally from “the Far East. The firm further wish to 





represent manufacturers of cotton goods, ironmongery, 
cordage, ete. (Reference No. 538.) 


ENGINEER’S SERVICES OF FERED. —H.M. Consul at 
Turin reports that a consulting engineer in that city is pre- 
pared to place his services at ‘the disposal of United King- 
dom firms, who may be desirous of taking up engineering 
projects in Italy such as hydro-clectric schemes, canals, 
roads, reclaiming lands, mines, etc. (Reference No. 520.) 

JUTE SACKS.—<An agent in Milan wishes to represent 


United Kingdom manufacturers of jute sacks. (Reference 
No. 521.) 
ESSENCES, SOAP AND MEDICINAL PRODUCTS. 


ETC.—An agent in Rome wishes to represent United King- 
dom manufacturers of essences, perfumes, soap and 
medicinal producis. (Reference No. 522. ). 

FOODSTUFFS, JAMS, ETC.—A commission merchant in 
Milan would represent, on commission, or buy on his own 


account, from United Kingdom manufacturers of food- 
stuffs, jams, bisenits, etc. He corresponds in English 


593.) 


ENQUIRIES AT BRITISH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
FOR ITALY. 

The following enquiries for agencies for United Kingdom 
manufacturers and exporters from persons and firms in Italy 
have been received at the British Chamber of Commerce for 
Italy, 7, Via Carlo Felice, Genoa. The enquirers are seeking 
connections for business now or on the resumption of normal 
conditions-—see Notice to Manufacturers and Exporters 
“eign All communications regarding the enquiries should 

he sent to the Secretary of the Chainber, as above :-— 

‘PAPER, OFFICE SUNDRIES, FANC 'Y GOODS, E TC.— 
An agent at Florence desires to represent manufacturers or 
exporters of paper, office sundries, leather and metal fancy 
voods, piece goods, linings and linen, salted fish, colonials, 
tallows and fats, enamelled holloware. Ivbricating oils, boots 
and shoes, paints varnishes, etc. (1619.) 

JEWELLERY.—A jeweller at Genoa seeks connection 


(‘Reference No. 


with United Kingdom manufacturers of jewellery in 
veneral. (1634.) 


AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY, IMPLEMENTS, ETC. 
-An agent at Cremona would represent manufacturers and 
exporters of agricultural machinery, implements, sundries, 
ete. (1639). 

DYEING 
sentative seeks 
material, skins, 


SKINS, ETC.—A Turin repre- 
with manufacturers of dyeing 
(1640). 


MATERIAL, 
connection 
leather, ete. 


NITRATES, HIDES AND SKINS, METALS, 
(yenoa commission merchant requires an agency for the 
following goods :—Nitrates, hides and skins, oil seeds, metals 
im general, tin plates, etc. (1642). 

HABERDASHERY, GROCERIES, HIDES, ETC.—-An 
agent at Palermo would handle, on commission, foodstuffs, 
canned, dried and preserved meat, and fish, liqueurs, 


soda ash, oils 
paints and 


caustie soda, 


chemicals, sulphate of copper 
lubricating, 


and fats for soap making and 
varnishes, ete  fterty 
BOOTS AND SHOES.—A firm of agents at Bologna wish 
to represent boot and shoe manutacturers. (1646). 
WOOLLEN YARNS. NEEDLES, HOSTERY, ETC.—An 
agent at Bologna wishes to represent manufacturers of 
woollen yarns, needles, pins, cotton prints, etc., and hosiery: 


(1647). 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE —continued. 
VILMS, PHOTOGRAPHIC PAPER, ETC.—A ‘Turin 


representative would handle, on commission, films, photo- 
graphic paper, writing paper, advertising cards, Xmas posi- 
cards, etc. (1604. | 

LACE, PIECE-GOODS, ETC.—A Genoa representative, 
vith long experience, would represent manufacturers of 
lace, piece goods, and drapery in general, (1655). 

CHEMICALS, LEATHER BELTING, ETC.—An agent 
at Prato (Tuscany) would take up agencies, on Commission, 
for the following goods:—Chemicals, leather belting, and 
machinery accessories (textile industry). (1657). 

PIECE GOODS AND HABERDASHERY.—A_ Genoa 
representative would represent, on a commission basis, 
manufacturers of piece goods in general and haberdashery. 
(1661). eo 7 | | 

(NotE.—United Kingdom manufacturers and exporters of 
the above-mentioned goods, desirous of appointing agents in 
Italy, and interested in the foregoing enquiries, should 
address the Secretary, British Chamber of Commerce for 
Italy, 7, Via Carlo Felice, Genoa, quoting the relative num- 
ber in brackets. | i 





MOROCCO, 

AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY, ETC.—A_ firm ct 
nachinery merchants, having large showrooms in Morocco 
and an office in Paris, are interested in the purchase of agri- 
cultural machinery, tractors, hand and motor pumps, gas, 
vil, and wind motors, and electrical material of all kinds, 
and also in the representation of firms manufacturing these 
and similar lines, The requirements of this firm constitute 
an excellent opening for United Kingdom manufacturers 
prepared to give consideration to the special conditions of 
the country. (Reference No. 524.) 

TENDERS INVITED FOR 
MATERIAL. 

The Acting British Consul-General at Tangier has for- 
warded a translation of a notice which has appeared in the 
“Boletin Oficial’? of the Spanish Zone inviting tenders for 
fixed material and rolling stock necessary for the completion 
of the construction of the Laraiche-Alcazar Railway. Tenders 
should be deposited, before 6th Aprii, at the Public Works 
Department in Tetuan. ; 

All tenders must be accompanied by a receipt showing 
that the sum of 10,000 pesetas has been deposited in’ the 
State Bank or in the Bank of Spain. 

The specification and conditions of tender (in English) may 
be inspected by British firms interested at the Enquiry Office 
of the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligence). 

It will be observed that the time for the receipt of tenders 
is limited, and this intimation will, therefore, be of use only 
to firms having agents in Morocco who can be instracted hy 


RAILWAY 


NFETHERI ANDS, 

EARTHENWARE AND TILES.—A Dutch firm of general 
merchants, exporting to the Dutch East Indies, desires to 
vet into touch with United Kingdom inanufacturers of cheap 
earthenware for the Colonial market (Rangoon ware) and 
wall and fioor tiles for building purposes. (Reference 
No. 525.) . 

H.M. Consul-General at Rotterdam reports tle receipt of 
the folowing enquiries :— 

TEXTILES, HABERDASHERY, ETC.—A_ commission 
agent at Amsterdam wishes to represent United Kingdom 
manufacturers of cotton, woollen and silk goods, velvets, 
women’s blouses and skirts, haberdashery, all kinds of art 
needlework and embroidery materials. (Reference No. 526.) 

ALIMENTARY ARTICLES.—An agent at The Hague 
seeks the sale agency for United Kingdom manufacturers of 
alinentarv articles, including biscuits, sweets, vegetables, 
meat and fish in tins, jams, etc., for the sale of these goods 
in Holland. (Reference No. 527.) 

AGENT’S SERVICES OFFERED.—A British 
commission agent, established in Amsterdam, desires to get 
into touch with United Kingdom exporters and manu- 
facturers wishing to be represented in Holland. (Reference 
No. 528.) —~-- 

PALESTINE. 

METALS. MACHINES, ETC.—A firm at Jaffa are willing 
to undertake the selling agency of the following classes of 
British goods, which are said to be at present needed on that 
market :— 

(1) METALS AND HARDWARE.—Cast iron, copper. 
tin, tinplate, lead. iron and steel in bars, flat and corru- 
gated galvanised iron, 1 girders, tools, iron. copper and 
lead pines. daor and window fastenings, padlocks. ete. 


(2) MACHINES AND TECHNICAL ARTICLES.—Petrol 


eable . 


ceneral 








and gas motors, asricultural implements, tractors, motor 


cars, lorries. mineral oils, rubber, asbestos, ete. 
(3) TEX TILES.—Manchester cvoods, woollens, hosiery, 
haherdashery, thread for sewing and weaving, clothing. 
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({) PRINTING.—Type and lithographic machines, types, 
printing paper, ink, accessories, etc. 

(9) FUEL.—Coal, benzine, petrol, naphtha, briquettes. 
— (6) PROVISIONS.—Preserves, biscuits, condensed milk, 
jam, macaroni, ete, 

(7) CHEMICAL PRODUCTS.—Caustic soda, soda H, 
pharmaceutical products, vegetable fats. (Reference No. 529.) 





PORTUGAL. 

NAVAL ARSENAT, AT LISBON.—With reference to the 
previous notices that have appeared in the ‘‘Journal’’ on 
the proposed new naval arsenal at Lisbon, the British Consul 
at Lisbon reports by cable that the time limit in respect of 
the contract has been further extended until 30th April. 





SOUTH AMERICA. 

CUTLEKY.—A Birmingham merchant intends as soon as 
possible to proceed to Buenos Aires with the view of repre- 
senting United Kingdom manutacturers of cutlery, for which 
there is a market in South America. The applicant, who 
proposes to open offices in Buenos Aires, would be glad to 
get into touch with United Kingdow firms desiring to ex- 
tend their connection in the South American market. 
(Reference No. 530.) 





SOUTH RUSSIA. 

MARKET SOUGHT—WOOL AND BRISTLES.—A well- 
established house, with a branch at Odessa, offers for export 
¢,400 poods of sheep’s-wool, season 1918. Applicants will be 
required to supply goods in exchange, and to state what 
goods they are in a position to supply. Further supplies ot 
woul are obtainable. 

The same firm offers bristles on similar terms. (Reference 
No. 539.) 

SWEDEN. 

SPORTING ARTICLES, TRAVELLING REQUISITES, 
ETC.—H.M. Consul at Stockholm reports that a firm in that 
city seeks a buying agent in London, qualified to make pur- 
cheses for them of sporting goods, travelling requisites, ete. 
(Reference No 531.) 

SW ENEN—FINLAND. 

TEXTILES, WATERPROOF COATS, ETC.—A_ Stock- 
holm firm desire to get into touch with United Kingdom 
manufacturers of the following goods, desiring to be repre- 
sented in Sweden and Finland:—Hosiery, materials of all 
kinds, waterproof coats, gloves, handkerchiefs. and of 
clothing, of all kinds, for men and women, (Reference 
No. 532.) en 
SWITZERLAND 

WOOLLEN MATERIALS, UNDERWEAR, ETC.—H.\4. 
Consul at St. Gall reports that an agent in that town seeks 
sgencies for United Kingdom manufacturers of woollen 
cloth materials for men’s and women’s wear, underwear, 
hosiery, boots and shoes, and whisky. (Reference No. 533.) 








UNITED STATES OF AMFPICA, 

CHEMICALS AND MACHINERY PRODUCTS.—-H.M. 
Consul-General at New York reports that an agent is anxious 
to get into tduch with United Kingdom manufacturers of 
chemicals and machinery products. (Reference No. 534.) 

LINEN, WOOLLEN AND WORSTED GOODS.—A New 
York shipping house, with London office and wide connec- 
tions, is desirous of getting into touch with, and obtaining 
sole representation in the United States of America, of 
United Kingdom manufacturers of .linen, woollen and 
worsted goods. Terms to be mutually arranged and first- 
class references will be furnished. 

COTTON AND SILK NETS, CHIFFONS AND 
GEORGETTES, ETC.—An old-established and well-known 
New York shipping and distributing house, claiming to have 
wide connections, require the sole representation in the 
United States of America of first-class manufacturers of the 
following goods:—Cotton and silk nets, chiffons and 
veorgettes, malines, and web belting. Terms to be mutually 
arranged and highest references furnished. 

HAIR PINS, NEEDLES, PINS.—An old-established New 
York shipping and distributing house, with offices in the 
United Kingdom and wide connections, are desirous of 
obtaining the sole representation, in the United States of 
America, of first-class manufacturers of hair pins, needles 
and ordinary pins. ‘Terms to be mutually arranged and 
first-class references will be furnished. 

Conmunications in connection with the forecoing enquiries 
should be addressed to the Secretary, Statistica! and Intorma- 
tion Department, London Chamber of Commerce, 1, 2 and 8, 
Oxford Court, and 97, Cannon Street, London, F.C. 4 
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Shipping and Transport. 


CANADA. 
NEW RAILWAY PROJECTS IN QUEBEC. 


Petitions asking for the incorporation of two new railways 
have been presented in the Quebec Legislative Assembly. One 
of these, the St. Felicien and Ungava, as proposed, will run 
its line from St. Felicien, near Lake St. John, generally 
northward to Lake Mistassini, an air-line distance of about 
200 miles; thence north-eastward to Lake Petitskapau, an 
air-line distance of about 350 miles, or 550 miles total length 
of line. (From Quebec to Lake St. John railway communica- 
tion has been established for a number of years.) The 
second of the proposed new lines, the Quebec and Ungava, is 
projected to run from Seven Islands Bay, a point on the 
St. Lawrence River, some 300 miles below Quebec City, 
northward to Lake Menihek, approximately 290 miles, with 
an extension to Hudson Bay suggested as a possibility of the 
future. This latter distance is not less than 450 miles. 

The Ungava district, as this portion of the Province of 
Quebec is generally called, is rich in timber resources and 
potentially rich in minerals. Surveys carried on by the 
Geological Branch of the Dominion Government have revealed 
excellent deposits of iron at Lake Petitskapau and Lake 
Pletipi, the latter not directly on the probable route of the 
new railways, but accessible thereto. 











BELGIUM. 
INLAND NAVIGATION TO BRUSSELS. 


The ‘‘Informations Belges’’ contains a notice to the effect 
that owing to the shortage of repairing appliances and 
equipment the Port of Brussels is not yet ready to receive 
sea-going vessels. It appears, however, that the waterway 
is ready for inland navigation, and that vessels 90 metres 
long, 12 metres wide, 3:10 metres draught, and 6°40 metres 
(free) above the water level may be towed. These vessels 
carry 2,000 to 2,500 tons. The canal from Brussels to Rupel 
is therefore ready for heavy inland navigation, and it is 
anticipated that it will be accessible to sea-going vessels of 
large tonnage within a few months. 








CHILE. 


[INTERNAL COMMUNICATIONS 
PROVINCE. 

The province of Tacna, Chile, is ill] supplied with internal 
means of communication. There is no railway uniting it 
either with the Chilean province of Tarapaca to the south, 
or with Peru to the north, although the Arica-La Paz Rail- 
way, which crosses the province in a north-easterly direction 
from the sea to the Bolivian frontier, has assisted to open up 
the district. 

Cut up as it is by the western foothills of the Andes, com- 
munication from point to point in the province is difficult, 
and reliance has to be placed mainly on mules and horses. 
The roads are, in general, poor, and even the famous “Inca 
Road,’’ which runs through the province, is in many places 
impossible for wheeled traffic. 

There are 263 kilometres of railroad open in the 
province, of which 200 kilometres form the Chilean 
section of the international railway from Arica to La Paz, 
and the remaining 63 kilometres the local railway from 
Arica to Tacna. It is proposed eventually to extend the 
longitudinal railway from its present northern terminus at 
Zapiga in the province of Tarapaca, to Arica and thence to 
Tarata, on the Peruvian frontier, and the section Zapiga to 
Arica has been surveyed. In 1914 it was suggested that from 
Tarata a connection might be made with the Peruvian rail- 
way system. 

Of the two existing railways in the province the Arica- 
Tacna Railway is the older of the two lines. This railway 
was opened in 1859, having been authorised by a decree of 
the Peruvian Congress in 1851 as one of a series of railways 
extended to link up the chief ports of the Republic with 
the more important inland centres of population. The line 
was constructed and is owned by a British company. 

Tacna is 62-7 kilometres from Arica and 550 metres above 
sea level. The principal traffic over the line upwards is in 
flour, coal, rice, etc., and downwards in fruit, vegetables, 
malt, sulphur, cotton and ores. The upward traffic repre- 
sents 70 per cent. of the total traffic of the line. In 1913 the 

company had eight locomotives, eight coaches and 54 wagons. 
One train daily runs in each direction. 


THe Arica-LA Paz Ratrway. 


The Arica-La Paz Railway, which constitutes by far the 
most important means of communication in the province, 
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SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT —continued 





was the outcome of the Treaty of Peace and Amity, cop. 
cluded between Chile and Bolivia, 20th October, 1904. Unde; 
the terms of this agreement, the Chilean Government under. 
took to construct a railroad from Arica to La Paz, in orde, 
to provide facilities for the import and export trade of 
Bolivia. Work on the line was begun under a contract con. 
cluded between Sindicato de Obras Publicas de Chile ang 
the Chilean Government, but this contract was late, 
rescinded. 


The Government then undertook the work itself, but ultj- 
mately, in 1906, handed over the construction to a British 
firm. The line, which is of metre gauge, and 438 kilometres 
in length, was opened for general traffic in 1913. Its cop. 
struction presented considerable engineering difficulties. 
since it was necessary to cross the Andes at an altitude of 
3,728 metres in the Chilean section, and to cross a further 
range at an altitude of 4,131 metres in the Bolivian section. 

Within the province of Tacna the length of railroad jg 
200 kilometres, from the port of Arica to the Bolivian fron. 
tier. 

Traffic consists in general of imports and exports from 
Bolivia, and in sulphur from the Tacora mines. The total 
volume of traffic was 47,000 tons in 1913; it rose to 
105,000 tons in 1917. Two trains are run weekly each way, 

The railway over its whole length is the property of the 
Chilean Government, but the Bolivian section of the line igs 
to be transferred to the Bolivian Government in 1928. 


The Arica-La Paz Railway affords the shortest route from 
La Paz to the sea, being 384 miles, as against 574 to Anto- 
fagasta and 611 to Mollendo. 








SPAIN. 
PROPOSED PARIS-ALGECIRAS RAILWAY. 
(From H.M. Ambassador.) 
ManRIp. 


In connection with the proposed Paris-Algeciras Railway, a 
notice of which appeared on page 325 of the ‘‘Journal’’ of 
6th March, the question of a sufficient supply of electricity 
for the operation of this railway has naturally arisen. 

A scheme for a national network of conductors for dis- 
tribauting electrical energy has been suggested, the power to 
be derived from the water power resources of Spain. The 
full amount of power obtainable is calculated at 2,300,000 
kilowatts, equal to 3,000,000 H.P. The limit, however, 
suggested at present for the calculation of returns is 300,000 
k.w., in addition to the 300,000 k.w. already independently 
in use in the country. 

A peripheral polygon of conductors, it is stated, would 
have its vertices in Barcelona, Bilbao, Oviedo, the Douro 
(Zamora and Salamanca on the Portuguese frontier), the 
Tagus (Caceres), Rio Tinto, Seville, Granada and Valencia, 
then closing again on Barcelona. Feeders and branches would 
converge on Madrid, the centre of the network, from the 
principal waterfalls and coalfields in the country. The total 
length of the polygon is estimated at 2,350 kms., and that 
of the feeders and branches at 2,050 kms. The cost of the 
¥hole system has been estimated at about 130,000,000 pesetas 
(nominally £5,200,000). 


The main distribution will be effected at a tension cf 
120,000 volts, current trifasic of 50 periods, which is that 
generally in use in the country. The national network of 
conductors will be connected up with the principal waterfalls 
and the principal coalfields, and more particularly with those 
which, from their position or the inferiority of their coal, are 
not well adapted for exploitation in the usual way. These 
coalfields will be called into action as regulators to supple- 
ment the water power in times of drought. 


The direct line between the northern frontier and Algeciras 
will probably be the backbone of the Spanish railway system, 
while that between Madrid and Valencia will constitute the 
main artery of traffic to Eastern Spain. After these lines, 
a direct route from Madrid to Vigo has been suggested, and 
in connection with this an addition of electrical conductors 
passing through Corunna, Vigo and Ferrol has been recom- 
mended. 

REVISION oF SpaANisH Raitway Rates. 


According to a Royal Decree of the 26th December, the 
rates per unit and per kilometre at present in operation may 
be proportionately increased up to a maximum of 15 per 
cent., although this increase may exceed the legal maximum 
provided by the various railway concessions. The Companies 
are obliged to keep a separate account of the revenue derived 
from the increased tariff, and this revenue will not be 
calculated to increase the realisable value on a possible 
reversion of the railways to the State. 
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CANADA. 
DEVELOPMENTS IN IRON AND STEEL 
INDUSTRIES. 

(From H.M. Trade Commissioner.) 


ToRONTO. 

According to a statement issued in January by the 

resident and manager of a drawn steel company in Ontario, 
steel prices in Canada are not likely to fall immediately. 
They have always largely been governed by the prices in the 
United States, and these prices were very much higher in 
1917 than they are now, because the fixing of prices by the 
Tnited States Government at a figure estimated to give a 
fair return to the mills, was based on wages at the time this 
fixing of prices took place. Since then, wages have shown 
no tendency to decline, and in fact in many cases have 
advanced. Freight rates have also advanced ; taxes indicate 
an increase; and with these factors it is difficult to see how 
the mills will quote lower prices until there is some radical 
change. 

MarKET FOR PLATE AND SHEET. 

Discussing the market for plate and sheet, the editor of 
an important trade journal states that there seems to be a 
tendency in well-informed quarters to think that the United 
States Steel Corporation was rather premature in announc- 
ing & reduction in prices, which included a 3-cent. base 
price for plate. To show that it does not control the situa- 
tion, the biggest plate order sent from Canada since the 
Armistice was recently placed at a base price of 3°75 f.o.b. 
United States mills, which is well in advance not only of the 
Corpuration’s cut price, but of the fixed price of 3-25 that 
ruled during the life of the United States War Industries 
Board. The 3-cent price has not stimulated business. 

Other lines, however, continue to make concessions in 
prices. Sheets, for instance, are at a 7-cent mark from 
the warehouses. Sheet mills, both in United States and 
Canada, are looking for business. Many mills were taken off 
sheets during the war, and are returning from the rolling of 
plate or other war material. Their books are empty and 
any business offering is keenly perused. The tube situation 
also shows a tendency to weaken, although these reductions 
are more in the form of voluntary action on the part of 
dealers, because stocks in Canada and the United States 
are very low and it will take a considerable time to 1e- 
plenish them. 

Canadian steel mills, with the assistance of freight, duty, 
and war tax advantages, are meeting the prices quoted in 
this market by United States merchant mills. The Canadian 
mills have a'so a better delivery date for points in Canada 
than can be given by United States mills. 


OrvDERS FoR Ratnway Cars. 


The Canadian National Railways, with headquarters at 
Toronto, in January placed orders for 2,830 cars, as follows: 
From the Canadian Car and Foundry Company, Montreal, 
500 stock cars, 259 ballast cars, 150 refrigerator cars, 100 
colonist cars, 30 baggage cars; total, 1,030. From the 
Eastern Car Company, New Glasgow, N.S., 500 flat cars. 550 
genera! service or coal cars (all steel); total, 1,950. From 





MINERALS AND METALS —continued. 





from sash cord to the largest hawsers, including steel-core 
and hemp-core cable. Interests associated with the new 
enterprise state that there should be ample market for 
their product without seriously interfering with other 
Canadian manufacturers of wire rope, because before the 
war there was a large importation of wire rope from the 
United Kingdom and from Germany. The new works hope 
t» obtain a certain amount of export business. 


SPAIN. 


IRON ORE RESOURCES. 

An estimate by engineers of the reserves of iron ore in 
the different provinces of Spain, and published in a recent 
issue of ‘‘Revista Industrial y Financiera,”’ states that there 
is more than 700 million tons of rich iron ore in Spain, with 
an average 50 per cent. of iron. It is distributed in the 
following districts : — 








1. Léon (Cotos Wagner, Ferradillo, Monte Teleno), 
150,000,000 tons. 
2. Turel, Guadalajara, Sierra Menera y Almoajo, 


135,000,000 tons. 

3. Vizcava, quarry, and to clear, 7,000,000 tons. 

4. Lugo (Viveros, Muras, Villadolid, Miera, Penamil, San 
Pedra de Rio, Cervantes, Caurel, Incio, Puebla de Brollén, 
Bahamonde, Montefurado, Guntin, Puerto Martin), 
65,060,000 tons. 

5. Oviedo (Riocares, Llumeras, Salar, Carrefio, Trubia, 
Sobrecobio). 

6. Teverga, etc. (without counting the poor ferruginous 
sandstone of Proisza, Quirdés, Teverga), 55,000,000 tons. 

7. Aragon (Aneto, Moncayo, Tierga, etc.), 40,000,000 tons. 

8. Sevilla (Cala, Tauler, Pedrosa, Cerro del Hierro, Con- 
stantina, Fuente del Arco y Gualdalcanal), 35,000,000 tons. 

9. Santander (Dicido, Setares, Ontén, mines of the Cé 
of Orconera, Heras, Estrambasaquas, Puente Arse, Mer- 
cadal, Camargo, etc.), 25,000,000 tons. 

10 Malaga, Grenada (Archidona, Ronda, Loja, Estepona, 


- Alquife, Busquistar, etc.), 25,000,000 tons. 


11. Almeria (Gérgal, Beires. Alfaro, Sierra Alhamilla, 
Culataiva, Bacares y Sierra de Bedar, Almagrera), 25,000,009 
tons. 

12. Logrofio, Burgos, Soria, ete. (Monterrubio, Sierra 
Cameros, Olvega v Ezcaray), 20,000,000 tons. 

13. Mucia (Morata, Purias, Sierra del Medio, Herrerias, 
Cehegin, Almagro, Almenara, etc.), 15,000,000 tons. 

14. Region Catalana (Malgrat, Celra, Ll *bas, 
10,000,000 tons. 

15. Guiptizcoa y Navarra (Cerain, Mutilca, Berasteque, 
Frino-Lasaca, Oyarazum, Articuza), 10,000,000 tons. 

16. Extremadura y Segovia, etc., 10,000,000 tons. 

17. Huelva (Fregenal without including those very sul- 
phurous minerals which overcap the beds of iron pyrites). 

18. Ciudad Real (Pozuelos de Calatrava, etc.), 10,000,000 
tons. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
IRON AND STEEL PRICES. 


etc.), 
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Information has been received from Washington as to the 
prices which have been agreed upon between the United 
States Steel Producers and the Industrial Board of the 
Department of Commerce for various classes of iron and steel 

Imports of plates for the fiscal year ending March, 1918, products. The principal prices are as follows :— 
practically all of which were from the United States. were Per gross ton. 
as follows: —Plate, boiler, of iron or steel. not less than 30 Dols. 


the National Steel Car Company, Hamilton, 750 box cars, 
(steel underframe). 


IMPORTS OF PLATES. 








inches in width, and not less than quarter inch in thickmess, | IID... cccnrdiincuilienckuuusicsaanseianeniies 25°75 
for use exclusively in the manufacture of boilers, 835,557 | NEE CO Taree a TT ae ee 38°5 
dols.; plates rolled, not less than 30 inches in width and | TET ET RAE TO EE 42-00 
not less than quarter inch in thickness. n.o.p. 1.024.965 dols. : ETI TTT Te aabeudiadeaianianin 42-00 
plates or sheets rolled, sheared or unsheared, and skelp rine RRR ene en ve enn ene eT ne Carona 41-00 
and steel sheared or ro!led in grooves, n.o.p. 590.659 dols., I  Wickieiniesicsidictbintetiiasiepceimieamanse 52-00 
as against imports of 1,531,912 dols. for the preceding fiscal | per cwt. 
eel plate. steel, universal mill or rolled edge plates of | NINE  sicsesicacaidinoncnnbbibsiietalicasleesaaseis 2-45 
oo . ee inches wide, imported for use in the mannfae- III ions: sceasiie hori daedeenasenadbinekenedes 9-85 
; 121.995 4 iy or of structural work, or in car construction. I oo sath sos cn talepecamamaneenbembenin 2°45 
ite : ge s.; plouch plates, shares or mould boards, land TOLD TORTI savmeiteaiiiiae ik iaialalaiaa 3-00 
a. an other plates for agricultural implements, when | NRPS cena eee nee er ree aS eer yes 3°°5 
0 shape from rolled plates of steel, but not moulded, ON OTE, CATT TR AE ETT 4-35 
_. polished or otherwise manufactured, 998 895 dols. Blue annealed sheets .............ccccccccccceeeeees 3°55 
16 Imports of plates enumerated above total 4,569,231 dols. NN OT TOTO TRE TG OTTO 5:70 
‘ve a O11 geen Light Buguasintrvionriasasent kiinalhbebinainipaeaibicain te 
yr 4 amilton are manufacturin stee . 4 BLIS cncccccvccccccccccccrccccccccecesseccocescoce ' 
— formerly imported. The company will em eae aT per gues em 
previously purchased outside of Canada. Rails (Standard I iniiiccccininiawawereions 45: 
Steet Wire Rove. BE CEOS RD inc ccccccevcenecsccevcescscesss Pe cia 
ase box. 
Be pumas company are installing machinery of their own BEE PRED, cccvecesenccorsacssesnesnceesccensesesecosonee - 7-00 
~ eir munition works, for the manufacture of steel *Merchants have base of 2°35 dols. 
® rope and cable. All sizes of rope will be manufactured, tee 
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BRITISH INDIA, 
THE SILK INDUSTRY. 


The “Report on an Inquiry into the Silk Industry in 
India’? by the Imperial Silk Specialist, which was commenced 
in December, 1915, has now been published. 

The diminution in silk production in India, according to 
the Report, is mainly that of Bengal and is due to (1) the 
increased production of Japan; (2) the disease; (3) the 
increased value of other crops: (4) the inter‘ority ci the 
Bengal worm. The silk crop ot Bengal is now aunost liwvited 
to areas in which silk is the most suitable crop. With a better 
race of seed which is now available, with the existing 
resources in nurseries, the industry can be largely revived it 
the new hybrid races are introduced and if a competent 
Muropean oilicer is appointed to organise the introduction. 

The industry in Mysore and Wollegal is capable ot exten- 
sion on the same lines; and its production of silk can be 
vonsiderably increased if disease-free seed of an improved 
(probab.y hybrid) race can be issued ‘from a station situated 
in a suitable climate. The industry in Kashmir is in no 
need of anything, but local extension in regard to tree 
planting and the production of silk is nearly at the limit ot 
the existing trees. The question of developing seed supply 
must depend on the conclusions reached by the Imperial! 
Agricultural Bacteriologist on the pebrine question. The 
small industries in Assam and Burma are capable ct con- 
siderable extension with better races of seed and better plant. 
New areas for silk production are being tested; there is 
large scope for developmuient in the Punjab, the United 
rovinees and Bihar sub-montane tracts, but this will require 
extensive organisation at the start and will develop slowly ; 
other areas for silk production are uncertain and can /he 
tested only by continued experiment. 

The broad requirement of the industry in all States con- 
eerned is the provision of an expert organising staft and a 
central seed-producing station. 








THe Tasar I[npvustry. 

There has been a diminution in the tasar industry, due 
uiainly to the increased value of food crops, partly to the 
better control of forests, and partly to the decreased demand 
for tasar goods. The production of cocoons can be assisted 
only by a prolonged investigation into the biology of the 
insect, the result of which must be uncertain; the position 
of the tasar producer is not such as to justify this investiga- 
tion, and it is not worth undertaking. The closely related 
industry of tasar weaving can be assisted probably only by 
che provision of organisation in the disposal of fabrics, better 
methods, and the extension of co-operative credit; the latter 
is the most vital, the tasar worker being very generally hope- 
iessly indebted and unable to work under proper conditions, 
The industry is a very scattered one and will be difficult to 
organise on that account; but it is very large, and falls 
chiefly within a single Province; its production is not ex* 
ported and the position of the industry is a matter wholly 
of local concern. No real effort to assist the industry has 
heen made during the last forty years, and there is probably 
cood scope for development on co-operative lines; this could 
he easily done and the cost would be fully justified by 
results. 

Mvuca anp Ert INDUSTRIEs. 

The muga and eri industries are small and practically con- 
fined to Assam; they are capable of improvement with ex- 
pert advice, but will probably never develop to large pro- 
portions. Eri might possibly become a large industry if the 
use of Indian raw materials was developed in England. 

The production of silk cocoons of all kinds and the disposal 
of the produce can be considerably developed by the pro- 
vision chiefly of expert organisation similar to that of the 
Agricultural Departments in India; and it is essential that 
this organisation shall also be in close touch with the manu- 
facturing part of the silk industry. 

Crntran Sink INstTituTe. 

The best plan, it is stated, is to reorganise the industry in 
suitable areas, with a combination of local effort and central 
advice, commencing on small lines in suitable places; the 
organisation reauired for this is discussed and the creation 
of a Central Silk Institute, te work with provincial silk 
assistants, is recommended. In the first place this should 
he limited to the provision of a seed supply station in a 
suitable climate; the necessary staff for hvybridising, for 
seed product'on and for the supervision of rearing experi- 
ments should be provided ; and there should be an officer in the 
Imperial service whose advice should be available to all 
Provinces and States for the improvement and development 
of silkworm cultivation. 

WEAVING. 

This having been provided, the development of weaving 

should be considered, and the action that will be taken by 
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the local Governments will determine how far it Will be 
necessary to provide the staff of the suggested Central] Silk 
Institute. 





NEW ZEALAND, 
REQUISITION OF WOOL. 


H.M. Trade Commissioner, New Zealand, has forwarded 
a copy of a Proclamation, pub‘ished in the ‘‘New Zealand 
Gazette” of 2nd December, issued by the Governor-General] of 
New Zealand on the requisition of New Zealand wool. Firms 
interested may consult the Proclamation on application to 
the Department of Overseas Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
B.C. 2. | ” ae 

The Proclamation includes a list of wool prices, and of 
Government brokers. , 





oe 


MEXICO, 


COTTON GROWING IN THE LAGUNA DISTRICT 
(from the British Vice-Consul.) 
GoMEZ Paracio, 

There are two principal cotton-producing districts in the 
Republic of Mexico. One is the Imperial Valley of Lower 
California, which in time will be the greatest producer of al] 
it, however, lies upon the United States boundary line, and 
being a natural part of a unit, the remainder of which is 
represented by the Imperial Valley of the United States, its 
production is an asset rather to that nation than to Mexico. 
Again, the district is rather remote from Mexican textile 
centres. 

The other and at present the principal cotton-producing 
district is the Laguna, which averages about 89,000 bales 
per annum. 








TRRIGATION. 

[ts production fluctuates greatly, being dependent on the 
varying amount of land affected each year by the flood 
waters of the River Nagas. During the autumn these waters 
are carried by a series of canals over the entire surface of 
the Laguna district, which consists of alluvial soil of great 
depth, probably ancient lake bottom. 

The land is irrigated in squares enclosed by dykes often 
ten to fifteen feet high, and in these squares the water is 
diverted successively from the canals until it sinks into the 
sround, 

After irrigation in the autumn the spring planting of 
cotton is made in furrows opened for the purpose. Both 
summer and autumn crops are raised usually without the aid 
of further irrigation or rainfall. This is all the more remark- 
able as the climate is intensely dry, and there may be but 
half-a-dozen rain showers in the whole year. | 

Tae Bott Worm. 

The cotton plant produced under these conditions, 
prokably on account of the extreme aryness of the climate, 
appears to be less subject to insect pests than in most parts 
of the more humid cotton-growing territory of the United 
States. The commen boll weevil which has caused the com- 
plete suspension of cotton growing in some parts of that 
country, is so far controlled by climatic conditions in the 
Laguna district, that without the precautions taken to 
restrict the pest in the United States, and in spite of care- 
less manipulation of the crops, the plague has little effect 
on the cotton crop. 

A few years ago enterprising Mexican planters introduced 
some Egyptian cotton seed of the lone stanle variety, and 
with it came the Egyptian or Pink Boll Worm. It was 
allowed to spread and propagate in the Laguna, actually 
unnoticed until 1916, when it was detected in some cotton 
seed that was being exported to the United States, with the 
result that an embargo was placed by that country on all 
Mexican raw cotton products. 

The United States Department of Agriculture in 1917 
sent an expert to investigate the situation. An experimental 
station in the Laguna was also established under the direc- 
tion of the Department. 

The cotton area in the Laguna in 1918 was estimated at 
200.000 acres, and there was a crop approximating 150,000 
bales. 

According to the opinion and experience of the Laguna 
planter the destruction by the boll worm is between 5 and 
10 per cent. According to another expert opinion, however, 
the destruction is estimated at 30 per cent.. and this will 
increase progressively vear by year. Up to the present the 
Pink Boll Worm has not committed snficient depredation to 
compel the Lacuna planter to adant his land to other forms 
of cultivation. The percentage of destruction by the worm 
must vreatlv increase before the adoption of any other crop, 
in order not to represent a great financial loss to these 
planters. 
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GERMANY. 





INDUSTRIES. | 
THE MOTOR MARKET IN DECEMBER. 

The following is a translation of the main portions of an 
article in the stom Soa Zeitung on conditions in the 
‘oy motor market :— 
eo in the first year of the war it was thought 
necessary to take steps against the danger of a — 
swamping of the market through the release of heavy vehic es 
hy the Army Administration, and against the fall in prices 
attendant on such action. The possibility of such a dev elep- 
ment led 20 of the German motor firms to found the Feld- 
krafttwagen A.G, (‘Feldag’) in 1915, which was to take in 
hand the utilisation of motor vehicles and motor parts for 
which the Army Administration had no further use. ‘The 
‘ears referred to proved groundless after the war had ended 
ina manner different from that which we had been entitled 
to anticipate. Above all there is no question of a flooding 
of the market with cars. At the present time the amount 
of material which the Feldag has at its disposal for repair 
and subsequent distribution to the industry is on the con- 
trary extremely sparse. The conditions are somewhat better 
in the case of cars for the transport of persons (Personen- 
wagen). A number of these, by the way, chiefly of foreign 
manufacture, were sold during the war at good prices to 
neutral buyers to save interest and storage rent. Owing to 
the difficulty of obta!ning spare parts for such cars it would 
have been a slow and difficult matter to repair them; more- 
over, their sale yielded neutral exchange to the value ot 
soveral million marks. At the present time cars for the 
transport of persons, in the case of which in addition to 
other difficulties there is the tyre problem, are available in 
such very small numbers that the Feldag can only here and 
there release heavy cars and can only dispose of the small 
ones to buyers who, like doctors or veterinary surgeons, 
can prove by their occupation that it is necessary for them 
to possess one, A similar discrimination among customers 
will have to be observed in the sale of lorries, for the supply 
of these will be further affected by the fact that a number 
of the best of them have been claimed by the newly created 
motor transport authorities in exchange for vehicles belong- 
ing to the home column whose utility has been reduced by 
wear and tear; also by the fact that under present labour 
conditions repairs take considerably longer to carry out than 
was formerly the case... . 

“... in the same way the fall in prices which was 
feared in the first year of the war has not eccurred. It 
may, indeed, rather be said, especially in the case of lorries, 
that prices are too high; since in their case the special in- 
creases for leather and upholstery do not come into ques- 
tion. When it is borne in mind that in peace time a 3-ton 
commercial car with rubber tyres cost perhaps 16,500 marks, 
that now the corresponding and inferior war product with 
wood and iron tvres costs at least 30,000 marks, and that 
compared with this a second-hand overhauled car supplied 
by the Feldag costs perhaps 12-14,000 marks, there can be no 
talk of a slump in prices. To this must be added the fact 
that, according to accounts received, the military authori- 
ties have current contracts—not all of which date from 
before the collapse—with German motor firms for 10,000 
lorries, 2.¢., to the value of roughly 300 million marks, the 
ultimate effect of which will be to keep up prices. In view 
of all these facts it is not astonishing that it has become 
impossible for private firms to obtain motor vehicles at pos- 
sible prices. The decision is remembered by which the Associ- 
ation of German Motor-Vehicle Manufacturers some months 
ago determined to cancel all contracts concluded with private 
persons un to the 3lst December, 1916, i.e., during roughly 
the first 2} years of war—a decision attributed at the time 
to the rise in wages and cost of materials and to the long 
duration of the war, the legality of which was. however, from 
the first a matter of doubt. The present business policy 
of the motor firms is completely under the influence of this 
decision. The factories do, indeed, again accept contracts, 
but tend to stipulate for several years respite on account 
of the shortage of materials; in addition, far-reaching reser- 
vations are made in regard to prices. That this is not for 
the public good appears from the following considerations, 
the constantly growing difficulties of transport. which have 
been further aggravated by the Armistice conditions, and 
which it has not vet been possible to overcome, should push 
the utilisation of motor vehicles into the forecround of 
policy, Instead of that we see, as explained above. an increase 
in the difficulties of purchase. Before the war there were 
Perhaps not more than: 7-8.000 lorrics in use, a merely negli- 


gible number in relation to our widely extended economic 


| 
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life. . ... . On the outbreak of war the majority of these 
passed into the possession of the military authorities, and 
during the war no wore than 2-3,000 lorries belonging to the 
home column were in use, partly for public and partly for 
private purposes. An increase of this home column by nicans 
of returned military vehicles was, however, next to impos- 
sible because the number of the latter was smaller than the 
latest statistics suggested, and because further 5,000 lorries 
had to be handed over to the Entente.”’ 
PROBLEMS OF THE LEATHER INDUSTRY. 

The Committee of the German Leather Administration met 
at Berlin on the 5th and 6th February, and a report of its 
proceedings in the Fiank/furter Zeitung of the 16th February 
contains the following information :— 

(1) Statistical material furnished by the Demobilisation 
Office shows that in spite of a temporary increase in stocks 
an extraordinary shortage of leather must be reckoned on 
in the future. . 

(2) It is regarded as essential that the stocks at the dis- 
posal of the country shall be utilised in the general, and not 
in any sectional interest. 

(3) The question of import and export is held to be of the 
first importance, and must be regulated from the point of 
view of re-export. Home consumption must be confined to 
the minimum and everything done to further the export of 
finished goods, 

BOOT AND SHOF TRADE. 


As from Ist March, 1919, all restrictions are cancelled on 
direct dealings between boot and shoe manufacturers and 
the who'esale and retail trades.—(Wiinehner Neueste Nach- 
richten.) 

GERMAN ASSOCTATIONS OF WOOL PRODUCERS. 

All German Associations of Wool Preducers have formed 
2 Union to study and further the interests of German wool 
producers and to guarantee them receiving adequate prices. 
—(Nieuwe Rotterdumsche Courant.) 

DYES. 
NATIONALISATION OF THE COAL-TAR 
INDUSTRY. 

Thea employees of the Farbenfabriken, vorm, Friedrich 
Bayer and Co., numbering more than 2,000. have sent to 
Chancellor Ebert a telegram to the effect that an eventual 
nationalisation of the dye and drug industry would bring 
enormous harm to Germany. They say, among other things, 
that Germany’s chemical industry owes its dominant position 
in the world markets to the speculative chemical investiga- 
tions extending through many years, the tireless technical 
labours in the factories, and the energy of the German sales- 
tien abroad. A nationalisation of these establishments 
would be the most radical and the surest means to ruin 
them in the shortest time possible. 


MINERALS, 


DYKE 


MINERAL STATISTICS 

Interesting statistics were given by Prof. Beyschlag, head 
of the Geological Institute, lecturing on the extent of Ger- 
many’s mineral wealth and her dependence on foreign 
minerals. As regards precious metals, Frieberg had up to 
the war, supplied 5-2 million kg. silver to the value of about 
1 milliard mk. The hopes placed in the gold and platinum 
discoveries in parts of Germany have proved disappointing, 
since the percentage extracted was found not worth exploi- 
tation. This also applies to tin, nickel, chrome, wolfram. 
molybdenum, and vanadium. ‘The tin deposits in the Erzge- 
birge had formerly sufficed for German needs, but before 
the war the annual consumption of tin had amounted to 
19,500 tons, 11,500 tons of which was foreign tin smelted in 
German works. The rest was imported as finished metal. 
There was only one nickel mine, Frankenstein in Silesia, 
which supplied about 500 tons per year. Germany likewise 
possesses practically no quicksilver, asbestos, or mica, and 
only inadequate quantities of copper, lead, tin, iron, and 
manganese. Whereas in 1913 the world consumption of 
copper was I million tons, it had risen in 1918 to 1-7 million 
tons. Germany, in pre-war days, manufactured 260,000 
tons copper annually, but only produced 25-30,000 tons her- 
self. During the war aluminium was used as a substitute 
for one-third of the copper requirement. Tin could also 
serve as a substitute. Germany's iron production has been 
severely threatened through the loss of the war. Of the 28°6 
million tons of iron ores which Germany territory yielded in 
1913. 21 million tons came from Lorraine. France will now 
become the richest iron country in Europe. German potash 
nion»poly has also been destroved by the war. As regards 
fuel. Germany possesses 140 milliard tons cf coal. and 13:9 
milliard chm. lignite. Prussia alone possesses 2 million nee- 
tares of peat land, which represents sufficient power to meet 
industrial requirements for 750 years.—(Vossische Zeitung.) 
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Customs Regulations and 
Tariff Changes. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


AUSTRALIA. 
PROHIBITION OF IMPORTATION OF DOGS. 


The Australian ‘‘Government Gazette”’ of the 9th January, 
contains copy of a Proclamation dated 8th January, 1919, 
which has been issued under the Quarantine Act, 1908-1915, 
and which prohibits the importation into Australia of dogs 
from the United Kingdom and from New Zealand 














CANADA. 


IMPORTATION OF UNSET DIAMONDS. 


It is stated in Customs Memorandum No. 2289B, dated 
27th February, that an Order-in-Council of the 24th 
February, 1919, has been issued, cancelling the Order-in- 
Council of the 20th September, 1915, which prohibited the 
impertation of unset diamonds into Canada except when 
imported direct from the United Kingdom. 








PROHIBITED EXPORTS : 
REGULATIONS. 

Customs Memorandum No. 22928, dated Ist March, con- 
tains amended Regulations which have been approved by 
the War Trade Board and the Canada Food Board respect- 
ing prohibited exports from Canada. 

The Regulations governing prohibited exports contained in 
Memorandum No. 22778, and published in the ‘‘Board of 
Trade Journal’ of 27th February, are cancelled by the 
present Memorandum. 

The amended Regulations are as follows : — 

i. For export to the United States, the United Kingdom, 

France (including Alsace and Lorraine), Belgium, 
Italy, Japan, and their possessions and protectorates, 
collectors of customs at ports of exit may, by endors- 
ing the usual shipper’s export entries, license ship- 
ments of all commodities except the following : — 

Gold and silver, 

Wheat and oats, 

Wheat fiour and farina, 

Butter, 

Cheese, 

Sugars, 

Syrups and Molasses, 

Mill screenings and screenings of grain, 

Canned salmon. 

2. Individual licences shall be required for export of the 

following goods to all destinations : — 
Gold and silver, 
Wheat and oats, 
Wheat flour and farina, 
Butter, 
Cheese, 
Sugars, 
Svrups and molasses, 
Mill screenings and screenings of grain, 
Canned salmon. 

3. Individual licences shall also be required for all pro- 
hibited exports to destinations other than the United 
States, the United Kingdom, France (including Alsace 
and Lorraine), Belgium, Italy, Japan, and their 
possessions and protectorates. 

4. Applications for licences to export gold and silver to 

be addressed to the Deputy Minister of Finance. 

5. Applications for licences to export wheat and oats shall 
be addressed to the Chairman, Board of Grain Super- 
visors, Winnipeg. 

6. Applications for licences to export all other foodstuffs 
excent wheat and oats to be addressed to the Canada 
Food Board, Ottawa. 

(. Applications for licences to export all other goods shall 
be addressed to the War Trade Board. Ottawa. 

8. Shipments of goods on the prohibited list, when the 
value of no one commodity exceeds 100 dol'ars, may 
be licensed by the endorsement of the collector of 
customs at.the point of exit on the usual shipper’s 
export entry. 

9. In the ease of shipments by parcel post when the value 
of no one commodity exceeds 100 dollars, postmasters 
may accept same for transmission without licence. 


AMENDET) 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 
—continued. 


REMISSION OF IMPORT DUTY ON TRACTIox 
ATTACHMENTS. 


Customs Memorandum No. 2288p, dated 24th February 
contains copy of an Order-in-Council which states that from 
7th February, 1919, and until otherwise provided fo, 
authority is granted for the remission and refund of the 
Customs duty on traction attachments designed and imported 
to be combined with automobiles in Canada for use as trae. 
tion engines for farm purposes and parts thereof for repairs 

In order to expedite importation and delivery of the aboye 
articles, they may be entered at the Custom House as free 
of ordinary duty and War Tax, on the usual form of entry for 
home consumption (B-1) until otherwise provided for. 

The articles should be set forth in the entry in the words 
by which they are above described. 








BRITISH WEST AFRICA. 
IMPORTATION OF SPIRITS PROHIBITED. 


The Board of Trade have been notified by the Colonia} 
Office that the Governments of the British West African 
Colonies have been instructed that the importation of al] 
spirits should be prohibited for the present, save unde; 
licences issued by the Colonial Government and based on the 
imports for 1918, and that such licences are not to be cranted 
tor the importation of ‘‘trade spirits.’’ Spirits shipped be- 
tore Ist April will be admitted without a licence. 

This decision is taken as a preliminary measure pending a 
decision as to the question of the permanent prohibition oj 
the spirit trade in West Africa. 








STRAITS SETTLEMENTS. 





AMENDMENT OF FOOD AND DRUGS 
ORDINANCE. 


The Board of Trade have received copy of the Sale of Food 
and Drugs (Further Amendment) Ordinance, 1919 (No. 2 of 
1919} whici: was assented to on 29th January, 1919, and which 
amends the Sale of Food and Drugs Ordinance, 1914 
(Ordinance No. 15 of 1914). 

Further provision is made in the present Ordinance for 
procuring samples of milk for the purpose of analysis, and, 
upon the request, or with the consent of the purchaser cr 
consignee, at the place of delivery, for procuring any sample 
of any other article of food in course of delivery to the pur- 
chaser or consignee. 

Section 27 of the original Ordinance has been amended as 
follows :—- 

27 (1) The Governor in Council may make Regulations for 

any of the following purposes : — 

(h) “‘to prohibit the sale, advertisement for sale, or im- 
portation of specified articles which are either 
dangerous or unsuitable as articles of food or 
medicine’”’ ; 

[The italicised words are new. | 

The following paragraph has been added to this section :— 

(ia) ‘‘to require all poisons contained in any medicine, 
proprietary, secret, or otherwise, to be disclosed in 
the prescribed manner and form, and with the pre- 
scribed particulars at or prior to the sale thereof.” 

‘‘Poison’’ means any article deemed to be a poison within 
the meaning of the Poisons Ordinance, 1905. 


FOREIGN. 


BELGIUM. 
IMPORT LICENCES. 


With reference to previous notices in the ‘‘Journal’’ re- 
specting Belgian import prohibitions, the Board of Trade 
are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of copy of a notice 
recently issued by the Ministry of Industry, Labour and 
Supplv to the effect that import licences are no longer re- 
quired for brewing malt. 

Import licences are at present only required in the case of 
cereals for bread-making, oats, barley, sugar, tobacco and 
coal. 














FRANCE *% 


EXPORT OF SEEDS FOR SOWING. 


It is notified in the ‘Journal Officiel”’ for the 12th March, 
that seeds for sowing (No. 89 of the Customs Tariff), except 
sugar beet seeds, may now be exported from France with- 
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-continued. ‘ 
CION continued. 
out special authorisation when consigned to the United King- ; s Fe ne eer ne 
Jom, Belgium, Italy, or the United States of America. Luni: , imposed by the Decree of 15th May, 1917, shall not 
— ne apply to the following goods : — 
= ; N —Some ot se s were already fr n 
fron § FRANCE AND ALGERIA. _ [Note.—Some of these goods we re rlready freed fro1 
for import restriction by the Decree of 20th August, 1917. (see 
- TY TAD Co ’ ae ies ~ + ae - hh aie ‘nal’’ » 97 " 7 
— IMPORT LICENCES FOR VULCANISED FIBRE. tdiiiamenimee 
‘a With reference to the notice at pages (22-724 of the LIST OF GOODS IN RESPECT OF WHICH NO IMPORT 
c- “Journal’’ for the 5th December las he Board of Trade 1c “ 
. Journa O ec i ecembdel ast, the oara oO rad¢ T ICEN 4D Is REC UIRED 
air, B are notified by the French Customs Office in London that a atte oe — 
tbove » . me - NI . . PD cass. Mens , No. in 
f the visa of the Office National des Papiers is no longer re- Catan ites 
a quired in connection with application for French import Tariff. ; _e 
or reONCEAS r + ry is ab N S 32 é Ye » Fre ; ‘ ' 
—_ for vulcanised fibre (Nos. 462 and 463 of the French Pe 
, | ariff), . . . ; 
ords ff All applications for Freneh import licences in respect oi L tis. Horses for slaughtering 
yulcanised fibre of United Kingdom origin should, therefore, 1-13 ©Cattle, sheep, goats, swine. — 
pe sent direct to the French Customs Office (India House. ANIMAL PRopucts ANp WASTE. 
Kingsway, W.C.) by the exporters in this country 16 (a) Fresh meat and meat preserved by treeaing. 
7 IMPORT OF MOHAIR AND WOOLLEN SHODDY li (a) ee and rolled ; cooked hams. 
AND MUNGO. iw hh 8 8=8=—CF | 
* , ; ang of " Ga 17 bis. (a) Porkbutchers’ wares (charcuterie.) 
nial With reference to the notice at page 359 of the Journal ST tow iin aleente 
in for the 138th March, it should be noted that hair (raw. va USiele. Sabin. dead 
combed, or carded) falling under No. 25 ot the French i & Wik. cee, ee ae 
m Tariff is admitted into France without import licence, and 7 (9) Maat, preserved, im. tine. 
dey —s * sir sleagoncel all ange tee | — : 20 bes. Guts, fresh, dried or salted. 
this heading covers mohair (angora goats’ hair), also waste 3) ~ ‘saiadagaisiottte ap ong ” 
the lag pes ~_ 5 ) 21 Hides, raw, green, or dry, large or small. 
ted thereof, so that what is stated in the above-mentioned notice oo 00m tage: SO aiigge. fonetes, et 
e¢ he ‘ aiahel “a ; ex 22 Hare and rabbit skins, unworked. 
as to the procedure for obtaining French import licences docs 9 yan “ni ec Aa Manone 
e. Tae ts tediinle aud aneek Gemeel tox edah. on on 24 Horsehair, unworked, prepared or curled. 
la; gl ens aacanagellengeer qc enenll aieeae ie. oe ee 25 Hair, raw, combed, carded, assorted, in bundles. 
ra plainer, -iagane Fagy pad satan ne 26 Feathers, ornaniental, undressed and unmounted. 
In connection with the same notice. it should be observed 6b an * a . ; 
ol : ; . palettes’’ and skins of birds adorned with their 
that as woollen shoddy and mungo may now be exported P age ; 
; . a. on 7 > a os feathers, merely dried or salted. 
from this country to France without an export licence, what or rrr ge nig eer 
s stated in the notice as to the necessity for obtaining French onal Silk ae Saget , | 
en ae ' — > rm ex 30 (a) Edible animal fats, other than fish oils. in- 
import licences for alpaca, camel hair, ete., and noils, wastes, ; me Se 
<a Son . cluding tallow, lard and other kinds. 
and yarns of such materials. applies equally to woollen ee . Sa : 
mee 3] (a) Margarine and similar substances. 
shaddy and munqo. | 7 fa. | 
, ' ex 34 Kegs of poultry and game; yolk of eggs, sweetened 
oaiiedeh. sakee ck or not. 
q FRANCE (Oceania). 35) Milk (even sterilised or peptonised). 
f ; ; PF ies —— | 35 bis. Condensed milk, pure. 
, | ] OCTROI DE MER DUTIES ON TOBACCO. 35 ter. Condensed milk, with sugar added. 
oo The “Journal Officicl” for the 15th March, publishes a Milk powder, with sugar added. 
Fresidential Decree, dated the 9th March, in virtue of 36 (a) Cheese. 
: which the octroz de mer duties on tobaceo in the Freneh On (a) Butter. 
Establishments in Oceania are modified as follows : — 48 Honey. 
Rate of 39 Organic manures, 
: duty. 
i Articles. Francs. FisuH. 
Tobacco for smoking or chewing, cut or in cakes, 1 Fresh water and salt water fish, fresh. 
SY SE iciccisinidis ian eniaaoaiiindianmencdiaies aah 500 AG Fish, dried, salied or smoked. 
Cigars and cigarettes of all kinds, per 100 kilogs. ... 1,000 AT Fish preserved in the natural state, marmated 
or otherwise prepared. 
: s Fish oils. 
FRANCE (Tunis). 21 | 
( 53 Roes of cod and mackerel 
EXPORT PROHIBITIONS. FARINACEOUS Voops. 
| A further Beylical Decree of the same date provides that: Cereals (grain and flour) : — 
. Art. 1. All export prohibitions (with the exception of GS Wheat, spelt and meslin. 
those referred to in Art. 2) established since the beginning 69 Oats. 
of the war are withdrawn as from the Ist March. 70 Barley. 
Ant. 2. The exportation or re-exportation (after ware- 71 Rve. 
housing, transit, or transhipment, or under the ‘‘temporary 7%) . Maize. 
admission”’ régime) of the goods enumerated in the schedule 73 Buckwheat. 
attached to the present Decree, is prohibited until further 74 Malt (germinated barley). 
notice, except as provided for in the following Article. 75 Ships’ biscuits and bread. 
Art. 3. The exportation or re-exportation of the goods 76 Groats, grits (coarse flour), pearled or cleaned 
enumerated in the schedule shall be conditional on the grain. 
obtaining of an export licence, which will be issued by the 76 bis. Millet hulied or cleaned. 
Director-General of Finance. 76 ter. Gluten. 








it al 





_ The list of goods in the schedule appended to this Decree 
(z.¢., the list of goods the export of which from Tunis is now 
prohibited) is the same as that annexed to the French Decree 


922. Machines for agriculture. 


GOODS ADMITTED WITHOUT IMPORT 
LICENCE. 


Tne Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 





vé 


78 


Semolina and Italian pastes. 
Sago, salep and manioc flour. 


78 bis. Manioz raw or dried. 


of Vth January and published at pp. 147-8 of the ‘‘Journal”’ a) Pulse and flour thereof. 
" for the 30th January, with the addition of the following 2] Chestnuts. 
commodities : — 81 his. Chestnut flour. 
No. in Customs 82 Dari, millet and canary seed. 
Tariff Articles. 83 Potatoes. 
“a msec of the Tunisian cvast fisheries ey ee 
imento. | 
135 Logs, brush and firewood. va $4 Carobs (locust beans) 
186 Charcoal and charred boon. er Sd Table figs, dried , 
189 = Sulphur. 88 Oleaginous seeds and fruits. 
ex 314 Pimento, powdered. 89 Seeds for sowing. 
| 0. “7 oo ee VEGETABLE OILS AND JUICES. 
194-437 Cotton tissues. cv 110 Fixed oils for the manufacture of edible vegetable 


fats. 


111 bis. Edible vegetable fats. 


er 11S 
L112 


Camphor, natural. 
Rubber, balata and gutta-percha, raw or melted 
down in Jumps. 


— —————— 





fice, of copy of a Beylical Decree, dated the 24th February. 


Which provides that the prohibition of importation into (a) Excluding imports from the United States. 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES— 
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No. in 
Customs Articles. 
Tariff. 
Woon. 


135 Logs, faggots and firewood. 
Fisres, STEMS AND FRvITs For INDUSTRIAL UsEs. 


142 Flax, raw, hackled, combed or in tow. 

142 bis. Hemp: in the stalk, dressed, hackled or in tow. 

143 Jute: raw, in the fibre, hackled, twisted or in 
tow. 


VaRiIous Propucts AND WASTE SUBSTANCES. 


ex 158 
dried. 
164 Fodder, turf for litter and dried beetroot pulp. 
164 bis. Yeast. 
165 ~Bran of all kinds. 
165 bis. Cake, other than oilcake and brewers’ grains. 
169 Peat and turf for fuel. 


Stones, Eartus anp MINERAL CoMBUSTIBLES. 


ex179 #$Natural phosphates. 
190 Coal or coke and briquettes. 
198 Heavy oils and residues of petroleum and of other 
mineral oils. 


CHEMICAL PRopvctTs. 


270 #=Nitrate of lime and calcium cyanamide; nitrate 
of soda and of potassium. 
ex 273 Sulphate of copper. 
279 bis. Superphosphates of lime. 
281 bis. Chemical manures. 
Celluloid : — 
ex 281 ter. Crude or in lumps, in plates or sheets. 


ex 281 In sticks, tubes, batons, chips. and 
quater. waste. 
Various ComPouNDs. 
319 Feculz of potatoes, maize and other. 


319 bts. Tapioca, of any origin, raw or crushed. 
GLASS AND CRYSTAL. 


ex 351 Ordinary window glass. 
359 Common bottles, flasks and flagons. 
359 ywuater. So-called champagne bottles. 
/ pag 


YARNS. 

363, 363 bis ) Yarns of linen, hemp and ramie. pure or 

364, 365 / mixed. 

365 bzs, 366 Jute varn, pure or mixed. 

366 bis Yarns of phormium tenax (except binder twine), 
of manila hemp and of other vegetable fibres 
not specially mentioned, pure or mixed. 
unbleached. 

Yarns, glazed, twine, cordage. of hemp, linen, 
ramie, jute, phormium tenax, manila hemp, or 
other vegetable fibres not specially mentioned, 
pure or mixed, unbleached. 

376 Yarns of alpaca, llama, vicufa, yak, cashmere. 

goat or came! hair, pure or mixed. 

377-8 Yarns of animal hair (poils). 


ex 367 


Parper AND MANUFACTURES OF. 
468 Newspapers and periodical publications. 
Hipes anp SKINS PREPARED. 


ex 476 Hides and skins, prepared, except those 
varnished, chamois dressed or parchment 
dressed, dyed, other than for glove making. 
‘““hongroyée.”? 
MANUFACTURES OF METAL. | 
ex 512 = Agricultural tractors (including their necessary - 


accessories). 
522. = Agricultural machines. 
Detached parts of agricultural tractors and 
machines (spare parts) : — 
ex 5382 Of non-malleable cast-iron, turned, filed cr 
adjusted. 


ex 533 Of iron or steel, wrought or swaged, of cast-iron 
or steel, of malleable cast-iron. 

ex 535 Of copper, pure or alloyed with any other metal, 
cast, moulded, wrought. 

ex 537 Scythes and sickles. 


ex 558 ter. Ironwork for the bodies of agricultural machines 
and tractors. 


ARTICLES OF Woop. 


ex 597 Carpenters’ and cartwrights’ wood ware, shaped, 
for agricultural machines and tractors. 
MISCELLANEOUS MANUFACTURES. 
ex 620 Threads of rubber vulcanised. 





Vegetables, fresh, salted or pickled, preserved or 


a 
ee, 


CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES - 


continued. 


ITALY. 


EXPORT OF MARBLE AND ALABASTER. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of information from H.M. Ambassador at Rome tp 
the effect that the prohibition of the export from Italy of 
marble and alabaster in the rough, or in slabs or otherwige 
hewn, was annulled by a Royal Decree published in the 
‘Gazzetta Ufficiale’? for the Ist March. 


MEXICO, 


TARIFF MODIFICATIONS. 

The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of copy and translation of a Mexican Presidentia} 
Decree, dated the 11th February, and taking effect on 17th 
February, which modifies the rates of Customs duty on 
certain classes of goods imported into Mexico. 

The new rates of duty, together with the old rates for pur- 
poses of comparison are shown in the subjoined table. New 
matter is indicated by italic type: — 
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No. | FF! Rates of Duty. 
in Articles. | sesh 
Tariff % / Former. Present. 
| Pesos. cts. Pesos. ets, 
106A Cotton seed .. eo . Not specified Free. 
566 Spirits (“‘ aguardientes) in | per kilog legal | per kilog gross 
earthen or glass vessels 0 75 ] 00 
567 | Spirits (“‘ aguardientes”’)in | per kilog gross 
wooden vessels ..%° .. 00 ] ”) 
| per kilog legal 
570 Beer and cider in bottles .. 0 20 ) 5 
per kilog gross 
571 Beer and cider in barrels... 0 15 0 2) 
Liqueurs and bitters | 
per kilog legal | 
572 In earthen or glass vessels 0 50 | 0) 
per kilog gross 
573 In wooden vessels , 75 | ] 5G 
576 Wine in wooden vessels i 0 97 | O 25 
per kilog legal | 
577 Wine in glass vessels 0 9 | O 15 
578 Sparkling wines .. - l 00 (0) 


The Decree also modifies the 3rd paragraph of Rule XII of 
the ‘General Rules for the Application of the Tariff” (noted 
at pages 888-893 of the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’’ for the 
21st December, 1916), by deleting the word ‘“‘legal.”’ The 
rule as amended reads :— 

Ordinary receptacles not to pay duty apart from contents. 

12. As ordinary receptacles shall be regarded, jars, 
bottles, or flasks of earthenware or glass, drums of iron, 
zine, tin, copper or lead, boxes of wood, cardboard or 
tinplate, etc., which are suitable for the goods which they 
contain, and which do not, in themselves, constitute 
merchandise imparting an augmented value to the con- 
tents, and which have no special use apart from the 
contents. 

When goods contained in ordinary receptacles are duti- 
able on net weight, number, or measurement, such 
receptacles shall not be subject to any import duty. 

If the goods contained therein are dutiable according 
to gross weight, then such ordinary receptacles shall pay 
duty at the rate applicable to the contents. 

The Decree also provides for the requisite modification 
of the official Index to the Mexican Tariff which result 
from the alterations introduced into the Tariff itself. 





EXEMPTION FROM IMPORT DUTY OF CERTAIN 
RAILWAY MATERIAL. 

By a further Decree, dated the 15th February, it is pro- 
vided that the following railway material shall be admitted 
into Mexico free of import duty for a period of six months 
as from the 20th February :—Points, iron or steel sleepers, 
turntables, iron or steel rails, frogs, iron or steel crossings 
(tortugas). 





EXPORT DUTY ON COTTON REDUCED. 

The Board of Trade are also in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of translation of a Mexican Decree, dated the 11th 
February, which provides that the export duty on raw 
cotton, ginned or not, shall be reduced from 3 cents. to 2 
cents. (Mexican gold) per kilog. gross weight, with effect 
from the 16th February. 

The export of raw cotton is subject to the permission of the 
Ministry of Finance. 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES— 
| continued. 





PARAGUAY. 


BUDGET LAW FOR 1919. 

The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of a copy of the Paraguayan Budget Law (Law No. 
396), which took effect on the Ist January, 1919, together 
with a memorandum by H.M. Chargé d’ Affaires at Asuncién, 
setting out the principal modifications of the import and 
export duties which are introduced by the Law, and particu- 
lars as to certain other amendments relating to taxation, 
including port dues, fees for registration of trade marks, and 
the inland postal and telegraph tariffs. 

As in the previous Budget Law (which formed the subject 
of a notice at page 81 of the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’’ for 
17th January, 1918, the present Law embodies a consolidated 
statement of the Import and Export Tariffs in their present 
form. The few amendments of the Import Tariff provided 
for appear to be of quite a minor character. 

A copy of the Law is filed at the Enquiry Office of the 
Department of Overseas Trade. That department will be 
prepared to furnish information, in reply to written applica- 
tions from British traders, in regard to the rates of Customs 
and consumption duty leviable on any particular class or 
classes of goods in which the applicant may be interested. 


SPAIN. 


RE-EXPORTATION OF PACKING MATERIALS. 

With reference to the notice at page 168 of the ‘‘Journal’’ 
for the 7th February, 1918, respecting the period allowed 
for the re-export from Spain of foreign casks, etc., declared 
on impcertation to be destined for use as containers of Spanish 
merchandise to be exported, the Board of Trade are in- 
formed that, by a Spanish Royal Order of the 28th February, 
1919, the period within which re-export must be effected is 
extended to one vear, and that a further extension of six 
months may be obtained on application to the Customs 
authorities. 














SWITZERLAND. 


GENERAL EXPORT LICENCE FOR 
GOODS. 

With reference to the notice at pages 360-361 of the 
‘Journal’? for the 13th March, the Board of Trade are in 
receipt, through the Foreign Office, of information to the 
effect that the Swiss Department of Public Economy issued 
on the Ist March, a General Licence permitting the export 
of the undermentioned articles from Switzerland. ‘The 
licence, which became effective on the 6th March, is revocable 
at any time, and the goods mentioned may only be exported 
under this General Licence through Customs Bureaux on the 
Franco-Swiss and Italo-Swiss frontiers : — 

No. in Swiss 

Customs 

Tariff. Articles, 

376 Embroideries on broché cotton tissue (plumetis). 

381 Cotton ribbons, woven. 
er 532 Pocket handkerchiefs, embroidered. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


IMPORT RESTRICTIONS RAISED AS TO 
CERTAIN SHIPMENTS OF FERROMANGANESE. 

The War Trade Board announce (Ruling No. 614, dated 
the 26th February), that licences will be issued, when the 
applications therefor are otherwise in order, for the im- 
portation of Ferromanganese from all countries when it has 
been shown by conclusive evidence that such Ferroman- 


ganese was contracted for by American consumers prior to 
6th April, 1917. 





CERTAIN 








IMPORT RESTRICTIONS ON FEATHERS 
LIFTED. 

The War Trade Board announce (Rulings 615, dated the 
%th February), that feathers have been removed from List 
of Restricted Imports No. 1, item 29, and that licences will 
now be granted freely, when the applications therefor are 
— in order, for the importation of feathers of all 
inds. 

This brings such articles as have been included under item 
29 of List No. 1 within the scope of General Licence P.B.F. 
No. 27*, and such shipments of this commodity as originate 
in the United Kingdom, France, Italy, or Belgium may be 
eevee without the necessity for an individual import 
icence. 


“See p. 361 of the “Board of Trade Journal’ for 13th 
March. 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES— 
continued. 
SUGAR. 


General Import Licence ‘‘P.B.F. 28’’ (see page 756 of the 
‘‘Board of Trade Journal’’ for 12th December last) has been 
rescinded, and individual import licences are now required 
613) shipments of sugar to the United States (Ruling No. 





AMENDMENT OF SPECIAL EXPORT LICENCE 
FOR IN-TRANSIT SHIPMENTS. 


By Ruling No. 619, dated Ist March, special Export 
Licence ‘“‘R.A.C. 42” for goods conveyed in-transit through 
the territory or via any port of the United States (see pages 
329-330 of the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’’ for 6th March) 
has been revised. The revised licence authorises the ex- 
portation of in-transit shipments of all commodities of cer- 
tain origin and destination, as noted below :— 

(a) Shipments originating in any foreign country and 
destined to Great Britain, France, Italy, Belgium, or Japan 
or their Colonies, Possessions, or Protectorates. 

(b) Shipments originating in Great Britain, France, 
Italy, Belgium, or Japan or their Colonies, Possessions, or 
Protectorates destined to any country of the world, pro- 
vided, however, that no shipment destined to Europe shall 
be licensed under this paragraph unless such shipment is. 
consigned to Great Britain, France, Italy, or Belgium. 

(c) Shipments from one point in Mexico to another point 
in Mexico passing through the United States en route. 


_— 


Government Notices 
affecting Trade. 











EXPORT AND IMPORT SECTION. 





RELAXATION OF EXPORT PROHIBITIONS. 





The Board of Trade announce that the following relaxa- 
tion of the existing prohibitions of export will be brought 
into force as from to-day. 

Further relaxations will be announced in subsequent issues 
of the ‘‘Journal.’’ 


EXPORT PROHIBITIONS. 


The following is a list of the articles affected and of the 
changes made in the nature of the prohibitions applicable 
to each. In explanation of the changes it should be noted 
that goods on List A are prohibited to all destinations, and 
goods on List B to all destinations outside the British 
Empire, while goods on List C are prohibited only to coun- 
tries neighbouring enemy countries.* 


It will of course be understood that the existing position 
regarding trading with enemy countries is in no way affected 
by these modifications. 


[Notr.—Attention is called to the fact that by the 
Proclamation of the Ist October, 1918, all goods, whether 
mentioned by ngme or not (except printed matter, accom- 
panied by personal effects, and the goods on the Export Free 
List published in the ‘‘Journal”’ of 20th March) are pro- 
hibited on List C.] 


HEADINGS REMOVED FROM ONE LIST TO ANOTHER. 


Heading. From. To. 
Cereals, prepared foods derived wholly or 
partly from, containing milk ............... A C 
Chronometers and their component parts A C 
Malt sugar (maltose) and articles and 
preparations containing malt sugar...... A B 
Pickled grains and fleshes .................005. . C 
ininiehieaindibtieianpianniniaiNnan C 


Wood pulp 


* All Destinations in European and Asiatic Russia and in 
other Foreign Countries in Europe and on the Mediter- 
ranean, except France and French Possessions, Italy and” 
Italian Possessions, Belgium, Portugal, Greece, Serbia, 
Roumania, Iceland and the Faroe Islands, Spain and 
Morocco, Palestine and Syria, as far north as a line from 
Alexandretta to Aleppo inclusive, and as far east as the 
Hejaz railway inclusive, Czecho-Slovakia, Alsace-Lorraine, 
and the portions of Austria-Hungary and territories on the 
left bank of the Rhine in the occupation of the Armies of 
the Associated Governments, and to all ports in any such 
foreign countries. 
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CHEMICALS. 
Potassium bicarbonate and mixtures con- 
taining potassium bicarbonate............ A 5 
HEADINGS ALTERED. 


Substitute. 
(.\) Sheepskins, haired or 
woolled. 
(C) Sheepskin pelts, dehaired 
or dewoolled. 


Delete. 
(A) Sheepskins, haired ot 
woolled, and pelts. 


GOODS ON THE ENPORT FREE LIST. 

With reference to the notice appearing on page 394 ot 
the ‘Board of Trade Journal’? of the 20th instant in which 
it was stated that guarantees against re-export would not 
be required in respect of certain goods, it is to be noted 
that the guarantees referred to are those usually required 
for exports to neutral countries in Europe in connection 
with the blockade of the Central Empires, viz., Netherlands 
Oversea Trust Certificates, Danish Merchants’ Guild guaran- 
tees. and so forth. 

This concession does noi affect any special guarantee un- 
connected with the blockade which may be required as a 
condition of the export of certain goods, such as opium and 
opium alkaloids. 

It should be noted that the heading on the free list ‘Tron 
and Steel Manufactures’? does not cover manufactures con- 
taining more than 10 per cent. in weight of metals other 
than iron or steel. 

The heading ‘‘Machinery, cic...’ which covers machinery 
made of any material provided it does not contain more than 
50 per cent. eopper or brass, remains unalfered. 

The heading relating to bicycles should be altered to read: 
“Bicycles and accessories. including tvres actually fitted to 
bieveles.” 


OPEN GENERAL LICENCE FOR CRRTAIN 
FOODSTUEES. ° 
The Director of the War Trade Department announces 
that an open General Licence has been issued permitting the 
exportation of the undermentioned goods to all destinations. 
except those destinations io which goods on List C are pro- 
hibited from export :— 
Kofiio, 
Egg powder. 
Cake mixture, 
Mapleton’s nut food. 
Applications to the War Trade Department wili in future 
not be required in respect of these goods when it is desired 
to export them to destinations other than those specified. 


EXPORT OF COD-LIVER OIL AND 
MALT ENTRACT. 

The Board of Trade are advised that the demand for 
certain medicinal preparations at present exceeds the supply. 
and in view of the importance of their conservation for the 
purpose of combating the influenza epidemic, it has been 
found necessary to place the following articles by name on 
Section A of the prohibited list as from the 27th instant :— 

Cod Liver Oil and preparations containing cod liver oil. 
Malt Extract and preparations containing malt extract. 
APPROVED CONSIGNEES IN CHINA. 

The following names are added io the list of persons and 
bodies of persons to whom articles to be exported to China 
‘may be consigned : — 

Bank of Canton, Shanghai. 
Russian American Trading Co.. Shanghai. 
Tek Hua Dispensary, Swatow. 





TRADE WITH POLANI). ESTHONTA. ETC. 
li was stated in the House of Commons on 24th March that 
an announcement will shorilv be made authorising trade with 
Poland, Esthonia, Lithuania, and Latvia. 


a eee 


STATUTORY LIST. 


AMENDMENTS TO LIST OF FIRMS IN FOREIGN 
COUNTRIES WITH WHOM TRADING IS 
PROHIBITED. 

Ar Order of Council. dated 21st March, amends in the 
following resnects the Statutory List of persons and bodies 
cof persons with whom trading is prohibited : — 

SCHEDULE. 
ADDITIONS TO 
NETHERLANDS. 


Hollandsche Kleefmachinefabrick (Partners, Ludwig and 
W. Meyne), Witte Huis. Wijnhaven, 3a, Rotterdam. 





LIST. 
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Meyne (or Meijne), Ludwig (see Hollandsche Kleefmachine. 
fabriek). 

Meyne (or Meijne), W. 
fabriek). 


(see Hollandsche Kleefmachine. 


NETHERLAND East INDIES. 


Bertram and Company, Samarang. 
Boelind, Medan. 
Hunt Soon and Company, Medan. 
Kong Hin and Company, Pematang, Sianter. 
Lie Phie Soe, Merk ‘‘Seng Hoeat,’’ Medan. 
Oit, E., Medan and Palembang. 
“Seng Hoeat,’? Lie Phie Soe, Merk (see under Lie Phie 
Soe). 
SPAIN. 
bBlassberg, Pedro, Santa Cruz de Tenerife. 
Cuprifera Espanola, Sociedad, Calle Velasquez 67, Madrid. 
Jente, Nestor, Calle Villanueva 41, Madrid. 
‘‘Pueblo Cantabro, El,’’ Santander. 
Reuss, Otto, Calle Lealtad 9, Barcelona. 


REMOVALS FROM LIST. 
ARGENTINA. 
Guiibert (or Guibert), David, and Company, Buenos Aires. 
MEXxIco. 


Fundicion de Sinaloa, Mazatlan. 
toever, Luis, Av. 5 de Mayo 21, Mexico City 


Morocco. 
Sabbah. Simon, Laraiche. 
NETHERLAND East INDIES. 
Brinker, H. den, Samarang and Sourabaya. 
Sech Salim Ben Said Baftim, Menado. 
Soen Ho Seng, N/V., Batavia. 
SWEDEN. 


Bagges Import Agentur, O. Hamngt. 50 B, Gothenburg. 
Christensen, A., Tralleborg. 
Hagestrém, Gustaf (of Gustaf Haggstroém A/B.), Boras. 
Haggstrom, Gustaf, A/B., Boras. 
Harbeck, Doctor Ernst. Partille, Gothenburg. 
Jiiger, Wilhelm, Stadsgarden 8, Stockholm. 
VENEZUELA. 
Anez, Julio A., and Company, Maracaibo and San Cristobal 
VARIATIONS IN) LIST. 
ECUADOR. 
Reira, Martin, Guayaquil. 
The variation in regard to the above, in List No. 77 of 


‘th March, is cancelled, this name having been removed 
from the Statutory List on the 3rd January, 1919 

SPAIN. 

llth Mav, 1917. Rehder, Carlos, Calle Real de la Alhambra, 
Granada, 

should read 

tehder, Carlos. Plaza de la Mariana 8, 

Granada. 


RECONSTRUCTION SECTION. 


SURPLUS GOVERNMENT PROPERTY. 


The Minister of Munitions has appointed Mr. F. Keith 
lang to be the Controller, under the Surplus Government 
Property Disposal Board, of a Section in charge of Relations 
with the Governments of Dominions, British Colonies, 
Dependencies and Protectorates, and with Local Government 
Authorities, 

As this Section has been set up for the purpose of attend- 
ing to the interests of these Governments and Authorities, 
it is advisable that enquiries and applications should be 
addressed in triplicate in the first instance to the Controller, 
as above, Section D.B.6.B., Disposal Board, Armament 
suildings, Whitehall Place, S.W. 1. 


SurpLtus Ratbway Materia. 

The Ministry of Munitions give notice that the following 
items of Railway Material are at present available ior 
disposal : — , 

75 |b. Rails, Light Track, Locomotives of various 
types, Tractors, Trucks, Trolleys, and other material. 

Proposals to purchase are accordingly invited. Enquiries 
should be addressed to ‘The Controller, Disposal Board, 
tailway Materials Section, Armament Buildings, Whitehall 
Place, S.W.1.” 











ACIDS AND FERTILISERS. 


The Minister of Munitions announces that control of acids 


and fertilisers by his department will be suspended on and 
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after the Ist June, 1919. This will apply to sulphuric acid, 
sulphate of ammonia, superphosphate, basic slag, compound 
fertilisers. a ide 

All questions relating to the distribution of fertiliser 
materials will, on the release of formal control, be dealt with 
pv the Department of Agriculture. a — | | 
“The continuance on a voluntary basis of the distribution of 
fertilisers at fixed delivered prices is now under discussion 
with the trades concerned, and communications should be 
addressed to the Commercial Secretary, Board of Agriculture 
and Fisheries, 72, Victoria Street, S.W.1. 





QUTPUT AND STOCKS OF IRON AND STEEL. 
The following figures are issued by the Minister ot 
Munitions : — ; 
A.—Stocks oF IRON AND STEED. 
The total stocks in the hands of the Government available 
for disposal on 15th March, 1919, were as follows :— 
Tons. 
Pig lron ED | nicininniruinicetsupatinanadintionkets 80,000 
Shell Steel Billets (suitable for re-rolling) 


ie TIN TRIN Cc ccnesnenveccscccccssess 79,000 
In U.S.A. (to be shipped if unsold under 
EE. benttticinecaisnnoagesenaverecsovnns 70,000 
Steel in various forms, Billets, Blooms and 
Scrap in Canada (to be shipped if 
unsold under liquidation) ................ 168,000 
SE SE | Stidnchshunwnienubnniwscandenveanisnvesns 5,000 
I IID cicccasncncdcedaradicserevecesss 10,000 


B.—-Ovrrevt. 
The average weekly output of Pig Iron and Steel Ingots 
and Castings in the United Kingdom since October, 1918, is 











as tollows : — Steel 
Pig Tron Ingots and 
Output Furnaces Castings. 
Week ending— in tons. in blast. in tons. 
5th October ......... 176,000 317 206 000 
12th October ......... 167 ,OO00 317 203,000 
19th October ......... 180,000 316 208 ,000 
%th October ......... 183,000 317 207 ,00C 
Ind November ...... 180,000 315 204,000 
October average... 177,000 317 205,000 
Week ending 
%h November ....... 178,000 316 197 ,000 
16th November ...... 136,000 316 72,000 
93rd November ...... 165,000 315 148,000 
30th November ...... 170,000 315 178,000 
November average $62,000 316 149,000 
Week ending— 
ith December ...... 167,000 311 186 ,QOU 
l4th December ...... 168,000 314 188.000 
2ist December ...... 156,000 307 183 ,000 
28th December ...... 136,000 303 52,000 
December average 157,000 309 127,000 
Week ending 
4th January ......... 139,000 302 65,000 
ilth January ......... 145,000 303 135,000 
18th January ......... 149,000 298 185.000 
25th January ......... 153,000 300 196,000 
Ist February ....... 158,000 300 190,000 
January average.. 149,000 301 154,000 
Week ending— 
8th February ...... 158,000 300 185.000 
Lith February ...... 155,000 300 179,000 
22nd February ...... 154,000 296 181,000 
3 err 159,000 299 _ 
February average 156,000 299 ones 
Week ending 
Sth March ............ 157,000 296 
C.—Scrap. 


The Ministry is making arrangements for shell, shell forg- 
ings, and for war material remaining over from cancellation 
of contracts in U.S.A. and Canada to be shipped to British 
ports and placed at the disposal of steel manufacturers as 
re-rolling material or as scrap, in cases where such material 
could only be disposed of in America or Canada at unduly 
low prices. As there is not a great demand for scrap in 
America and Canada. the Ministry expect to be able to place 
at the disposal of the Steel Trade a certain amount of 
material which will help to relieve the present shortage of 
scrap. 


— ee — 


IMPORTED GOATSKIN AND SHEEPSKIN 
LEATHER PERMIT, 1919. 

The Army Council, under date 20th March, as follows :— 
1. Notwithstanding anything in the Leather (Control) 
No. 5 Notice, 1917, dealings in Rough Tanned Goatskin 
Leather imported into the United Kingdom after the date 
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hereof, and Tanned or Dressed Sheepskin Leather imported 
into the United Kingdom after the date hereof, are 
authorised and permitted without restriction. 

2. This Order may be cited as the Imported Goatskin and 
Sheepskin Leather Permit, 1919. 





IMPORTED LEATHER (BRITISH EMPIRE) 
PERMIT, 1919. 

The Army Council give notice, under date 20th March, as 
follows : — 

1. Notwithstanding anything in the Leather (Control) No. 
5 Notice, 1917, dealings in all Leather imported into the 
United Kingdom after the date hereof and produced in any 
part of the British Empire are authorised and permitted 
without restriction. 

2. This Order may be cited as the Imported Leather 
(British Empire) Permit, 1919. 


DEMOBILISATION SECTION. 
NUMBER OF MEN DEMOBILISED. 


The War Office announces that since the date ot the 
Armistice the following numbers have been discharged or 
demobilised : — 

To Noon, 24th March, 1919. 








Officers. Other ranks. 





Ro 60,477 1,855,735 
Discharged medically unfit 103,318 
Discharged frem Classes W.W. 
(T.) P. & P. (T.) of the 
PES icxccinsisusinicenicavacenaninenies 144,351 
60,477 


2,103,404 








POSTAL SECTION. 
CORRESPONDENCE FOR OCCUPIED GERMANY. 
Postat PACKETs. 

Postal packets of all kinds, except parcels and insured 
letters, can now be accepted for transmission, subject to 
censorship, to the parts of Germany in British and American 
occupation. Such correspondence can be registered, but no 
guarantee of delivery can be given. 

The principal towns in British occupation are Cologne, 
Berg. Gladbach, Bergheim, Blankenheim, Bonn, Botranche, 
Burscheid, Butgenbach, Dahlen, Deutz, Diiren, Euskirchen, 
Frechen, Gemund, Godesburg, Heimbach, Hellenthal, 
Malmedy, Merheim, Montjoie, Miilheim, Miinstereifel, 
Opladen, Rheinbach, St. Vith, Schleiden, Siegburg, 
Solingen, Weisdort, Wermelskirchen, Worringen, Zulpich. 

Those in American occupation are Coblentz, Adenau, 
Ahrdorf, Ahrweilen, Algringen, Altenahr, Andemach, 
Bacharach, Bendorf, Bernkastel, Bitburg, Boppard, Bran- 
bach, Castellaun, Conz, Daun, Deiz, Ehrenbreitstein, 
Gerolstein, Hahn, Hayingen, Hohe Acht, Kaisersesch, 
Kempenich, Kirchberg, Kochem, Kyleburg, Lutzerath, 
Mayen, Montabaur, Morbach, Nassau, Nastetten, Neuer- 
burg, Neiderzerf, Ob. Lahnstein, Prum, Remagen, Rennich, 
Rheinbollen, St. Goar, Saarburg, Schweich,  Selters, 
Summern, Traben, Trarbach, Trevas, Waxweiler, Wittlich. 


Zell. 





—e en 


PARCEL POST TO FINLAND. 


The rates of postage on parcels addressed to Finland have 
been reduced, and are now :— 


3. d. 
lor a parcel not exceeding 3 Ib. ............... 1 9 
Over 3 lb. and not over 7 Ib. ..................65. 2 3 
Over 7 lb. and not over 11 Ib. .................. 2 10 





PARCEL POST TO CUBA VIA FRANCE. 
A Consular Invoice is required in respect of every parcel 
valued at 30-franes (about £1 4s.) and upwards; otherwise 
a fine is imposed by the Cuban Customs Authorities. 


PARCEL POST TO TURKEY. 

Parcels for civilians in Constantinople can now be accepted 
for transmission if addressed Poste Restante, British Army 
Post Office, Constantinople. 

The rates of postage are: — 


3. d. 
For a parcel not exceeding 3 Ib. .................. 1 0 
Over 3 lb. and not over 7 Ib. ............... eee eee 1 4 
Over 7 lb. and not over 11 Ib. ..................... ;-¢ 


Persons sending parcels to Turkey should make enquiry 
of the War Trade Department as to export restrictions. 
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DELAY OF TELEGRAMS TO THE FAR EAST. 
The Post Office announces that there is still heavy delay 
on telegrams to and from places served by the system of the 
Eastern Telegraph Company and its Associated Companies. 
The delay, both outward and homeward, ranges from 8 to 12 
days in the case of telegrams to India and the Far East, and 
from 5 to 8 days in the case of those for South Africa. The 
delay is due partly to the large amount of tratfic, which is 
now two and a half times as much as before the war, and 
partly to the interruption of some of the Companies’ cables, 
as well as of the auxiliary routes through Russia and 
Germany. , 

Four out of seven of the Companies’ cables which start 
from the United Kingdom are interrupted, and during the 
last few days the delay has been increased by a total inter- 
ruption of their lines (four in number) between Alexandria 
and Suez. 
restored. The Companies’ cable ships are actively engaged 
on the restoration of the cables; but the work has been 
delayed through bad weather. If the weather conditions 
improve the repair of some of the cables should be effected 
in the course of a few days. 

The congestion of traffic has been largely due to an increase 
in Government traffic, and steps have been taken to curtail 
this traffic as far as circumstances permit. 

An auxiliary wireless service has been established between 
this country and Egypt by means of existing Government 
stations to afford such relief as is possible. 

It would materially assist the Companies in reducing the 
delay if, pending the repair of the cables, business firms 
would co-operate by restricting their telegrams for despatch 
abroad and by using the post when possible. 


ORDERS CANCELLED. 
SUGAR IN HOTELS, ETC. 


The Food Controller has revoked Clause 18 of the Ration- 
ing Order, 1918, which prohibited catering establishments 
from using sugar for purposes other than cooking, and 
sugar may now be supplied for sweetening beverages, serv- 
ing with fruit, etc. The quantity of sugar allowed to cater- 
ing establishments for use at meals, which was formerly 
3/14th oz. for each luncheon and dinner, has accordingly 
been increased by a similar quantity for each breakfast and 
tea, and the amount which a resident may demand on 
surrender cf his sugar coupon, which was formerly 9 oz., 
has been reduced to 6 oz. 

Clause 28 of the Rationing Order, which prohibited the 
serving of sugar to non-residents at institutions has also 
been revoked. 


TEA, BACON, HAM AND LARD. 

On and after 24th March all existing restrictions on the 
supply and distribution of tea were removed. All Orders 
affecting the wholesale and retail prices of tea will be sus- 
pended, and individual customers, catering establishments, 
institutions, etc., will be able to obtain tea from any supplier 
or suppliers, and without limit as to quantity. 

On and after 31st March all existing restrictions on the 
supply and distribution of lard and imported bacon and ham 
will be removed. All restrictions on the registration of manu- 
facturers and retailers with wholesalers for home-produced 
(including Irish) bacon and ham will also be removed. 

Registration of customers with retailers for lard and all 
kinds of bacon and ham will cease on and after 31st March. 

















FLOUR MILLS OFFALS. 

A certain amount of offals having accumulated in the 
mills, it has been decided to reduce the prices for the time 
being £2 per ton ex mill, namely, coarse to £11; fine to £12. 
As soon as the accumulation has been cleared, the prices will 
be advanced. 

All restrictions cn the use of Flour Mill Offals have been 
cancelled. 





FOOD ORDERS. 

The Food Controller has revoked the Deer (Restriction 
of Feeding) Order, 1918, which restricted the articles of 
food with which deer might he fed. 

The Growine Grain Crops Order, 1918. by which farmers 
were prohibited from evtting thin growing crops before 
maturity for feeding to livestock has also been revoked. 


ORDERS SUSPENDED. 








SALES OF TEKA. 
In connection with the suspension of the Tea (Retail 
Prices) Order, 1918, which came into effect on 24th March. 
the Food Controller desires to draw attention to the fact that 





On 24th March, however, one of these lines was - 
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the provisions of the Tea (Net Weight) Order, 1917, remaiy 
in force. Under that Order tea sold by retail in quanti. 
ties of 2 oz. or more must be sold by net weight, and ip 
ounces or pounds, or !n multiple of ounces or pounds, and 
if any weight is stated on any packet of tea, the weight 
stated must be the true net weight. 





MAIZE PRODUCTS. 

Lhe Food Controller has suspended the Maize Products 
(Retail Prices) Order, 1918, which fixed at 4d. per lb., the 
maximum retail price of maize flour, maize flakes, maize 
semoline, hominy, coraline, or maize meal. These can now 
be sold at uncontrolled prices, but the Food Controller 
wishes it to be clearly understood that in the event of re. 
tail prices rising above reasonable limits he will take jim. 
mediate steps to re-impose the original or a_ reduced 
maximum price. 





FOOD SECTION, 
IMPORTED ONIONS. 


The Food Controller announces that the prices for Im. 
ported Onions will not be changed before 7th April next. 








SACKS FOR CATTLE FOODS. 

In regard to the statement issued on the 19th March by 
the Ministry of Food, concerning the charges for sacks or 
hags under the Cattle Feeding Stuffs Order, 1918, the Food 
Controlier now announces a modification of that section of 
the Cattle Feeding Stuffs (Maximum Prices) Order, which 
relates to the charge permitted in respect of sacks or bags in 
the sale of cakes and meals. This charge has been reduced 
from 25s. per ton to 20s. per ton where the cakes or meals 
are sold in twenty sacks or bags to the ton, and so in pro- 
portion to the number of sacks or bags used per ton. 





CONTROL OF CANNED CONDENSED MILK 


In view of the changed conditions brought about by the 
Armistice, and having regard to the adequate state of the 
supplies of canned condensed milk, both imported and home 
manufactured, the Food Controller has decided to release 
control over this commodity at an early date subject to 
retention of the Order prescribing maximum retail prices. 
Arrangements have been made with the importers and 
manufacturers to secure continuity of supplies and to effect 
the transition from control by the Ministry to dealings by 
the Trade under normal conditions. The Orders to be 
revoked and the dates of revocation are as follows :— 

Order. Date of Revocation. 
~~ ees Milk (Returns) Order, 

ARRAS Renn Soren taper ne arene ion 
The Canned Condensed Milk (Requisi- 

I I i i cccndicccen cies 
The Condensed Milk (Distribution) 

Order, 1918, and the instructions 

AVON GROTOUMGSE occisscccccncccccsccsscces 
The Imported Canned Condensed Milk 

(Requisition) Order, 1918 ........... ... 3lst May, 1919. 

The effect of these revocations is that after 3lst March, 
1919, the Food Controller will no longer requisition the out- 
put of canned condensed milk from factories in Great 
Britain; after 30th April, 1919, the requirements of the 
Distribution scheme will no longer apply; after 31st May, 
1919, canned condensed milk may be sold free of control 
except that the maximum retail price is still retained. In 
order that traders may be in a position to offer their goods 
for sale on and after the lst June, 1919, a General Licence 
is being issued under the Imported Canned Condensed Milk 
(Requisition) Order to enable them to enter into immediate 
negotiations for the importation of Canned Condensed Milk. 
Canned Condensed Milk so imported is no longer required 
to be placed at the disposal of the Food Contro'ler; but it 
must not be offered for sale before Ist June, 1919. The 
general licence is in such a form that individual application 
to the Ministry of Food for a licence to import will not be 
necessary. 


18th March, 1919. 
3lst March, 1919. 


30th April, 1919. 





IMPORTED BACON, HAMS AND REFINED 
LARD. 

The Food Controller announces that on and after $lst 
March, 1919, until further notice, it is intended to sell the 
stocks of imnorted bacon, hams and lard owned by the 
Ministry of Food through agents approved by the Ministry. 
The scheme in ontline is as follows :— 

1. An agent may be 

(a) In the case of bacon or hams anv importer of 
bacon or hams, or any other trader in bacon or hams 
who is approved by the Ministry ; 
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b) In the case of lard, any importer of lard, or any 
other trader in lard who is approved by the Ministry. 

9. The terms of agency will be: — 

(a) Except with consent, allotments to agents to be 
of not less than 200 boxes of bacon and/or hams or ten 
tons of lard. 

b) Agents to have option to return whole allotment 
within three days after receipt of allotment letter, but 
part of allotment not to be returned except with con- 
sent of Ministry. Claims in respect of condition and 
quality to be adjudicated on by existing Claims 
Committees. 

(c) Agents to receive commission of 2s. 3d. per cwt. 
on net weight sold, the commission to cover del credere. 

(d) Agents to pay approximately ninety-five per cent. 
of fixed selling price against receipt of allotment letter. 

3. Prices at which agents are to sell will be notified by 
the Ministry, will be ‘‘ex quay”’ or “‘ex store”’ basis, and will 
vary according to brand, etc. 

4 Brands and cuts will be alloted among agents as 
evenly as possible. 

5. Agents are not to sell to other agents, except with 
consent of the Ministry, and are to sell in the ordinary 
course of trade. . 

6. Agents (other than appointed importers) and with con- 
gent of the Ministry, appointed importers will be allowed to 
take into stock any portion of an allotment which they re- 
quire for their regular trade, but they will not be allowed 
any commission on that portion, and will be required to 
specify on the application the amount they wish to take 
into stock. 

7. Persons who wish to be agents of the Ministry of Food 
for the sale of imported bacon, hams and lard under the 
foregoing scheme should apply by letter to the General 
Director of Bacon Supplies, Bacon 436, Ministry of Food, 
Palace Chambers, S.W.1, forthwith, from whom further 
particulars may be obtzined. 


GENERAL SECTION. 
HOUSEHOLD SOAP. 


The Ministry of Food announce that the price of all the 
best household soaps have been reduced bv 1d. per lb. from 


%nd March. The new retail price will be 8d. per lb. 











THE NON-FERROUS METAL INDUSTRY ACT. 
Notice is herehv given in accordance with Section 1, Sub- 

section 7 of the Non-Ferrous Metal Industry Act, 1918, and 

No. 11 of Statutory Rules and Orders No. 265 of 1918 (Non- 

Ferrous Metal Industry), that licences under the Non- 

Ferrous Metal Industry Act have been granted by the Board 

of Trade to the undermentioned Companies, firms or in- 

dividuals : — 

Blackett and Magalhaes, Church House, 9, St. John Street, 
Liverpool. 

Charlesworth, J. H., Stevenson Road, Sheffield. 

Felber, Jucker and C©o., T.td., 29, Peter Street, M anchgster. 

Fuerst Bros., Ltd., 17, Philpot Lane, E.C.3. 

Gildart, Robert and Sons. Copy Nooy, Blackburn. 

Gledhill, William, 1, Princess Street, Albert Square, 
Manchester 

Great Western Smelting and Refining Co., Ltd., 40, Frank- 
fort Street, Birmingham. 

Lawrence, J. P., trading as Lloyds & Co., Letchworth, Herts. 

Lefever, A. E., 7, Lincoln’s Inn, Corporation Street, 
Birmingham. 

Nisbet, James S., 7, Royal Bank Place, Glasgow. 

Potter, Thomas, Ltd., 41, Cumberland Street (Kast), 
Glasgow. 

Schneider. Theo and Vogel, Coronation House, 4, Lloyd’s 
Avenue, London, E.C.3. 


THE HOUSEHOLD FURL 
ORDER. 
RESTRICTION ON DELIVERIES. 

Owing to the strike of miners in the Notts and Derby 
coalfield, the supnlv of coal to the Metropolitan Area is 
restricted. In order to conserve this coal for the benefit of 
small consumers, the Controller of Coal Mines, in exercise 
of the powers conferred upon him under the above Order, 
hereby orders that as from 25th March until Monday, 31st 
March inclusive, not more than 2 ewt. of coal shall be supplied 
to any private dwel'ine-honse in this period except on the 
express instruction of the Local Fuel Overseer, and coal shall 
not be supplied in this period to any private dwelling-house 
Where the stock is greater than 10 cwt. With reference to 
the above Order, which applies to both coal and coke, the 
deliveries of not more than 2? ewt. each will he charced at 
the trolley price ruling in the district, and the carmen will 
be paid the trolley rate of pay. 





AND LIGHTING 














GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE—eontinued. 
SILVER BULLION (MAXIMUM PRICE). 


The Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury, in 
pursuance of the powers conferred upon them by Regulation 
30KEE of the Defence of the Realm Regulations, hereby make 
the following Order : — 

As from the date of this Order the maximum price for 
silver bullion in the United Kingdom shall be such price as 
is equivalent at the current rate of exchange to 95 cents per 
standard ounce (925 fine). 

The Order of the 20th February, 1919, fixing a maximum 
price of 473d. per standard ounce is hereby revoked. 








CAPITAL ISSUES WITHIN THE UNITED 
KINGDOM. 

The Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury give 
notice that pending the amendment of Defence of the Realm 
Regulation 30 F, in accordance with the statement made by 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer in the House of Commons 
on Monday, the 24th instant, they have issued a general 
licence for issues of capital by Companies resident and carry- 
ing on business in the United Kingdom, for capital purposes 
within the United Kingdom, provided that in every 
prospectus offering to the public for subscription or purchase 
‘any issue made under such general licence a statement is 
included that ‘‘no part of the proceeds of the issue is to be 
applied for capital purposes outside the United Kingdom or 
to replace money which has been so applied.’’ 


—— 


Commercial Returns. 


COTTON IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 
Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and 
Exported at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom 
during the week and 12 weeks ended 20th March, 1919:— 



































Week (12 Weeks} Week | 12 Weeks 
| ended ended || ended ended 
—— 20th Mar.20th Mar.))}20th Mar,| 20th Mar. 
1919 | 1919. || 1919. 1919. 
| IMPoRTs. | | EXPoRrs. 
| | 
, | Bales. Bales. || Bales. Bales. *} 
American - 44,501 | 655,869 | 1 201} 
Brazilian | — 3,568 | — — 
East Indian | 6,949 | 25,379 | 360 650 
Egyptian ‘ --| 6,897 | 135,012 | 396 396 
Miscellaneous ... ‘ 7 = 28,395* 79 79 
Total ..| 68,347 | 848,223 | 836} 1,326 




















*Including 3,167 bales British West Indian, 340 bales 
British West African, 1,199 bales British East African, and 
1,214 bales Foreign East African. 





CORN PRICES. 


Statement showing .the Average Price of British Corn, per 
quarter of 8 bushel Imperial Measure,* as received from 
the Inspectors of Corn Returns in the week ended 22nd 
March, 1919, and corresponding weeks of the seven 
previous years, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 














Average Price. 
Wheat. | Barley. Oats. 
s. d. 8. d. s. d. 
Week ended 22nd March, 1919 ..| 72 7 62 1 46 4 
Corresponding week in— | 
1912 .. on on at ayes 30 3 21 8 
1913 ... on = eel 31 38 a 6G 19 7 
1914 .. on ons --| 3l 4 25 7 18 8 
1915 ... on on ont ot 2 31 11 30 6 
1916 .. ss 7 --| 59 Il 54 6 31 4 
1917 .. aa el oi © s 65 6 50 4 
1918 .. on owe ool @2 8 56 9 50 3 























*Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where 
returns of purchases of British Corn are made to the local Inspector 
of Corn Returns in any other measure than the Imperi«l bushel or 
by weight or by a weighed measure, that officer shall convert such 
returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight or weighed 
measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every 
yr of barley, and thirtyenine Imperial pounds for every bushel 
Of oats. 
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COMMERCIAL RETURNS—continued. 
IMPORTS OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCE. 


Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agri- 
cultural Produce imported into the United Kingdom in 
the week ended 22nd March, i919, together with the 
quantities imported in the corresponding week of 1914, 
and the total quantities since lss January. 





Week Corr. Total 
ended | weekin | Ist Jan.- 
22nd Mar.,/ 1914. 22nd Mar. 








Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves 
Sheep and lambs 
Swine a= _ 
Horses 7" 
Fresh meat : — 


1,539 


Cwts. Cwts. | Cwts. 
Beef (including refrigerated 
and frozen) 
Mutton (including refrigerated 
and frozen) 
Pork (including refrigerated | 
and frozen) 701 | 
Meat, unenumerated, fresh (in- | 
cluding ae and | 
frozen) a 
Salted or pressed meat :— 


Bacon .. _ 
* ee oe 4,849 998 | 
Hams... on i _ 1,947 | 17,498 | 
Pork .w 7 $9 | 5,658 | 
Meat, unenumerated, salted . 499 | 2,759 
Meat, preserved, otherwise | | 
than by salting (including | 
tinned and canned) a 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— | 
Butter .. = oa - 74,534 
Margarine - | 30,742 | — 
Cheese . : 40,276 | 80,8597 | 229,261 
Milk, fresh, in cans or drums... | anaes : | an 
cream - - — | 
condensed .. | 40,94 6,434 | 472,613 
preserved, other kinds .. ! —- | 232 | 11,427 
Grt. Hund. | 


69,391 | 248,090 | 1,591,131 
29,878 | 100,367 493,326 


26,484 | 


3,191 25,137 | 


89,510 96,764 | § 


503,791 


67,563 | 13,466 | 


82,041 | $94,161 


a? 
2 


| . | Gt.Hund. 
E = 52,196 | 85,021 | 1,142,281 

ots | Value£ | falue£ | Value £ 
Poultry .. ~ - | Saae 31,094 | 127 ,962 
Game = -_ - = —- 19,097 | 4,505 

Cwts.  Cwts. | Cwrts. 

Rabbits, dead (fresh and — 14,751 | 8,205 54,873 
Lard | 14,413 | 41,952 | 460,020 


Corn, grain, meal and flour :— | 
: 677,660 | 1,910,000 4,289,700 


Wheat 
Wheat-meal and flour 40,100; 190,000 | 2,568,800 
Barley .. ne - .. 10.200) 157,800 | 605,060 
Oats’ .. .. «-  -- | 44.700 | 235,200 | 1,188,400 
agg nee eee 65,060 | + 25,003 | 298,940 
Beans .. si - ee 2.370 | 6,660 | 6,000 
Maize or Indian Corn .. 223,400 | 244,400 | 3,844,200 
Fruit, raw :— | | | 

Apples .. - 75,826 » 34,868 | 1,410,232 
Apricots and peaches ce | — | 129 

Bunches. 


) Bunches. Bunches. 
Bananas sia 88,660 144,498 480, 196 


Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 





i 
Cherries. . ” ss ee: — | ae nee 
Currants in ‘ss a — | — | 
Gooseberries .. . pe = | — | — 
Grapes ... + we ¥ D0 | L495 = 21,715 
Lemons - 6 saa 2442 | 7.310 | 128,097 
Oranges. . - - .. | 234,833 | 203,957 | 2,260,676 
Pears .. _ _ so | 1,098 | 6,140 
Plums » | | 327 — 
Straw*erries .. ms as | —_ | 
Unenumerated oa “ 21 | 422 | 
| Tons. 
Hay - ¥ ja ~s | 96 | 
Straw ' os a aan | 83 
Moss Litter a 7 | 1,906 | 
Cwts. | 
Hops ¥e - - 2,014 | 
Locust Beans... - ait ~- | 10,459 
Vegetables, raw— | Bushels. | Bushels. 
nions = 184,863 102,699 | 1,685,680 
Cwts. Cwts. | 
229 9,836 | 
4,388 | 29,710 | 
Value £ | Value £ | 
11,129 16,930 | 
Cwts. Cwts. 
3)2 8553 
15,132 3,837 


Potatoes 
Tomatoes 


Unenu merated 
336,111 


Vegetables, dried 
111,054 


preserved by canning 
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COMMERCIAL RETURNS——continued. 





BANKRUPTCY RETURNS.—ENGLAND AND 
WALES. 
Number of Receiving Orders and Administration Orders (De 
Debtors’ Estates) gazetted in the undermentioned Principal Trades 
and Occupations during the periods indicated :— 





Februa ry. 


| teeta coli 


if ec by ee 





191s. 1919 1918, 1919, 








- ————s 
No. No. No. No. 
Total gazetted és 60 51128) 493 
Number gazetted in principal trades 
and occupations :— 
Agents, Commission and General 
Auctione ers. House and Estate 
Agents in 
Brokers, Ship and Insurance 
Carpenters and Joiners .. - 
Electricians and Electrical 
Engineers .. 
Engineers, civil 
Engineers and founders 
Farmers and graziers .. : 
Furniture Dealers and Makers 
Greengrocers, fruiterers, etc. 
Grocers 
Milliners, dressmakers, ete. 
Provision Merchants 
Tailors ee 


el EE ed 


bm et ee POD et et 





FISHERY STATISTICS FOR FEBRUARY, 1919, 

The following statement shows the quantity and value of 
fish landed on the English and Welsh, Scotch and Trish 
coasts during the month of February, 1919, as compared with 
1918 :-— 


Month of February. 


1918. | 1919, 


! 














Quantity. Value. | Quantity. 

7 — — cwt. a £ ’ cwt . be 
ish, excluding shell fish 209,826 995 058 320,418 1,046,272 
Shell fish .. - ‘“ — 26,&84 | — 31.670 


1021,942 — 1,077,942 





Total value .. 
Te sete es : 

, excluding she h 441,681 679,867 | 481,37 99,311 

Shell fish .. ilk a — 3,738 | . 5,723 


Total value .. ~ — / 683,605 | 705,034 














, hell : | | 
, excluding shell fish 19,580 30,841 . 
as. Cll | 725 | — a 





oe 48,258 

















Total value .. oo | — | 31,606 








. OTE.—The above Qauses 2 are sublect to oumndien in the annual returns. x 


In addition, 12,382 cwt., valued at £37,877, were reported 
to have been landed at English and Welsh ports by Belgian 
fishing vessels during the month. 
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